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Editor’s Edicts
Well, that’s the summer
been and gone. It seems to
have flown by so quickly,
with an incredible number of
Bears events that had been
organized. There was one
particular day (in August, I
think, but it seems such a
long time ago now) on which
we had events ongoing at 3
different places at the same
time. Our activities seem to
be going from strength to
strength, and as you will
hear later, it would be terrific if we could break
through that million pound
barrier this year.
The pictures on the front
cover are courtesy of Paul
Griffiths, and were both
taken at CarFest South between some rather heavy
rain showers on the Saturday..
There’s also an exciting new
tour being set up by Chris
Glasbey for September
2013 in Wales - details can
be found on Page 25.
There has been quite a lot
to catch up on in this magazine as it has been quite a
busy summer, so I’ll let the
pages speak for themselves
rather than pre-empt anything here.

I would like to relate a personal story though, as we
had an extremely lucky
breakdown in the SS100 this
year. And I do mean lucky.
It happened at the Silverstone Classic when we were
arriving on the Sunday
morning, and it could not
have happened at a better
place. The car decided to
give up the ghost as we
were reversing into position
on the Bears stand. The
engine died, and the accelerator pedal went floppy.
Fortunately, help was at
hand with the mechanical
genii (is that the plural of
genius?) of Dave M, Trevor
M, and Mike G. If it had
happened anywhere else, I
wouldn’t have had a clue.
Within about 3 minutes a
broken throttle cable was
diagnosed, and the offending cable extracted from the
car, frayed and split into
two. It was beyond repair,
so we had to source another
cable….for
an
SS100….hmmmm. Anyway,
as luck would have it, it was
the Silverstone Classic event,
and there was a Jaguar
racing team there. Dave M
did a sterling job of trying
to locate a cable “...I don’t
suppose you’d have a spare

throttle cable for an SS100
would you?” “yes mate,
give me a minute because I
think we do”. Not only that,
but when they found the
cable they wouldn’t take
any money for it. How’s
that for generosity? Dave
and Trevor then worked
diligently to replace the
cable, and it’s been fine
ever since - in fact, the throttle is smoother than it has
been for a long while, and
now I know why. So, thanks
to Dave, Trevor and Mike
for helping out someone in
need - you are absolute
bricks, the three of you. You
know the saying, a friend in
need….
Just one final word from me
before I sign off. It was an
extremely hard decision to
cancel Kimbolton when we
did, as we were concerned
about the loss of money to
the charities. In the end,
hindsight (that most powerful
of tools) proved it was the
right decision. It would have
been much worse if we had
tried to carry on.
That’s it for now.
reading

“...I DON’T
SUPPOSE YOU’D
HAVE A SPARE
THROTTLE CABLE
FOR AN SS100
WOULD YOU?”
“YES MATE, GIVE
ME A MINUTE
BECAUSE I THINK
WE DO”.

Happy

Keith Borkett
keithborkett@hotmail.com

PRINTING DEADLINES FOR BEAR FACTS
Winter 2012/2013

Articles submitted by end November 2012 -

Magazine delivery early January 2013

Spring 2013

Articles submitted by end February 2013

Magazine delivery early April 2013
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BEAR FACTS
Chairman’s Chatter

IT LOOKS, VERY
STRONGLY, THAT
WE ARE ON
COURSE TO RAISE
THE £1,000,000
MARK AT THE NEC
THIS YEAR, QUITE
POSSIBLY ON THE
SATURDAY IF OUR
CALCULATIONS
ARE CORRECT

Wow, what a summer! Rotten weather to start with,
Kimbolton cancelled, and
the country inundated with
flood water. On top of all
that there were loads of
doom-laden misery guts
saying that the Olympics
were going to be a disaster
- and then the sun came out
and the Olympics and Paralympics were an unqualified
success, loads of medals for
Team GB and Paralympics
GB, incredible atmosphere
throughout the whole of London and the rest of the
country, and complete
strangers talking to each
other on public transport!!!
Without doubt the best
Games ever.
London 2012 copies Sporting Bears
One of the major factors in
making the Games the success they were was the army
of volunteers - it couldn’t
have worked without them,
and that’s what the Olympics and Bears have in common.
London 2012 had
loads of people in fancy
Adidas uniforms with very
loud loudhailers - we’ve got
great people in great uniforms, well, sweatshirts and
polo shirts, and very loud
voices. And we have brilliant events, a record number this year, with access
and tickets much more readily available.
Not all Plain Sailing
I would like to thank Bryan
King, Keith Borkett and the
rest of the Kimbolton committee for taking the decision to cancel this year’s
Country Fayre. I know how
difficult it was for them at
the time but the weather
was unrelenting and it would
have been a disaster had it
not been called off.
It
would also have meant that
we would have suffered
heavy financial loss and
might not have been able to
resurrect the event next
year. All-in-all they saved
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the day (and I saved a
day’s annual leave) and we
live to fight another day.
Thank you.
Clearing High Hurdles
At our 21st Birthday celebrations Colin Mitchell, our
most esteemed former chairman (sorry Andrew, you’re
much esteemed too) issued
us the challenge of raising
£1, 000,000 by the time we
reached our 25th anniversary. Well, despite the loss
of revenue that we would
otherwise have raised at
Kimbolton, it looks, very
strongly, that we are on
course to raise the
£1,000,000 mark at the
NEC this year, quite possibly
on the Saturday if our calculations are correct.
We
hope that the NEC will want
to make a big thing of this
so make sure you are there
to join in the celebrations.
We are in a different hall
this year but it is looking
very promising and will,
hopefully, be the mad, helter-skelter three days that it
usually is.
Grouping the Bear Athletes
or Bear Athletes’ Village ??
There has been some discussion recently regarding our
Regional Groups and the
affiliation of members to
them. For largely historical
reasons our groups do not
have clearly defined
boundaries, although Janet
does her best to interpret a
very old map to point you in
the right direction when you
join, and everybody is free
to express a preference to
be part of one or all of
them if you are feeling particularly active. There is a
fair bit of overlap with
many of the groups, and the
regions are there to bring
members together rather
than to separate them out.
Hopefully, the geography of
our regions should be fairly
obvious but, in case you are
confused, here is a quick
torch relay around the UK.

I’ll start at Land’s End for
some reason. Our newest
group, Surfer Bears are
based in Yeovilton and
cover the south west before
merging into the Koalas who
are based in Surrey stretching across the south coast,
up to London and, occasionally, beyond. The Shires,
Midland and North West
Bears are pretty selfexplanatory and the Polars
take everything else north
and east. Take your pick
and get stuck in with as much
cross-fertilisation as you can
manage. We are not in a
position to start any new
regions just yet, mainly due
to the extra admin it would
entail, but if you want to
help stretch any of these
boundaries then do get in
touch.
Paying For it All
If you haven’t updated your
standing order to account
for the increase in Club
membership, please do it
NOW. It is a year since it
went up to £20 per member
plus £5 for extra family
members, but there are still
some of you who haven’t yet
got round to this vital piece
of admin. This is costing us
money chasing people and
is putting us behind in our
budgeting. I think our fees
still offer great value for
money, especially with the
new improved Bear Facts,
and help us to continue to be
able to put every penny
raised at events to the chosen charities. I don’t want to
reach the stage where we
have to start using any donations to pay for the running of the Club – that
would be unacceptable.
Please do all keep volunteering, taking part, and
helping to inspire others to
join us.
Mike McSean
sbchairman@ntlworld.com

Autumn 2012
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BEAR FACTS
Membership Report
Twenty-five years ago if anybody said I
would be working with two computers at the
same time, and one a lap top, I would have
laughed and said I didn’t know how to use
one, let alone two. Well, it was a good job
I made no comment all those years ago otherwise I would now be eating my words.

“WITH EVER
INCREASING
POSTAGE COSTS, I
AM MAKING
ANOTHER PLEA TO
PLEASE, PLEASE,
PLEASE CHECK THAT
YOU HAVE
STOPPED YOUR
OLD STANDING
ORDER PAYMENT
AND SET UP A NEW
ONE.”

With technology constantly developing and
the problems I experienced trying to run the
SBMC database on my new computer after
my old one died, I soon realised that I was
facing more problems than I could handle
without the continuing expertise, help and
support of the original author of the system
and our website master, Mike Norton. It
was then I had that sinking feeling that if I
had to give up the membership secretary’s
post, the database could take forever to set
up for a new secretary on a different system. So it was with this in mind, that I approached the committee for approval to
acquire a laptop specifically to host the
database. There have been some initial
teething and pilot errors, so my apologies to
anyone who received an e-mail requesting
payment when they had already paid. The
new system requires me to save data after
update but, after being interrupted by a

cold caller, I didn’t press the correct button…we all live and learn.
I’m afraid the workload for the membership
secretary is still continuing to increase, although this is due mostly to existing members
renewing by standing order rather than new
members. In June last year, membership
fees increased from £15.00 to £20.00 for
single membership and £18.00 to £25.00
for joint membership, with an additional
£5.00 for each extra member. With ever
increasing postage costs, I am making another plea to please, please, please check
that you have stopped your old standing
order payment and set up a new one to
reflect the price increase. I was somewhat
disappointed when I received the last bank
statement to see that over 40% of members
in the June quarter had still not amended
their standing order to reflect the new fee.
Letters will have to go out again but please
remember every letter we send out means
50p less for our nominated charities in the
longer term.
On a positive note we currently have 483
members.

