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SPRING 2013
Editor’s Edicts
This has to be one of the
most exciting parts of the
year. Bears (including those
of the Sporting variety)
come out of hibernation,
cars are taken out from underneath their dust covers,
cleaned, polished, and fettled in anticipation of things
to come.
This Spring edition of the
magazine is notoriously the
most difficult to put together
as there has been generally
little activity over the past
few months - visible activity
that is. Many of the regional representatives have
been working extremely
hard behind the scenes to
put together one of the busiest and most comprehensive
programmes for the year
ahead that I can remember.
However, there are also
events from last year that
we haven’t reported on yet,
as well as trip reports from
some of our members, which
has meant that this edition is
still as comprehensive and
action packed as those at
other times of the year.
As well as our regular sections, we have reports and
plans from all of the regions,
plus a number of new events
that are being planned.

There is the Stratford Festival of Motoring over the
Spring Bank Holiday, a Fun
Tour to Guernsey in the middle of April, plus we have
reports from events and
trips throughout last year.
The last part of Tony Ransom’s birthday visit to
Goodwood is described,
plus also a trip of a lifetime
from Bob Howes who
seemed to spend some time
gadding about Europe in
search of Mount Olympus.
Max reports on the various
and numerous events that he
put on last year, including
CarFests North & South, plus
Four Days in NW, and the
Etihad Motor Show in
Wilmslow. We have a report from The Polars who
spent a thoroughly enjoyable day with The Clowndoctors by the sound of
things, and from The Midlands Bears we have a summary of their 2012, and
what they have in store form
2013. The Shire Bears continue their exploits this year,
and The Koala Bears seem
to going from strength to
strength with the activities
that they are planning. Baz
is also keeping the Surfing
Bears on their toes with a
number of new activities,

including an invite to TankFest 2013, which sounds
intriguing. We also have
Paul Bonsall’s Caper Revival
Tour to look forward to in
early May.
Fancy a 2014 Sporting
Bears Calendar?
Please
take a look at Hilary’s proposal on Page 10, join some
of our events, and get snapping.
Our cover photos this time
(again courtesy of Paul
Griffiths) are from the Etihad Motor Show (main pic),
and CarFest South.
All in all, it looks like an extremely busy year ahead, so
please take a look at the
diary on Page 39, and keep
an eye out on our web site,
and get in touch with the
organisers if you want to
take part. Then of course,
when you’ve done that, you
can send in a little report
and pictures to me, so that
we can put them in the mag
and show everyone else
what they have been missing.

BEARS (INCLUDING
THOSE OF THE
SPORTING VARIETY)
COME OUT OF
HIBERNATION, CARS
ARE TAKEN OUT
FROM UNDERNEATH
THEIR DUST
COVERS, CLEANED,
POLISHED, AND
FETTLED IN
ANTICIPATION OF
THINGS TO COME.

Happy reading, and even
happier driving.
Keith Borkett
keithborkett@hotmail.com

PRINTING DEADLINES FOR BEAR FACTS
Summer 2013

Articles submitted by end May 2013

Autumn 2013

Articles submitted by end August 2013

-

Magazine delivery early July 2013
Magazine delivery early October 2013
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BEAR FACTS
Chairman’s Chatter

BARRIE’S FIRST
MAJOR WIN WAS
ON THE WELSH
INTERNATIONAL
RALLY IN 1964 ON
MANY OF THE SAME
ROADS THAT WE
WILL BE COVERING
LATER IN THE YEAR.
BARRIE WILL ALSO BE
DRIVING THE VERY
SAME MINI COOPER
S THAT HE DROVE ALL
THOSE YEARS AGO.

Welcome to what is likely to
be the busiest and most varied year yet for the Sporting
Bears Motor Club. The year
has officially started with the
AGM a couple of weeks
ago, thank you to all who
turned up, another good
turnout. Alright, it’s not usually the most exciting date
on the calendar but this year
there was a special ingredient; our Patron, Barrie
Whizzo Williams took the
time to come along and he
entertained us royally in the
hour before lunch.
Hagerty SBMC Classic Challenge
Barrie Williams is attending
many events this year but
when he heard about Chris
Glasbey’s classic tour in
Wales next September he
jumped at the chance to join
in the fun, and re-live some
highlights from his youth.
Barrie’s first major win was
on the Welsh International
Rally in 1964 on many of the
same roads that we will be
covering later in the year.
Barrie will also be driving
the very same Mini Cooper S
that he drove all those years
ago. If you are toying with
the idea of entering this
great event then get your
entry in as soon as you can
because our Patron will be
entertaining us again with a
bit of after dinner speaking
– and his stories are well
worth hearing.
Balancing Events
Also at the AGM we had an
open discussion about the
direction of the club and the
type of events we run. I
wanted this discussion to be
on the agenda to ensure that
we, as a Committee, are
doing the things that you, the
membership, require. There
was a good deal of comment
from the floor and I would