A warm welcome to the following new members:
Stephen & Louise Beynon – Northampton
Jim & John Partridge – Solihull
Adrian & Kathleen Jarratt – Telford
Daivd Drucker & Susan Crabtree
John Fellows – Coventry
Barry Stenhouse – Liverpool
Clive & Sue Ford – Isle of Wight
Lynne & Paul Warner – Berwickshire
Terence Plant – Warwickshire
Alan & Barbara Moss – Staffordshire
Stephen & Heather Cross – Kent
Penny Howat – Stafford
Darren Smithard – Derbyshire
Rob Carter – West Sussex
Jose Bernal – Surrey
Chris Stoughton – Berkshire
Mark Keatley Palmer – East Sussex
Steve O’Connor – Helsby
John Sewell – Solihull
John Ducker – Fort William
Andrew Briggs – West Sussex.
Page 6

Guemeet Dhanjal – Derby
Ralph, & Grant Kelly & Laura McBurnie –
Ayr
Don Macinnes – Surrey
Darren & Loretta Gower – Somerset
Will Smith – Chesterfield
Peter Gray – Saffron Walden
Martin Callab – Stratford upon Avon
Tony Ginns – Northants
Mike Clowry – Birmingham
Richard McCormick-Wilson – Solihull
Janet McPherson
42 Cheshire Court,
off Peel Brow,
RAMSBOTTOM,
Lancs.
BL0 0BL
jdm.car@btopenworld.com
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Charity Secretary’s Report - Autumn 2012
Once again I have some new charities to tell
you about that the Club has decided to support.
Adoption
Matters
No r t h we s t
(AMN) is a
specialist
voluntary
adoption
agency. It
has
been
nominated by Rachel Walker. Their main
aim is to find families for children who, for
one reason or another, are no longer able
to live with their birth families.
They recruit, train, and undertake complete
vetting and checks on potential adoptive
parents and prepare them for the Adoption
Panel for approval.
Local authorities can approach AMN if they
are unable to place many of the 5,000 children currently approved by the courts, for
adoption. AMN will match the children with
the parents they have. Many of these children are the harder to place adoptees;
may have siblings who need to be together,
may be older and have been “in the system” for a while, have disability needs or
come from an ethnic minority background.
Many of these children have been scarred
in their formative years; may need counsel-

ing and/or therapy. AMN not only places
the children but provides a specialist post
adoption programme for the parents and
children.
Last year AMN placed 65 children and had
no breakdowns, which is a remarkable feat
when current statistics demonstrate a 20%
failure rate trend. If a family has problems
AMN will immediately send out professional
support.
They are currently working on a special
project for 2013 “Held in Trust” where they
will encourage companies and other philanthropic patrons to buy a bond or pledge to
donate an amount of money which will then
be held in trust for each child they place
with an adoptive family. Each child will have
access to the same amount of money should
they need it in the future to secure their continued wellbeing. The money may be used
for further counselling sessions, play therapy, residential holidays etc.
“The Starfish Pool
Appeal” nominated
by John Redshaw,
aims to raise £1 million to build a hydrotherapy pool for
Claremont Special
Secondary School in

THE COMMITTEE
DECIDED TO BREAK
WITH TRADITION THIS
YEAR AND INSTEAD
OF SUPPORTING JUST
3 OR 4 CHARITIES AT
THE NEC, WE WOULD
BROADEN THE
SPECTRUM TO
EMBRACE A NUMBER
OF CHARITIES FROM
AROUND THE UK
WHO WOULD REALLY
APPRECIATE A
SMALLER DONATION.

(Continued on page 9)

CLUB SECRETARY REQUIRED
After 3 years in post Bryan King has decided to stand down as club secretary.
We are looking for a volunteer to take over the role. It is not particularly onerous and takes up a
couple of hours a week. The secretarial activities include arranging the club insurance, being
point contact for MSA registration, producing and distributing minutes from committee meetings
and the AGM, as well as general admin. There are 4 committee meetings and the AGM each year
to set up and minute. Over and above that the secretary as an officer of the club, together with
the Chairman and Treasurer, is responsible for helping guide the committee in compliance with
club rules.
If anyone is interested in this role, please contact Mike McSean, in the first instance, on
sbchairman@ntlworld.com, or 0208 2529685.
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Fund Raising via our Website
Did you know you can raise funds for the Club, and therefore for Charity via the
Sporting Bears website. We have raised over £1000 so far by doing very little !!

WWW.SPORTINGBEARS.ORG.UK
Just by using it to carry out web searches

Yes I know that most of you probably use Google, but why not give this a try. It’s
very simple, any search you do that results in you following sponsored links, can result
in the club getting paid.

Google do just the same
(I’m sure you’ve seen the ‘sponsored links’ on the results page).

Well, they get all the money from that.
If you use the Bears website we will get some of it too.

Set us up as your default home page and use your mouse to raise money for charity.

www.sportingbears.org.uk/SBMC_Search.htm
ALSO
If you have any future events or reports of past events please send them to us for inclusion on the
website.

Email picture(s) and a written report to
INFO@SPORTINGBEARS.FREESERVE.CO.UK
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Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
future planned for herself. Her intention
was to go to University and become a
lawyer. She was a beautiful, intelligent
girl. Her life was cruelly cut short by an
illness that she and her family knew little
Relieving pain and muscle spasm
Increasing and maintaining the move- about - leukaemia. The Maria Watt
Foundation has subsequently given rise
ment of joints
Strengthening weak muscles and in- to the “Be Child Cancer Aware” campaign and “Beads of Courage”.
creasing exercise tolerance

(Continued from page 7)

Bristol.
Hydrotherapy benefits children by:

Improving circulation
The warm water, high air temperature
and relief of bodyweight provided by a
hydrotherapy pool enable children to
move in ways that they cannot manage
on land. For many disabled children,
who may live with pain all the time, their
first session in a hydrotherapy pool can
be their first time without pain. Additionally, the exercises are more intensive
than land based physiotherapy and new
movements are learned which can be
transferred to everyday life.

Maria is the inspiration
and driving force behind
this foundation. Born in
Birmingham in 1988,
Maria had a fantastic

The Henry Surtees Foundation has been
set up following the tragic death of
Henry to assist people with accidental
brain and physical injuries, provide education and training in technology, engineering and fitness, and advance young
people by developing their skills and
capabilities so that they can participate
in society as independent and responsiUps ‘n’ Downs is a support group with ble individuals.
registered charity status, dedicated to
helping families and individuals in East Autism Concern
Northamptonshire affected by Down’s
Syndrome.
Ups ‘n’ Downs first started to take shape
late in 2006 and it has been a really
exciting journey for all those involved.
They have achieved much in that short
time and have grown to support more
than 20 children and their families who
are ‘Ups ‘n’ Downs’.
Ups ‘n’ Downs is far more than a group This charity was nominated by Trevor
just for the children; it is a network which Maycock. The charity owes its beginnings
provides support and friendship for to a group of parents of autistic children,
Mums, Dads, brothers, sisters and ex- who recognised that services for autistic
tended families.
people in the county were fragmentary
and inadequate, particularly with re(Continued on page 10)

SHIRE BEARS
A group of members now meet regularly in the Northamptonshire area. If
you are interested in coming along, we get together on the second Thursday
of each month at the Overstone Manor at 8.0pm. The pub is in Ecton Lane,
Sywell and the postcode is NN6 0BB.
All are welcome.
Dave Muttock
Shire Bears Area Rep.
07901501578 david.muttock@ntlworld.com
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Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
(Continued from page 9)

gards to practical support following
diagnosis. They determined that they
would promote the care, treatment and
education of children (and adults) with
autism and to secure for them provision
commensurate with their need.

Charity Nominations for the
NEC 2012
The Committee decided to break with
tradition this year and instead of supporting just 3 or 4 charities we would
broaden the spectrum to embrace a
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number of charities from around the UK
who would really appreciate a smaller
donation.
This came about partly to support Samuel Pepys School and the “Burns Club”
who missed out on their annual sponsorship when Kimbolton was unfortunately
cancelled this year; by nominating Ups’n’Downs we are recognising the valuable contribution that Rockingham so
generously make to the Club, and the
Committee felt that they would like to
support a couple of new charities this
year at the NEC which will be Adoption
Matters Northwest, Beads of Courage

and the Starfish Pool Appeal.
North of the border we will be sponsoring James Rennie School and the Education Centre for Children with Down's
Syndrome, while more local support will
be given to Megan’s Flutterby Fund
and Alfie’s Cause, and from the far
south Medical Detection Dogs will
benefit from monies raised at this
year’s Dream Rides.

Caroline McSean
Charity Secretary
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South West Surfing Bears Update - Baz Firth
Hi from the Surfing Bears.
As promised in my last submission, Planes, Games &
Automobiles at Goodwood
was indeed a great day.
An awful lot of hard work
went into the event including
a website, Facebook page,
Virgin Giving page, flyers
and posters. Peaking at 70
emails a day in the last
week I am proud to say that
we had just under 1900
visitors and 142 cars attend

on the day. 204 cars offered their assistance but
the poor outlook for the
weather on the day may
explain the delta. Many
thanks to all of you that
turned up, and of course to
the other Bears that helped.
All told the event raised
over £17,400 and once
Goodwood’s costs had been
paid this left the RNRMCF
with £10,702. As my first
event, to say I was very
pleased with the result
would be quite an understatement. The Director of
the charity was simply over
the moon with the event and
the work of the Bears, and
has embraced us in full.
Our new patron Barrie had
a blast as well; there were

a few last minute fastballs
eg the car that he was going
to be using for passenger
rides not being able to pass
the incredibly strict noise
limits of Goodwood. Thankfully my friend Nick Williams practically fell over
himself in offering his 400hp
Focus RS. A massive fan of
Barrie’s since a child and
with several signed boxed
Mini’s at home he passed
the keys to Barrie with a

huge grin. All was going
well until the Goodwood
noise Ninjas black flagged
the car due to the pops and
bangs off throttle setting the
noise monitors off.
A moment I will remember
was just after lunch when I
was stood next to the
RNRMCF stand and paused
to take it all in. Cars were
blasting down the pit
straight, the Dream Rides
were coming and going out
of the circuit, Elite helicopter
pleasure flights were adding to the noise along with
Andy Green’s Driving Simulator (which he had preloaded the Goodwood circuit on, genius) HMS Heron
military band were belting
out the music, and as I
panned around I saw fami-

lies sat having
picnics and the
children laughing
in the egg and
spoon race. After four months or
planning,
begging,
stress,
pleading
and
hard work I was
proud to stand
there amongst all
the activity and
think ‘we have
actually pulled it
off’. The 84 car
parade lap was
a sight to behold
as well.
Not all was perfect though and there were
some lessons to be learnt for
next year’s event, yes, I am
doing it all again next year.
Due to a last minute change
of tack regarding the pricing beyond my knowledge
the ‘blue ribbon’ cars price
had been dropped from
£50 for three laps to £30.
Un-surprisingly the queue
for three laps in a McLaren
MP4-12C at £30 grew exponentially rather quickly.
The knock on effect of this
was that the queue was unmanageable with customers

(Continued on page 12)

Page 11

ALL TOLD THE
EVENT RAISED
OVER £17,400
AND ONCE
GOODWOOD’S
COSTS HAD
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RNRMCF WITH
£10,702.

BEAR FACTS
South West Surfing Bears Update (cont’d)
(Continued from page 11)
getting frustrated having to wait.
Concurrently frustration grew with the
other drivers as they weren’t getting
the rides with passengers they were
expecting. Thankfully one of my new
members Benn Laidler (name in lights
again!) stepped up to the plate and
said that he would get the Rally 4
Heroes guys to take
the pressure of and
offered rides on
track in their cars.
Brilliant and many
thanks indeed.
I
had a lot of help
from the Bears and
a lot of moral support which kept me
going when the
planning got tough.
There were some
communication issues
with the staff which
really hampered the
track side. The plan
was to run an open
pit lane for passenger rides with 10 cars cycling through
the passengers in 15 min sessions.
When the passenger session finished
then the pit lane would close whilst the
10 track paying cars
were on track. For
some reason still not
clear to me, the staff
allowed 5 track and
5 passenger rides
out at once in the
first two sessions.
The knock on effect
was that as the track
cars were out, the
pit lane was closed.
So some very lucky
individuals paid £30
for 15 mins around
Goodwood in the
McLaren, instead of
the 3 laps. Every
day is a school day and I have taken
the lessons learned on-board ready
for next year.

There are too many people to thank
suffice to say that you know who you
are and I look forward to your support next year and I will have to buy
about another 20 Xmas cards this
year!
With Goodwood out of the way and
a huge hole in my day to day inbox I

soon looked at other events. I had
already submitted the paperwork to
support Lord Pembroke’s Wilton House
Supercar Day with an AH64 Apache

and RN Mk8 Lynx. Sadly due to the
area and the country track cars would
have to use to exit the grounds, Dream

Rides was not an option. The AH64
sadly had to cancel two weeks before
the event due to slip in their Conversion to Type training but the Lynx crew
was still very keen and I flew into a
sunny Wilton and set up the aircraft
area with RNRMCF banners and a
charity bucket. The day was a fantastic success; the bucket was next to the
aircraft with a suggested £1 for children to sit in the
cockpit.
We met
some great people
and got to share
what we do for a
living and talk about
the aircraft and the
Sporting Bears. All
told we managed to
lift over 125 children
into the cockpit and
raised the equivalent
in pounds for the
RNRMCF. Overall
the day was in support the Salisbury
Little Stars Children’s
Appeal and the event raised over
£34,000. I have been given next
year’s details already and will work
towards getting a Bears presence
there. It is an amazing
day and a great opportunity to promote
what we do to a huge
and influential audience.
I was lucky enough to
be invited to the F1
club reunion dinner on
my birthday and
apart from a great
F1 themed evening
the charity raffle
raised over £400 for
the RNRMCF.
The next event I was
lucky enough to be
asked to help with
was the Chris Evan’s Carfest South. I
had great support from my drivers
(Continued on page 14)
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BEAR FACTS
South West Surfing Bears Update (cont’d)
(Continued from page 12)

and overall thought the weekend was brilliant. My insurance
company would not give me clearance to do Dream Rides
despite several long calls and support from Max (no renewal
for them!) so I attended the
event in a support capacity
with a shiny car with Sporting
Bears graphics as a static and
24 toy bears! I learned how to
book rides, fill the forms in and
use the card reader and when
not helping with this made full
use of my patter promoting the
Dream Rides and handing out
flyers and filling up my cameras memory cards. A fantastic
event and I envy the Bears that
managed to do Carfest North and South.
At the same time as Carfest I had arranged for the RNRMCF
to have a free pitch at this year’s Wings and Wheels at
Dunsfold. They were supported by Robert with his Aston
Martin, and Simon with his 355 F1 (still working on his membership!) they also had a volunteer Lamborghini offer his car
for the day and all were static to draw the crowd in. Initially
this was a joint venture to enable us to promote the Sporting
Bears and give us exposure to a huge audience. Due to so
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many other events taking place at the same time we just
couldn’t offer any further support. I am happy to say though
that the charity raised over £400 mainly from photos and
have given me an excellent idea for other events regarding
this (email on its way Bryan.)
Looking towards the remainder
of the year, I am organising a
15 supercar visit to the air station mid-October and of course
will be attending the NEC with
some of my area members. I
would also like to look for support around December time to
carry out a donated toy Santa
run to some of the local hospital children’s wards and arrange a drive out to have a
nice meal in my friend’s new pub, the Wagon and Horses in
Shenley. Please get in touch if you are interested in any of
the above. Can I also ask all Bears in the South West to get
in touch with me so I can capture your contact details so I can
invite you all to events?
Best regards
Baz

Autumn 2012
Cholmondeley Pageant of Power 2012
OK, here goes, the spirit of
the Sporting Bears Dream
Rides at CPoP in one picture!!!!

For all the regulars at this
great event, we can always
hope for the searing heat of
a Spanish holiday, but when I
look back at it I
think........”naaah that would
just spoil it!”
For once a year for 3 days a
group of loyal Bears return
to the corner of Cheshire that
is CPoP. We camp, hotel or
just visit for the day and it’s
great. The cars racing on
track - and they do race, the
RAF helicopter displays, powerboats, bikes, stunt planes,
wing walkers, stalls, museum
rarities, car displays, and
even the Red Arrows this
year. This is all capped on
Saturday by the Fireworks
concert, The Ride of the Val-

kyries with accompanied
choppers flying, James Bond
themes and brilliant fireworks
for the proms finale.

toric Formula 1 cars, latest
BAC Mono, and a selection to
keep everyone happy all
weekend.
Dream Rides - well as you
can see from the photos we
held the dirtiest car competition, which was nearly won
by the 911SC Rally Car till
someone pointed out it is supposed to have mud flared up
its sides, so we gave it to
Jonathan in his Countach, but
other Lambos were fighting
hard for the coveted title. So
it was with great satisfaction
that we had a busy weekend
at CPoP again - thank you to
Each year we have been every driver, helper and supthere it pours liquid sunshine porter who made it possible
and each year we
welcome regulars
back and joke with
newcomers
that
this is not the NEC,
this is not just any
Sporting
Bears
Dream
Rides
event, - this is
Cholmondeley! The cars race to raise nearly £5,000 again
to the extent that Friday at this growing event under
practice sessions finished a extreme challenges.
Lola and dealt a respray for THANK YOU – well here
the Carrera GT. Just after goes, every Bear who helped
this the works driver was a at every stage, including a
little careful taking the Aston couple who when told about
Martin ONE-77 down the the conditions commented
track, but followed by the “well that’s what valetting is
determined Lamborghini who for!” - but special thanks
was not messing about. Hishave to go to
supporting
businesses,
without whom
we would find
it difficult to
operate in the
North West.
Bauer Millet –
new
support
who within an
hour of losing
all my display
cars on Thurs-
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EACH YEAR WE
HAVE BEEN
THERE IT POURS
LIQUID
SUNSHINE AND
EACH YEAR WE
WELCOME
REGULARS BACK

BEAR FACTS
Cholmondeley Pageant of Power 2012 (cont’d)
(Continued from page 15)

day agreed to meet me at 7am Friday
with a Corvette to display with the

Wingate stand all weekend.
Speedy Hire again for the 4th
year they bring
barriers in to protect the public from
falling over themselves when they
see such great cars
moving.
Sitelink Communications - another 4
year supporter for radios at not only
CPoP but also Aintree too.
BIG THANK YOU - in this magazine
somewhere is an advert that says how
Autosessive (and CES UK) are proud to
support the Sporting Bears. Let me
describe this support from a business
that is passionate about cars, rallying

Page 16

and supporting our fundraising. Over
4 years of support they have provided
vans for events (knowing they get dirty
at CPOP!!!) paid for most of Aintree
last year so we could be there, provided lunches and teas, printed up an
A-Board, Flag pole and high vis vests
with Sporting Bears on, donated raffle prizes and have again agreed to
sponsor Aintree in 2012. So please
check out their business and support
the people who are supporting the
Bears, from exhausts to brake pads
and first aid kits to garage wipes
they can supply you through centres
if in the area or via their web.
Paul Griffiths
is a member
with a great
deal of patience to get
the shot and
also with a
support vehicle for the
long
haul
events
has
kindly captured some of the activities
the NW Bears have been involved in
and posted them to his gallery.
www.paul-griffiths.net