Page 4

say that the overall consensus
was that we get it about
right. We have got great
people doing amazing things
now with fund-raising events,
allowing ever bigger contributions to charities, and that
pace is only going to increase over the coming year.
What I would like to emphasise is that not every event
has to raise money. I am
concerned that there might
be people out there who
have ideas for events but
feel that their event “might
not be good enough”. Bears’
outings don’t have to include
cars, don’t have to raise
grand sums of money, and
can last from a half day
meeting upwards – your
imagination is the only restriction. Basically the type
of event depends on who is
prepared to organise it.
Leaving the Committee
Two people announced that
they would be leaving the
Committee at the AGM and
they will each be missed.
Dave Muttock - Dave has run
the Shire Bears for a number
of years now & leaves it a
thriving & vibrant region
which has put on some fantastic & imaginative events.
Dave has put a huge amount
of time and effort into making the Shires what they are
today & he will be some act
to follow. Dave will still be
organising the odd event.
Colin Mitchell – Colin, well
what can you say about
Colin? Without his steady
hand at the helm for over
half the life of the Bears we
just wouldn’t be the Club that
we are today.
Colin’s
steadiness, determination,
foresight and leadership are
legendary. He was a great
Chairman and his contributions to the Committee since
he stood down have been
immeasurable.
Colin tried

to resign at the last committee meeting but we refused,
unanimously, to accept his
resignation. Well his determination finally won through
and he will be greatly
missed at the meetings.
My thanks go to both Dave
& Colin and I look forward
to seeing you both in 2013.
The Saga of our V8
I thought my mechanic was
being a bit ambitious when
he said, “I should have it
back to you before Christmas”. So, on 18th February,
I finally got my hands back
on the steering wheel. Well,
for a few days anyway, as
the increased oil pressure
was too much for the oil
cooler (about the only ancillary I didn’t have replaced)
which sprouted a leak and
left a nice puddle on the
drive. Thankfully no harm
was done. The first thing
that struck me was the lack
of mechanical noise from
under the bonnet, silence up
front and just that fabulous
V8 burble from the exhaust.
The engineers have done a
fantastic job, the engine feels
so strong from practically no
revs at all – which is good as
I am limited to just 2,500RPM
for the first 500 miles! Talk
about discipline, this really is
testing my restraint. It has,
though, given me the opportunity to get out onto the
country roads around Essex
to get some miles on the
clock and to remind myself
just how beautiful the Essex
countryside truly is. I keep
hoping to put together a
short tour of my home county
but commitments just don’t
seem to allow the time. Oh
well, when I retire next time
perhaps… Unless you fancy
giving it a go?
Mike McSean
sbchairman@ntlworld.com
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The SBMC Midlands Region have been approached to be a part of the Event taking
place this year over the Spring Bank Holiday Sunday 5 th and Monday 6th May to
offer ‘Dream Rides’ to the public in the middle of Stratford upon Avon.
This historic town better known as the home of Shakespeare is hosting the Stratford Festival of Motoring. The event is being organized jointly by Stratforward and
Shakespeare Country, and is the first event of its kind in the tow but they hope
will grow from year to year.
The whole weekend is featuring cars and bikes through the ages with displays in
and around the town and will take place on the ‘paved areas’ throughout the town
centre, with activities and the ‘run’ cars being parked on the waterfront and
around the Shakespeare Theatre. The event will also incorporate two days of interesting drives of around 50 miles for participants.
The Sunday, The Test Hills Run, named after the roads used before purpose-built
test circuits by the midlands motor manufactures. They would use the steepest
hills in Warwickshire and surrounding areas to test the cars pulling power and
braking ability.
The Monday is dedicated to a motoring Treasure Hunt using a shorter route.
There will be prizes! Entrants are being encouraged to participate in both days
which will hopefully see an increase to visitors for Stratford over this already busy
weekend.
The organizers are keen for the Sporting Bears to be a part of this event and have
offered us a large area for display and Dream Rides to take place on the Bank
Holiday Monday and will be advertising ’Dream Rides’ as a main feature.
Being a new event we don’t know what to expect however, if you would like to
join us at the event and register your car for ‘Dream Rides’ or bring a car as part
of a static display please contact Kim at i-camuk@hotmail.com or 07814 065682.
We will be raising funds for the Jennifer Trust a Stratford-on-Avon based charity.