CPoP 2013?
So - ever thought I could help but never
picked up the phone or emailed me,
well don’t get stuck in a rut, come along
to CPoP and there is a good chance
you will get stuck in a rut!!!!!!! 100% fun
and getting wet guaranteed, but ask
the regular why they return...in the
hope it will one day be 26 degrees?
Thank you to all the Bears.
Max
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1929 AUSTIN SEVEN FABRIC SALOON - Kate & Peter Hennell
OR - The Pleasures & Trials of Buying & Using a Vintage Motor Car
I still kick myself when I think about it!
In 1975, after a gap of nine years
since I had had any interesting cars
and having had my arm twisted to take
a company car (that was another of the
worst mistakes I ever made), I persuaded Kate that I needed, and we
could afford, something a little different. Thinking of one of my favourites, a
Lancia Aprilia, I found someone in the
Lancia Club who had been very ill and
was selling two that he had been restoring: I took Kate and her mother
down to Reading to look at them - one
was just about finished but needed
painting and I remembered the times I
had bought cars that
needed work but
never managed to do
it, always losing out, so
at £400 I turned it
down!! The irony is that
had I bought it I’m sure
I would have got an
Austin 7 later - I still
hanker after another
Aprilia, so if you hear
of a bargain….
Having started my
motoring with Austin
Sevens, and owned 18
in the first four years, I thought that
would be a safer bet, so joined The
Cambridge Austin Seven & Vintage
Car Club and asked Ray Walker, the
president and founder, for advice.
However in June, before Ray could find
me one, I saw an ad. in Exchange &
Mart for a 1929 Fabric Saloon for
£850 in Orpington. I called Ray, who
said that it should be worth that if it
was good enough - couldn’t afford to
take Ray with me (had I known, I couldn’t afford not to) - and drove down to
look at it. It seemed reasonable although there was a lot of play in the
steering – Mr Foord admitted that he
had fiddled the MOT (can’t say I wasn’t warned!) but said that the car was
roadworthy (he was an RAC Patrolman

so I assumed that he knew). At least the
car had character (I know all Sevens
do, but I’d never had a Fabric Saloon
before and most of mine had been
later models costing between £25 and
£45) even with its tatty fabric and
bright green wheels; he wouldn’t take
an offer so I left a deposit and came
home with the log book.
On a very hot Saturday Kate drove me
from Gamlingay to the A1 at Biggleswade where I thumbed a lift to the
Baldock junction and then with a combination of walking and a lot of lifts I got
across to the A11 (no M11 then) at
Bishops Stortford and then various lifts

to Harlow and Brentwood, where an
artic. took me to his depot near the
Dartford Tunnel: there was a long
queue of cars but no pedestrians allowed through, so I had to find someone who would take me through and sit
in the queue; I phoned Mr Foord from
the RAC patrol centre and he came to
fetch me, paid him the balance and set
off for home the way I had come - my
notes say: ‘no particular problems on
the way home but the steering and
brakes took some getting used to’
(remember, I hadn’t driven a Seven for
over 9 years) ‘and made the drive
rather slow but still quite hairy! Nice to
be in a Seven again, though.

Next week I took the car with Ray, who
told me he reckoned it was worth about
£650 in that condition. I went back a
couple of weeks later to pick up the car
and his two page report on the condition - you name it and he had found it
wrong! The phrase ‘excessive play’
seemed to crop up everywhere, along
with ‘badly worn’, ‘loose’, ‘out of line’,
‘bent’ and little gems such as: ‘lights
shorting out, wiring in poor condition
throughout, liable to fire’.
This was Friday 4th July and I had entered the car for the 750 Motor Club
National Rally at Beaulieu on the Sunday, so leaving Kate’s car in Cambridge I drove the
Seven home. We
spent all Saturday
getting ourselves
organised for our
week’s
holiday,
finally left in the
evening and, after
calling on Kate’s
parents, got as far
as
Stevenage(!)
where I realised I
had had enough
for one day and
we looked for a
B&B. We couldn’t
have picked a worse place as there
was a pop concert on at Knebworth
House but we finally found somewhere
with a single room for £4 [how much?!]
- well, there was no way I was going to
drive home again!
On Sunday we set off again down to
Slough and the M30 (no M25 then),
had a few stops with the car overheating and running badly, and arrived at
Beaulieu at 4pm but had to leave the
car outside the Rally field as the prizegiving was in progress (well, I doubt if
we would have won anything) - and to
cap it all the car sulked, stalled and
wouldn’t re-start. I bought a spare distributor cap, rotor arm and points from
(Continued on page 18)
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1929 AUSTIN SEVEN FABRIC SALOON (cont’d)
(Continued from page 17)

one of the stalls and after the Rally
we made our way to Lyndhurst where
a double room cost us £5 (won’t stay
in Stevenage again!).
You’d have thought we’d have come
home then, wouldn’t you? Well, I don’t
give up that easily, so on Monday we
drove on via Warminster, Bath and
Stroud and stayed at The Old Vicarage in Frampton on Severn, where
there was a bad storm during the
night. Now, one of the features of the
car at that time was a trough across
the middle of the roof where a beam
had fallen on it when it was laid up
during the war, and as we drove off
that morning the water
which had collected in the
trough overnight seeped
through the roof and gave
Kate her second shower
of the morning: I think that
was when she started to
agree with me about the
Aprilia! After mopping up
we went to Slimbridge
and on to the Severn
Bridge, by which time the
car was getting so slow
(max. 20mph downhill)
that I ’phoned a Seven
expert who lived nearby
and crawled back to his
house where we cleared
the jets and fitted a new
set of plugs. Next day we motored (at
last!) on across the bridge to explore
the Forest of Dean, returning home on
Saturday with no further trouble. We
had used 13 ½ gallons in 570 miles to
give 42+ mpg (if the speedo. was
accurate) probably because we spent
so much time going even more slowly
than usual.
Over the following weeks, I bought a
few useful spares including a jet key
and a radiator that fitted better and
didn’t leak! Then in August I left the
car for a friend to take to the 750MC
North Herts ‘Bring your car night’, as I
had to be at an exhibition for the
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company, and when that was over I
collected it and took it down to the
company’s factory at Dagenham for a
sales conference (to show them what I
thought of their company Simca!), after which Kate joined me and we left
her car there to go to the Hawkhurst
Rally and on to stay at Rye, returning
on Bank Holiday Monday.
On the way home we called on the
previous owner of the car, Mr Parker,
in SE9. He was delighted to see the
car again but shocked when he heard
how much I had paid for it: he had
bought it from a friend of his in 1945
for £65 and obtained a new log book
in 1958 (I still have this but unfortu-

nately the previous records were lost).
Mr Parker’s daughter used the car for
a while and then it stood covered up
in the car park by his flat for eight
years, being run round the car park
weekly. Foord saw it there and spent
a long time persuading Mr Parker to
part with it for £200 because he
wanted to give it a good home and
was going to keep it - that was a
month earlier!
We didn’t use the car again in 1975
and in December Ray collected it for
a chassis-up rebuild which he estimated would take four months. In April
1976 Ray took the body to a trimmer

(unfortunately not a coachbuilder) for
re-covering while he got on with the
rest of it - the body was finally ready
at the end of September and I collected the engine from The Seven
Workshop a month later. The trimmer
did a fine job on the fabric, the only
unfortunate thing being that the doors
were still as bad a fit as before and
we found out that he had just recovered them without checking - he
said that Ray had taken the body
down to him on a trailer with the doors
off so he didn’t know they didn’t fit
properly, even though I had told both
of them about the problem. We finally
worked out that the back of the body
had dropped, to be put right on the
next rebuild.
We
missed
Beaulieu in 1977
but in July Ray
kindly trailed the
car to the 750
North Herts Rally
at
Melbourn,
which I had entered thinking we
would be ready,
and it passed its
MOT the next
day;
unfortunately the original speedometer
had gone missing
from Ray’s garage but he managed to find a replacement, so we started at zero:
Later that year, after sorting out some
dying coils, we had a week at Longleat for the BA7C Rally with no problems and we’ve tried to get our week’s
holiday after Beaulieu every year,
though some years I haven’t had time
to use the car at all. In 1979 we
looked at the other half-dozen Fabric
Saloons which were known at the time
and the consensus of opinion was that
ours was probably the most original
inside, so when we had the interior
restored in 1980 we tried to keep it
all in the same style.
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1929 AUSTIN SEVEN FABRIC SALOON (cont’d)
In 1995 the speedo needle started to
fall off as the spindle rusted and I managed to find someone to rebuild it completely, so I started at zero miles again
but knew my speed for the first time once, on our way back from Donington,
a neighbour passed us on the M1 and
later told me I’d been doing 55, not 40
as I thought!
Over the years we’ve won a third in
class at Spye , a second at North Herts,
a first at Doune in Scotland, which is
another story, and Car of the Year at
the Cambridge A7 & VCC; I did the
750MC John O’Groats to Lands End
runs in 1982 (my 15 seconds of TV
fame being interviewed for Look East),
1987 and 1997.
This year I decided to do the JOGLE for
one final time, having fitted a new twin
front shock absorber which has transformed the handling. So on the
Wednesday before Easter I set off up
the A1, on my own as Kate had said
‘I’m not going through that again!’, just
missed the snow on the way up and
reached John O’Groats on Friday with
no problem, apart from having to fill up
whenever possible as some garages
were running out of fuel. Left the start
point on Saturday morning and decided, instead of my usual motorway

route, to take the scenic route from Inverness to Fort William and Glencoe
since the weather was better than expected; very enjoyable until I started
down the M6, M5 and M4 when it got
so wet that by the time I reached Bristol
on Easter Monday I couldn’t read the
motorway signs! Happily next morning
things improved and I arrived at Lands
End on Tuesday afternoon, though with
a slightly worrying noise developing
from the engine. With the noise getting
worse I nursed it back to the A30 but
had to turn off to find a B&B in Newport as it got dark, and the next morning, soon after rejoining the A30, it finally gave up and again I had to get a
piggy-back home. Turned out to be the
flywheel after all, so with the engine out
Chris, my fettler, has also repaired the
starting handle pin and the car now
seems to be going alright. For anyone
interested, I travelled 1630 miles
(would have been 1800 had I got
home) and spent £266 on petrol and
£213 on B&Bs, compared with a total
of £200 the first time I did the trip,
when I managed to raise £700 sponsorship - which was harder work than doing the trip! - with the rest going to two
wildlife charities.
With some concern that the battery was
not holding its charge, I had it checked

and was told it was fine, so we decided
to check the car was running alright by
taking it to the Classic Show at Woburn,
where Dave Muttock kindly(!) asked if I
could write an article about the car for
the magazine. All went well and so we
set off for a week at Beaulieu: very
enjoyable as always, despite the
weather, but unfortunately my fears
about the battery proved correct and
after a couple of days I had to use the
starting handle for the rest of the trip.
Which brings us up to date – with the
sad news that, after 37 years ownership and nearly 24,000 miles since the
speedo was rebuilt, I am at last considering selling the old girl (the car that is,
not Kate) as we’re both getting a little
too creaky to do long trips in her and I
don’t like to see a car sitting there not
being used. I shall have to decide after
the big anniversary rally in Warwick,
but if anyone is interested please let me
know – though I will want visiting rights
and perhaps the occasional drive! At
the end of last year I bought a Herald
Convertible to replace the Vitesse, so
when I’ve also sold my Berlingo van
(any offers?) I’ll stick with that and hope
we get some hood-down weather for
future holidays.
Peter Hennell

RAFFLE 2012 - Colin Mitchell
The raffle raised £2085 this year, our best result ever.
The prizes were all donated, so every penny went to Cancer Research UK children’s cancer research project. Thanks are again
due in this respect to Sally Wilson, the local East Anglian volunteer for Cancer Research UK who, as for some years past, has
procured the main prize.
The winners are:
1st
Hotel and travel vouchers
2nd
£100 Shopping Voucher
3rd
Brandy
4th
Painting Set
5th
Coffee mug set
6th
Chocolates

C Caruana
H Buddle
G Murphy
C McSean
G Hillier
D Bradnam

Cambridge
Wistow
Fulbourne
Ilford
Bedford
Northampton

No 4020
No 0089
No 3989
No 2571
No 2729
No 4196

A letter of appreciation has been received from Cancer Research UK.
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Koala Region Activity Update - Huw Page
2012 has really kicked the Koala region off to a fantastic start with many
new events already attended and (at
the time of writing) one more new
event to take place on the 9th September. These events, and monies raised
have also seen new charities benefiting
from the generosity of our members
including the Royal Naval, Royal Marines Children’s Fund, The Henry Surtees
Foundation and Medical Detection
Dogs.

new Patron, Barrie “Whizzo” Williams,
who entertained on the track. In all we
raised £2,500 during the day with
Dream Rides with
the overall event
raising £10,700
which was presented to the Charity in August (see
picture at the bottom of Page 14).

The first new event of this year was
“Planes, Games and Automobiles” held
at the historic Goodwood motor circuit
in leafy West Sussex. The event consisted of two main elements, a track
day for anyone that wanted to join in
with some of the drivers providing pas-

The end of June
took us to The SuperCar Event which
was held at Dunsfold at the famous
“Top Gear” track and another invite to
join an established event raising funds
for The Children’s Trust Tadworth. The summer sunshine
never totally materialized
amongst the wind and occasional showers and we were in
a rather exposed area of the
circuit (not that any part of the
Dunsfold Test Track provides
shelter).

senger rides and the other element was
Dream Rides, for which we had between 15 - 20 drivers participating
with a very good spread of support
from all regions of the Club. A superb
route had been planned with the
“bears” heading off onto the South
Downs before coming back past Goodwood Racecourse and then dropping
back down to the airfield and motor
circuit.
During the lunch break there was an
opportunity for the “bears” who were
not participating on the track to do
some parade laps and this activity certainly emptied the drivers paddock for
20 minutes as almost everyone took the
opportunity to drive round the historic
track. We also had the Formula 1 racing simulator which was fully booked
during the day and a good day was
had by all and was attended by our
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Our drivers had access to a
good portion of the perimeter
track so were able to demonstrate their cars capably before hitting
the public roads. The event brought in
a few new faces with some of the drivers partaking in the track
rides (the reason behind
the SuperCar Event or
Dads Day Out as it was
previously called).
I can say from personal
experience that both
Trudi, in a GT40 and I in
a Nissan GTR had fantastic rides around the track
and definitely being one
of the highlights of the
weekend for us.
We
were delighted with the
continued support from our regional
drivers as we achieved £2,500 over
the weekend, not bad when you consider that you could get 4 laps of the
track in a ‘normal’ Ferrari for about

£30. Overall the two day event raised
over £80,000 which is a fantastic result

and we will be repeating again next
year.
We had a short break over the summer
period before starting up at the end of
August with the most recent new event
at Carfest South, the event being run
for Children in Need by Chris Evans
and his team. Max Walker did the
hard work of getting the invite which
allowed us 20 cars for the 2 days of
the festival. A few days before the
weekend there were warning emails
passing round regarding high winds
and torrential rain, a UK normal for a
festival weekend, but fortunately the
winds did not materialize in the way
that was being suggested and the rain

was much more sporadic. We had a
prime position by the paddock, drivers
lounge and the start line of the hill
climb and Chris Evans was a regular
(Continued on page 26)

AUTUMN 2012
POLAR REPORT - August 2012
Our lunch on 27 May was enjoyed by
22 Polars. Jim Harris suggested holding a follow-up Shiny Day in Leyburn,
N. Yorkshire and it was agreed that
this would take place on 16 September
and include our autumn Sunday lunch
which had already been scheduled for
that date. This would once again give
the more southerly members a further
opportunity to attend a Polar event
without having to travel very far.
At Thirlestane Dream Rides on 10
June , we were fortunate to have a
reasonably dry day. Not unexpectedly, a number of drivers experienced
difficulties getting written approval
from their insurers prior to the event.
Thirty-seven club members were in-

volved this year. The 22 cars attending managed a record number of 94
rides and we raised £2,670 for the
Borders Children’s Charity. We were
delighted to welcome Boo Grant and
Keith and Ann Borkett to this event.
The Dream Rides attracted two new
members and one lapsed member to
join the Club. Our formal presentation
to BCC is scheduled for 1st September.

tour of the Lammermuirs on the Saturday and a stand at the local Gala Day
on the Sunday. SACHD will receive the
£330 raised.

Unfortunately the Polars were unable
to attend the Corbridge Classic Show
at the beginning of July as this had to
be cancelled due to flooding of the
site. Some wet weather didn’t stop a
group of us enjoying a weekend at the
end of the month which was based in
Coldingham. It began with a scenic

We are looking forward to the Polars
first presence at the Classic Speedfair
being held at Knockhill on 9th September.

Alasdair Campbell presented his
cheque for £700 to WhizzKidz - you
can read the concluding part to his
fund-raising Round Britain Tour elsewhere in this edition of the Bear Facts.

Fiona Davies, Mummy Polar Bear

THANK YOU LETTERS FROM OUR CHARITIES
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Thirlestane Dream Rides 2012
Standard opening sentence: “The forecast for the Dream Rides weekend did
not look promising” and that was despite the event having been moved to a
week later in June to accommodate a
Jubilee celebration at the Castle. However by Saturday morning it had at
least stopped raining and after a
pleasant lunch at The Lauderdale,
kindly organised by Kate, the group of
volunteers set about laying out the ga-

rage area and erecting the gazebos in
what seemed like record time. The
question “Has anyone got any sun
cream?” was even heard! A very big
thank you to Brian Kirkness for once
again transporting all the drums, poles
and bunting and co-ordinating the
erection of the booking tent as well as
taking them back home on Sunday
night to store for another year. Thanks
also to his company K&I for providing
the fire extinguishers.
The monsoon conditions returned overnight and I visualised there being a
tailback of cars down the Castle drive
and back to Lauder High Street.
Whilst it was wet and muddy in parts
of the showground the marshals did an
excellent job of keeping the cars moving on Sunday morning and most of the
22 cars made it in time for the drivers’
briefing. There had been a flurry of
last minute cancellations - Grant, having just rebuilt the Messerschmitt engine, failed to get the car MOT’d because he forgot the Dream Rides event
had been moved a week. He usually
gets it done on the Saturday but on
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Saturday the 9th the garage was
closed as all the mechanics had gone to
the TT races! Oops… Most unfortunately the driver’s windscreen wiper
mechanism on Tony Beverley’s Marcos
packed in on his way home on the Friday afternoon leading to his withdrawal whilst new member, Patrick
Hearn, was unable to get written approval from his insurers in time - very
disappointing for all of us.
Once again the public
were spoiled for
choice with 6 new cars
joining the regular
favourites this year.
We were pleased to
welcome 2 Committee
Members: Boo Grant,
who had a horrendous
journey up from the
south in her Hawk
Cobra with no wet
weather gear; and
Keith and Anne
Borkett who also had
a challenging drive
northwards in the Jaguar SS100. Hopefully the warm welcome made up for this. Trevor Maycock’s Jaguar E-type roadster proved
very popular as did the Ferrari F430
F1 Spider belonging to Graham Chappell. The oldest car in the line-up was
a 1912 Vauxhall Prince Henry which
was the first British built sports car. I
had my own exhilarating Dream Ride
in this wonderful vehicle. Perched high
above the road
and with no
windscreen
it
proved a very
bracing and exciting experience.
B rakin g
was
done using the
hand brake and
gear
changes
rather than the
foot
brake!
Other British cars
attending were 4
TVRs - a Chimaera 400, a
Chimaera 450, a
Cerbera and a

400SE; 2 Jaguars - an XK Convertible
and a XKR; a Morgan Series 2 4/4.
Our muscle cars this year included a
Dodge Viper, a Shelby rep A K Cobra
(great to see Bob and Ann Selby back
in good health, having missed last
year’s event) and a Lancia Delta Integrale. For eccentric fun there was the
Pembleton Grasshopper, a Messerschmitt and a Heinkel which, along with
James McChlery’s Lamborghini Diablo
claimed top spot with 10 rides each.

Completing the line-up were a Mercedes SLK 200, a Mini Cooper Sport
and a Ferrari 355 GTS. I am pleased
to say that all cars went out and we
sent a record breaking 94 rides down
the drive.
Sunday wasn’t without its incidents for
a couple of the drivers. Phil Robert’s
had commented on Saturday that the
Morgan had become a little reluctant
to start so we weren’t entirely surprised
when the SOS message arrived early
on Sunday morning saying he and
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Thirlestane Dream Rides 2012 (cont’d)
Daniel were still in Earlston as the car
had failed to start. Kate, who was our
Driver Liaison person this year, immediately jumped in her car with Mike’s
starting pack but for various reasons
this didn’t provide the answer and so
the rescue service was called out. We
had resigned to their not making it
again this year so were delighted
when an hour later they appeared. A
broken coil had been diagnosed and
like a good boy scout Phil was well
prepared with a spare in the boot.
Play was cut short on Sunday afternoon
for the TVR Cerbera. Andrew takes up
the story: I am sorry that I had to "pull
the plug" on taking people out - I was
pretty sure (but not quite 100%) that it
would be ok, but at one point when Phil
and I were diagnosing, there was a
shower of sparks and we couldn't see
where they were coming from (the heat
shield going "live" when we jiggled the
wires, as it happens, but you couldn't
see that at the time, but you can see
the burn marks on it now!). The main
fuel feed and return run just past there,
and Cerberas (and Chimaeras for that
matter) have been known to burst into
flames in that area because of perished fuel lines, and that almost inevitably results in a total loss. Although my
pipes have been renewed and are
heat-shielded and insulated (for that

very reason), I didn't want to take
the risk when there was a danger
of sparks in that same area - people find it hard enough to locate
the right button to open the door
anyway, without the added pressure of flames licking round their
vitals. I didn't think, either, that a
pre-flight safety briefing along the
lines of "in the event that the car
catches fire, lift that bit of carpet
and pull the emergency handle"
would go down well.” Prior to
Andrew having to withdraw he
had taken out a young lad who had
commented with a large grin on his
face “I’ve left my spine in that car! For
an old guy, he sure can drive.”
There was one particularly happy family in attendance. Lorraine Thomson
from Galashiels had won one of the
vouchers in a publicity competition run
by BVAC in the local press. She, her
husband Rob and their family Finlay
and Emma were joined by friend
Frankie Lee. It was certainly their lucky
day as she also won the Raffle prize
bear. This made up for Emma not being able to take a ride in a micro car
because she was too young.
I must sincerely thank EVERYONE who
helped make this event so successful
and a special thank you to Mike Webber for all his support prior to the

Dream Rides weekend despite him still
being in post-op recovery. Hexham
Horseless Carriages kindly supplied me
with tax disk holders whilst Global
Maritime Scotland printed off a supply
of the passenger indemnity forms. Dick
and Pat also donated the lovely bear
(Bruno) for the raffle. It was a pleasure to meet recently joined Polars Istar
Macias-Brun, Nicola Hocking and
Graeme Ross for the first time.
We look forward to formally presenting £2,700 (of which £1,800 was giftaided) to the Borders Children’s Charity.
Fiona Davies

The Lammermuir Lope and Coldingham Gala
Jeff and Mary Jane Ferris set up a
superb weekend around the Coldingham Gala. The Polar Bears were having a stand at the Gala on Sunday but
Jeff and Mary-Jane organised the most
enjoyable Lammermuir Lope on the
Saturday. The entrants assembled at
Coldingham in blustery sunshine. It was
good to meet new local Polars Paul
and Lynne Warner in their Porsche.
There were eight cars due to go on the
Lope, but unfortunately Brian Short had
an altercation with a caravan on the
A1 - luckily no-one was hurt. So, that
left seven entrants raring to go and we
set off at 5 minute intervals to do a
beautifully scenic 57 mile run - including two fords - to the Riverside Restau-

rant at Abbey St Bathans.
After a tasty lunch and a quick look at
the artwork on show, we set off for the
20 miles back to Coldingham - through
another, deeper ford - and
then the rain started. Everyone adjourned to the Ferris’
for coffee while Brian and
Helen took Mary-Jane’s
wee Mini for a spin before
writing out the cheque! It’s
good to keep cars within the
Club.
The three course dinner was
at the New Inn, Coldingham
and a) was delicious, b) had
very generous portions and
c) was enjoyed by all. Af-

ter dinner, there was a fiendish Ferris
photo quiz - we had been warned to
keep an eye open for things of note on
the route. We all struggled to put them
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The Lammermuir Lope and Coldingham Gala (cont’d)

in order - it is a lot harder than you’d
think! However, it was entertaining and
was won by Mike and Fiona. We then
had the raffle with everyone getting a
prize. Combined entry fees and raffle
money raised £110.
Sunday morning brought blue skies.
Despite the recent rain the showground
had drained well in most parts and we
got the gazebo safely erected and the
bears displayed. On going back to the
estate to get the Cool Wall, Fiona realised that her blue car was now sporting
a great number of white spots while
George’s Mercedes parked next to it
had large splats of seagull poo down
one side. Thanks to Dick producing his
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spray bottle of water from the boot of
the Jag and Jeff returning home to fill
a watering can we managed to clean
the cars before the show opened to the
public. Thank goodness the hood had
been up at the time
of the bombardment!
Sheila and Pat did
sterling work in selling
the bears whilst Kate
and Fiona concentrated on engaging
the public with the
Cool Wall. Ron was
Sheila’s first customer
of the day having
declared “I need a

bigger one to be the same as David
Bruce and Andrew Carrie!” (fellow Polars and TVR owners). Sheila of course
ensured that the bear’s fur was a perfect match for the Chimaera upholstery,
as well as its size being a perfect fit
between the seats. Brian, Dick, Ron
and George talked cars with the interested public. Apart from one short
sharp shower, which awoke the dozing
Brian in the V8 Roadster, we had a dry
and, at times, hot day. Ice-creams
were even consumed. First, second and
third prize rosettes were awarded by
the show organisers to the TVR Chimaera, the Jaguar XJS and the MG V8
Roadster.
Another £221 was generated from
Sunday’s bear sales and Cool Wall
donations - an excellent result. We
look forward to making the £331 donation to the Scottish Association for
Children with Heart Disorders.
Helen Kirkness and Fiona Davies

Autumn 2012
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Koala Region Activity Update (cont’d)
(Continued from page 20)

passerby throughout the 2 days as
were some exquisite cars, old and new
and covering road
and
all
areas of
m o torsport.
We had a
consistent
flow
of
passengers
over the 2
days with
plenty of
smiling
faces and
a varied
range of cars to provide the experiences from a Radical, KTM X-Bow and
Ariel Atom through to a Rolls Royce
Phantom Drop Head and a Bentley
Mulsanne allowing the family to get out
together. Sunday’s sunshine brought
more people to come and see what we
were doing, the ‘open’ cars attracted a
lot of interest and both the Nissan
GTR’s were consistently on the move.
There also seemed to be a lot of interest from the residents of Overton
watching an unusual group of cars going past and in total we raised £6,000.
We will also have attended Burpham
Classics on the 2nd September and the

Concorde Classics on the 9th September by the time the magazine is out
and have raised more money for local
charities.
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Trudi and I wish to pass
our thanks onto Max,
Baz, members of the
committee and all the
drivers and helpers who
have come to these
events from the various
regions and have truly
helped us get the Koala’s
off the ground in a very
positive way.
Huw & Trudi

Autumn 2012
The Spirit of Adventure - Alasdair Campbell (Part 2)
....you will remember from the last magazine that we left Alasdair on a visit to
Ellesmere Port, on a tour of the Vauxhall
factory where the Astra is built. Alasdair
picks it up after this visit...
My adventure then took me into Wales.
This is a nation I knew very little about,
but it left me wanting to explore further. With the bilingual signs and beguiling place-names wreaking havoc
with my planned route through the
country, I decided, in the spirit of adventure, to point the car approximately
South and see where the road would
take me. It took me to the charming
little village of Bala at the head of a
magnificent lake, where a local gentleman, giving me directions, offered an
alternative route to my hotel via “The
Hell-fire Pass”. Well, I couldn't resist

volved in raising funds for the Muscular
Dystrophy campaign. He has taken on
the challenge of running this year's London Marathon, with the aim of raising
at least £5,000, and promote awareness of the condition which affects his
own young nephew. He has a donation
page at:
“http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
JustinBaird-Murray” where you can
support his sterling efforts.
From Llandrindod
Wells, I skirted the
edge of the Brecon
Beacons, and crossed
the Severn Bridge
back into England,
making my way to
Guildford, and the
quaint little village of
Dunsfold, where I met
up for lunch with the
Koala Bears' very
own Huw Page. Huw
had been my “fixer”
in the South, and had
managed to arrange one of the most
anticipated stops of the journey. With
our “Dream Rides” Sweaters on, Huw

and an hour later the Astra GTC was
clinging to the ragged-edge of an impossibly steep hillside, with Birds-ofPrey circling far below in the valley
beside me. The road had clearly
earned its fearsome nickname.
That evening I spent the night at a favourite of the Sporting Bears Motor
Club, The Metropole Hotel in Llandrindodd Wells. It is ideally placed for
driving tours in Mid- and South Wales
and specifically caters for car clubs
and road trips. It has a large car park,
very comfortable, well equipped
rooms, and beautifully prepared and
presented food. It really was one of
the highlights of my tour.
I was pleased to learn that the Managing Director of the Metropole was, himself, a Bear, and is also actively in-

and I made our way to Dunsfold Park,
home of the BBC's Top Gear test track.
However, we weren't there to set a
time in the Astra GTC, we were there to
visit one of the most remarkable schools
in the country.

The Jigsaw Trust has set up a tremendous environment, at the edge of the
former RAF base, for children affected
by Autism Spectrum Disorders, to interact with each other and learn the valuable life skills, that they simply wouldn't
pick up in the conventional education
system. With members of staff far outweighing the numbers of pupils, each
child is afforded the one-to one care
that they need to develop and learn

the skills required to integrate more
fully with their peers when they leave
school. To that end, the Jigsaw School
is looking to refurbish a second
unit on the site to cater for the
young adults who still require
educational development, but
are legally unable to share the
facilities in place for children.
The fantastic characters of
many of the kids attending the
school really shone through in
my brief time there, and it was
a real pleasure and privilege
to be able to visit them on my
tour.
Leaving Surrey, and apart from
almost running out of fuel in an
Oxford traffic-jam, it was a
leisurely drive to the West Midlands,
where I spent the weekend at the excellent Haseley Coach House Motel.
This unique B&B is tucked up a little
country lane, near Warwick, and comprises of a charming terrace of 6 or 7
little one-room cottages, with plenty of
space to park right outside each door.
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The Spirit of Adventure - Alasdair Campbell (cont’d)
Another ideal stop for a road-trip or
tour.
After spending much longer than
planned in Coventry, reminiscing of my
days studying there, I opted to take
the motorway North to make it to my
overnight stop in York. I couldn't help
feeling this went against the spirit of
my trip, so the following day I banned
motorways, and enjoyed a fantastic
drive through the Yorkshire Moors,
and, beyond Darlington, into the heart
of Border Country.
Crossing back into Scotland, I wound
my way up to Edinburgh, where I met
up with Polar Bears Mike Davies and

Andrew Carrie, before going to see
one of the bigger charities supported
by the Club.

visit these remarkable hospices and
see how effective their style of care
can be.

The Children's Hospice Association,
Scotland (CHAS) operates two hospices, Rachel House in Kinross, and
Robin House in Balloch, as well as the
“CHAS @ Home” service which provides carers to households when a
child is unable to travel to a hospice.
Requiring more than £7million pounds
a year to operate it's services, CHAS
is grateful for every single penny received, and has received almost
£20,000 from the Sporting Bears.
Throughout the year CHAS runs open
days, and guided tours to let people

On the final day of my road-trip, I left
Edinburgh across the Forth Bridge and
took the wonderful A823 from Dunfermline to the Gleneagles Hotel. This
route was seemingly built for the heroic Astra GTC, and was a fitting way
to round off my epic adventure, before arriving back in Perth and returning, once again, to Peter Vardy Vauxhall.
Alasdair Campbell

WOBURN 2012 - SHIRE BEARS
decided to put on Dream rides in
2013.
As usual this year the rain threatened
the event and at the last minute
Stephen had to change the site from
the Abbey to the area outside the
Safari park. I have to say that considering the late change of plans everything went off perfectly. There were
the usual supporters of the Shires and
very interesting Leather A7 owned by
Mr Peter Hennel, which is covered in a
separate article. Anyway, the ground
was good, no mud and firm. I left the
hood on my Westie just in case!! Mike

This was our first
visit to Woburn by
invitation of Stephen
Smith of Greenwood
Exhibitions and in
particular the Woburn team who were
keen for us to put on
Dream rides at this
venue. Unfortunately
there
was
not
enough time to set it
up for this year, so
after a meeting
between Andy, Pip
and Stephen, it was
Page 28

Gardener kindly agreed to do the
presentation for the Bears in the
arena, while I finished putting up the
stand with able help from Naomi and
Sara on the display. Mike Gardener
and Rob Anzalone were chosen for the
Fathers Day Competition with their
Jaguar XKR and The EVO 6. The idea
was to guess the BHP top speed etc.
The winner received an award.
It was good to see our treasurer, Boo
Grant arrive with her distinctive orange Westfield 11 especially as the
car has no weather equipment at all.
The car created quite a bit of interest
during the event.
It was certainly a
brilliant day and
every body went
home with a big
smile. A special mention goes to Mike
Martin for transporting the Gazebo and
display units and to
everyone
that
helped to make this
a really good day
for the Shire Bears.
Dave Muttock
Area Rep, Shire
Bears, SBMC.

Autumn 2012
SHIRE BEARS SUMMER REPORT 2012
Our Monthly Meetings have been very well supported over
the summer period with several new members joining the
regular crowd. Jan and Mick Starmer volunteered to organize a run out to a local pub for the June get together. This
saw 12 cars set out from the Overstone Manor for a lovely
40 mile ride round the countryside before ending up at the
Montagu Arms in Barnwell. Everyone enjoyed the night so
much that we have asked them to do another run out in September.
Earlier in the season we had attended the Woburn Classic
Car Show and the Silverstone Classic. Both of these events
are coved in their own reports.

Our thanks go to Brian Evans and Trevor Davis for their kind
donation to the charity funds following Trevor’s sons school
proms.
We are looking forward to our visit to the Blenheim Horse
Trials on 9th September and our Curborough Track Day on
the 30th September. Reports on these activities will be in the
next edition of Bear Facts.
Dave Muttock.
Area Rep Shire Bears

SILVERSTONE CLASSIC 2012 - SHIRE BEARS
We arrived at the circuit on Thursday afternoon to set up the
Bears stand only to find that the area allocated to us was
almost waterlogged. Managing to find one piece of dry
ground we set up the tent and hoped that things would not

complimentary tickets enabled us to raise a total of £103.30
over the weekend. On Saturday evening, each car club was
invited to send one car for the parade lap of the circuit.
Brian Evans did the honours with his beautiful P4, which made
a show amidst the GT40, Porsche and Mazda’s.
This years racing lived up to expectations with a
really good field in the “Gentleman Drivers” pre 66
GT. It was the 50th anniversary of the Cobra and
Ford Cortina and the 25th for the Ferrari F40, all of
which were well represented on the Club stands.
Everyone who attended had a great time and we
were all grateful that the weather did not get any
worse to spoil the fun. Thanks to Chris Turner for
taking the pictures that accompany this article.
Dave Muttock
Area Rep Shire Bears

get any worse overnight. Later that day our
club ambassador, Paul Presgraves, arrived
with his Formula 4 car. Unfortunately his
transporter got stuck in the boggy ground
and had to be towed off by the Silverstone
staff. With no safe place to park, Paul had
to return home. We really appreciated his
efforts to try and support the club.
Over the next three days we had a good
show of member’s cars displayed on the
grass and everyone managed to get on and
off without getting into trouble. There was a
lot of interest in the club from other drivers
and the public and we ran out of membership application forms by Sunday. Our donation buckets together with the sale of some
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Mello sponsors The Sporting Bears Motor Club by providing all of
the clubs stationary requirements free of charge
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Midlands Bears - our recent events in 2012
Sunday 8th July 2012
Day Drive-Out

Our forthcoming events through the Autumn 2012:

Meeting up at ‘The Halfway House’ between Shrewsbury and
Welshpool, and after the necessary ‘bacon butties’ a group
of 20 Bears in 10 cars had a very enjoyable drive-out
through superb scenery over the Long Mynd, returning early
afternoon for Sunday lunch. The day ably organised by
Hugh Jackson, with some (subtle?) input from Sonia!

Sunday 14th October 2012
Lunchtime Meet

Sunday 29th July 2012
Shelsley Walsh ‘Classic Weekend’

Friday 16th to Sunday 18th November 2012
NEC Classic Motor Show

Midlands Bears arranged a return visit to Shelsley Walsh for
the 2nd day of the ‘Classic Weekend’. We welcomed a
group of 23 Bears & Friends to our reserved Terrace area,
where we had a good display of cars on show. The weather
allowed picnics on the grass, some of the time! We were
particularly pleased to have a prominent Sporting Bears
centre page spread in the weekend Event Programme; and
we were warmly welcomed over the PA system. This helped
us to recruit three new members, two offering quite an eclectic collection of motor vehicles.

Sunday 26th August 2012
Coventry ‘Festival of Motoring’
See report on Page 29.

We will be meeting for an informal lunchtime ‘gathering’ at
The Rose & Crown Inn Portway B48 7JD
M42 jct 3 / A435 from 12.30pm
www.roseandcrownportway.co.uk

Sunday 16th December 2012
Christmas Lunch
From 12.00 midday at The Rose & Crown Inn Portway B48
7JD www.roseandcrownportway.co.uk
Pre-booking is required – by email to Kim Dobbs please:
i-camuk@hotmail.com
Do come & join us where you can – you will be very welcome!
Ian & Cindy - Midlands Bears
iansnelling@talktalk.net
phone 0121 705 0357 mo 0771 4265505

THANK YOU LETTERS FROM OUR CHARITIES
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DREAM RIDES - NEC 2012
16 - 18 November
The Sporting Bears have again been
invited to run Dream Rides at the Classic Car Show at the NEC, Birmingham
on 16-18 November 2012. Last year’s
event was very successful raising in
excess of £37,000 over the 3 days.
We are hoping for a similarly successful event this year. We aim to achieve
the £1 million mark for donations made
since the Bears started back in 1989.

CARS
In 2011 we had 70 cars on the Friday
and over 100 on the Saturday and
Sunday. We need similar numbers this
year. Following a number of incidents
we are now asking all drivers to provide written confirmation that their insurers will provide cover for Dream
Rides so we would be grateful if you
could register well in advance.

Last year’s change of location caused
several problems due to the proximity
and influence of Top Gear Live. This
year we have been relocated to Hall
12 with a much improved viewing area
which will hopefully attract more interest in Dream Rides. However, Top
Gear Live is no longer running at the
same time so this may cause a reduction in footfall.

Please email Kim Dobbs for details:
i-camuk@hotmail.com

As ever we need your help

HELPERS
Without the tremendous level of help
we receive the event could not be run
successfully. We need help in the following areas
Garage Marshals - to help direct traffic and load passengers
Booking Desk - to help with form filling
and taking the donations

MORE THANK YOU LETTERS FROM OUR CHARITIES
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Dream Ride promotion - to stand by
the car walls and along the viewing
area to tell everyone what Dream
Rides is all about (we also need a coordinator for this)
If you can help please contact Andrew
Lake
SWEATSHIRTS
The NEC sweatshirts have become
sought after fashion accessories. We
only get given 50 and never have
enough for all the helpers, drivers, etc.
Looking at last year’s pictures, the orange shirts proved highly visible. We
are therefore going for the same colour
scheme so if you have one of last
year’s sweatshirts please bring it along
with you.
Event organiser – Andrew Lake
email -Andrew.lake@talk21.com
mobile - 07749 286802

Autumn 2012
COVENTRY FESTIVAL OF MOTORING
static Display of vehicles, and our Club
regalia shop open for business. Our
Patron Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams joined
us with his Datsun 240Z, spending the
day with us meeting and mingling with
ourselves and others. The Charity we
were supporting was Zoe’s Place, the
baby hospice located nearby in Coventry. Their General Manager with two

volunteers were with us to support the
effort - which proved really worthwhile with a fantastic sum, including Gift
Aid, of £2,500 raised. Our thanks to
All those who came and helped to
make the Day the success it was.
Ian & Cindy Snelling

Sporting Bears were invited to be
an important part of this ‘Festival
of Motoring’ held at the National
Agricultural Centre in Stoneleigh
Park nr Coventry/Kenilworth. The
Festival was organised by the
Coventry Museum of Transport to
showcase much of the Midlands
past & present motor industry
heritage. The August Bank Holiday Sunday arrived with the sun
shining, and soon the Sporting
Bears paddock was set-up with an
excellent range of cars for
‘Dream Rides’ together with a
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MORE THANK YOU LETTERS FROM OUR CHARITIES

Caption Competition - from Summer 2012
Thanks to everyone who entered the last Caption Competition. Tony
Abbiss came quite close with his two entries of “No, I am not Jimmy
Greaves”, and “This is going to look much better in the same colour as
my jumper .....”. I did have a few entries with a similar answer, so to
be fair the prize has gone to the first of these answers received.
Well done Kathy King, with “Just giving the old e-type a quick
buff........ Should have gone to Specsavers”. Your prize will be on its
way shortly.
See page 38, for this edition’s caption competition.
keithborkett@hotmail.com
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It all started with a cup of tea...
On Sunday 8th July a small group of
18 Bears met at the Halfway House,
Shropshire.
For Hugh and Sonia Jackson this area is
their summer home. It was at one of
our Midlands Bears Sunday lunches at
the end of last
year when we
were planning
our calendar for
2012.
I just
harmlessly mentioned that we
could all pop
over for a nice
cup of tea, and
bef ore
you
knew it there
was a date
booked in the
diary and Hugh
was organizing
a Bears run.
With the bad
weather
and
non stop rain
causing floods
the week running up to the
event it is always a worry
what the day would bring - all I can
say is Hugh must have been saying his
prayers every night for the month before. As I left home that morning it was
grey, but no rain to be seen. In true
Bears style the day started with bacon
baps and a cuppa. Hugh was there to
wave us off at two minute intervals and
we headed for Snailbeach. Approximately 40 minutes later we arrived at
the Bog Centre for tea and cake (well
it is mid morning by now - how would
we survive until lunchtime?)
After leaving the Bog Centre we
headed for Clun via Long Mynd pass.
What fantastic driving roads even in
my reserve car, my Street KA - although in the sunshine I am beginning to
wish I had the Westfield with me.
Well, its no good pining now. It got
that warm I had to stop and take off
my coat, and I believe I wasn’t the only
one.
By 2.30 most of us had appeared back

at the Halfway House. It is at this point
I would like to thank my co-driver
Sharon, who did an excellent job navigating and didn’t get us lost once without using the satnav that I told her had
to stay in her handbag. For those of us

who arrived back first we couldn’t believe the tales of the torrential down
pour that turned the roads into rivers –
were had they been? We hadn’t seen
any of that. We were watching the
clouds rolling in over
the hills, but
before they
reached the
pub we had
taken
a
group photo
and were all
safely inside
enjoying our
S u n d a y
lunch. I am
now
glad
the
Westfield is at
home.
To most of
our surprise

there was an appearance from the
broken exhaust pipe trophy. I had
wondered why people kept asking if
we had got lost, taken any wrong turns,
done anything daft, but it is only a
morning run surly not……. anyway I
think we have
all learned to
keep our tales
to ourselves if
Bob is on a
tour. It seems
we were all
safe as on this
occasion it was
awarded
to
someone who
hasn’t won it
before - the
final recipient
of this prestige
award
was
Bob, I believe
for having his
mobile phone in
the boot.
I would just like
to finish with a
big thank you
to Hugh and
Sonia for organizing both a lovely
event, and the weather.
Kim Dobbs
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REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
Availability
There is a wide range of regalia available, but some items are of limited availability. Please call or email to check current
stock levels. We are hoping to restock on sweatshirts in time for the NEC.
Pricing
Postage and packing is now included in the cost, which explains some apparent price increases.
Size guide
The wide range of regalia which is currently available comes from a number of different manufacturers, each of which uses a
slightly different system of sizing. So as well as giving the labelled garment size, I have added the garment’s underarm
measurement.
To get the right size:
either measure a garment of your own, which feels right, and select a similar garment size
or take your own underarm measurement and allow extra for ‘ease’. A close fitting garment
like a polo shirt will need 3-4 inches of ease, a jacket will need more than that.
Unisex V-Necked Fleece by TU £16.00 each

Unisex Sweatshirt by George £16.00 each

long sleeves with embroidered badge

long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge

Garment Size

Garment Size
S
Navy, burgundy

M

L

46”

48”

XL

S

XXL

M

XL

XXL

XL

XXL

L

XL

XXL

12

14

14/16

16/18

31”

34”

XL

XXL

Black

Ladies’ Zipped Fleece by TU £16.00 each

Unisex Half-Zip Fleece £16.00 each

long sleeves, full length zip, front seams and pockets

long sleeves with embroidered badge

49”

Garment Size

Garment Size
8

10

Soft green

12

16

41”

S

M

L

42”

46”

47”

S

M

18
47”

Grey

Unisex Showerproof Jacket by Result £16.00 each

Gents’ Zipped Fleece by George

full length zip and fold away collar. Logo embroidered in yellow.

long sleeves, full length zip and pockets

Garment Size
S/M
Dark navy

L

Garment Size

L/XL

54”

Black

Ladies’ Strappy Vest Top by Papaya £8.00 each

46”

Ladies’ Strappy Vest Top by George £8.00 each

with embroidered logo in complimentary colours

with embroidered logo in complimentary colours

8
Sky Blue, Red, Yellow

12

14

30”

14/16

16/18

34”

36”

8
Black, White

Unisex Polo Shirts by Easy £14.00 each

Unisex Polo Shirts by Jerzees £14.00 each

short-sleeved, with embroidered badge in complimentary colours

short-sleeved, with embroidered badge or logo* in complimentary colours

Lots of colours
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S

M

L

XL

40-43”

43-46”

47”

50”

XXL

S
Royal Blue

40”

M

L

Autumn 2012
REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
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REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
Gents’ Shirts £14.00 each by Elliette Barnes, Blue Lake, or Pierre Leon

Unisex Sweat shirt (no manufacturer’s name)

mid blue poly-cotton, short sleeved, with embroidered badge

S

M

38”

40-42”

L

XL

XXL
48”

Unisex Dream Rides Sweat Shirt by Gildan £16.00 each

Grey, Black

M

M

L

45”

48”

XL

S

M

Bright blue
Unisex Sweat Shirt by Fruit of the Loom £16.00 each
long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge

M

L

XL

XXL

38”

Bright green, navy blue

S

M

38-40”

43”

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Kustom Kit £16.00 each

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Boston £16.00 each

long sleeves, round neck with embroidered badge.

long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge

S
Red

M

L

XL

XXL

48”

S
Navy blue, royal blue

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Hanes £16.00 each

XL

XXL

L

XL

XXL

L

XL

XXL

XL

XXL

L

M

45-46”

49”

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Easy £16.00 each

long sleeves, round neck with embroidered badge.

S
Black

XXL

51”

long sleeves, round neck with logo embroidered in yellow.

S

XL

long sleeves, full length zip and pouch pockets

XXL

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Screen Stars £16.00 each

Navy, Royal Blue

L
41”

Unisex Zipped Sweat Shirt by George £15.00 each

embroidered badge and BP Ultimate transfer on front, Dream Rides transfer on back.

S

S
Royal Blue

long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge

M

L

XL

XXL

40”

S
Putty

Unisex Hi-vis Jacket £5.00 each

M

L
50”

Tax-disc Holder £2.00 each

with reflective bands and logo embroidered in complimentary colours.

S
Bright Yellow

M

Round - approx 7 cm diameter
L

XL

XXL

Rectangular - approx 7 x 21 cm

48”

Enamel Lapel Pin Badge £2.00 each

Car Sticker £2.00 each - yellow, with logo

Ball-point pen £2.00 each

Baseball Cap £6.00 each - navy with embroidered badge. Adjustable head band.

Caption Competition
Yes, I know, it’s Trevor again. And it looks like he’s in that car that still
isn’t his. This was taken at the Silverstone Classic event this year. It
makes me think as to how it’s always Trevor that manages to get himself into these situations? Anyway, I’ll try not to think too hard, otherwise I’ll need to lie down for a bit.
Please let me have your captions for this - by the end of November
please. There is a prize (a nice one) for the winner.
I wonder if he’ll be the subject of the next caption competition too.
keithborkett@hotmail.com
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Autumn 2012
Forthcoming Events
October 2012
20th

Liverpool One

Max Walker

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk

Andrew Lake

Andrew.lake@rockingham.co.uk

November 2012
16-19th

NEC Dream Rides, Birmingham

MORE THANK YOU LETTERS FROM OUR CHARITIES
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