Kim Dobbs
Midlands Bears
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Membership Report
What an amazing start to the New Year for
the club, with membership currently standing
at an all-time high at 541 members.

FOR THOSE MEMBERS
WHO PAY BY
STANDING ORDER,
PLEASE WOULD YOU
ENSURE THAT YOU
INFORM YOUR BANK
TO CHANGE YOUR

I am currently getting ready for what I feel
will be one of the busiest years with the
club. Looking at the calendar, there is something for everyone, whatever their taste in
events and, with the club being represented
at so many different venues this year, I am
confident our membership will continue to
rise. Throughout the winter (when bears usually hibernate!), our regional representatives
have been busy planning. So get yourselves
and your motors ready for what promises to
be a great year, not only for members but
also for the charities we are supporting.
The enthusiasm throughout the club to have
fun and raise funds for children’s charities

continues to thrive. However, don’t forget
that, as a member, you are invited to nominate a charity if you so wish. You will find
details of how to do this on our web site.
It only leaves me to ask you to remember to
book your place with the organisers of
events as early as possible to avoid disappointment, as some events are restricted to
numbers.
Happy Sporting Bears motoring to you all.
Janet McPherson
42 Cheshire Court,
off Peel Brow,
RAMSBOTTOM,
Lancs.
BL0 0BL
jdm.car@btopenworld.com

SUBSCRIPTION TO
THE CURRENT RATE.

A warm welcome to the following new members:

YOU NEED TO DO
THIS, AS WE

Paul Clifton

Northants

CANNOT CHANGE

John Turner

Walkington

Mark Sheldrick &
Pippa Felsinger

Kingston upon
Thames

Nicola & Keith Rose

Middlesex

Martin Walkingshaw

Cumbria

Vikram Swaminathan

Liverpool

Gary & Sophie Handa

Berkshire

Ian McDermott

Kent

Graham Martin

Middlesex

Charles Stuart Powell

Northants

Barry &
Margaret Milsom

North Yorkshire

STANDING ORDERS
AT OUR END

Christopher &
Moira Dove

Warwickshire

Robert Noble &
Beverley Mobbs

Wirral

Ian Cowe

Surrey

Alex & John Stewart

Essex

Stephen Willson

Essex

Andrew Young

Bristol

Richard Poynter &
Helena May

Hampshire

Chris & Joanna Paull

Surrey

Andy Spreag

Northants

Trevor Cooper

Northants

A thank you certificate from Medical
Detection Dogs, who
were one of the
charities we supported at NEC
2012.
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SPRING 2013
Charity Thank You Letters

MORE FROM
CAROLINE IN
THE NEXT
EDITION OF
BEAR FACTS
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Join us in a Fun drive and long weekend to Guernsey. We are proposing to take up to 10 cars
Guernsey on Friday 19th April 2013 staying 3 nights, returning to the main land on 22nd April.
The package will include ferry, bed, breakfast and evening meal. The emphasis of the weekend will be pleasure and some sightseeing. If there are any budding photographers out there
who would like to try their hand at landscape photography, I am getting some advice on where
to go for the best photos from the renowned Guernsey photographer Mike Bonsall. Examples of
his work can be found on www.mikebonsallphotography.com Hopefully we can get similar images.

Our hotel is the Blue Horizon Hotel, Head Chef is Sporting Bear member Steve Keenan. The
Hotel is found close to Moulin Huet bay, one of the prettiest parts of the island, immortalised
by Renoir and a very a convenient base from which to visit St Peter Port, or other locations
such as, Cobo Bay for sandy beaches, Fish and Chips and sunsets, or the peaceful rural interior
of the Ruettes Tranquilles'.
We will finalise the itinerary a bit nearer the
time, but the initial thoughts are :Meet in Poole to catch Hydrofoil to
Guernsey
Transfer to hotel and - possible Fish and
Chip supper at Cobo Bay
Meet at Breakfast and leisurely drive to
the Hospital Museum
Free afternoon
Dinner at Hotel
Meet at Breakfast on Sunday - photography or sightseeing, possible meet up with Guernsey Bears
Dinner at Hotel
Breakfast and depart for main land
Provisional costs £490 includes Ferry, Hotel and BB&E for 3 nights. Extra nights are £96 per couple. If you are interested, please contact Bryan King on;
bryan_meppershall@btinternet.com
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SPRING 2013
More Charity Thank You Letters

SHIRE BEARS
A group of members now meet regularly in the Northamptonshire area. If
you are interested in coming along, we get together on the second Thursday
of each month at the Overstone Manor at 8.00 pm. The pub is in Ecton
Lane, Sywell and the postcode is NN6 0BB.
All are welcome.
Email shirebears@tiscali.co.uk if you require any information
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SBMC 2014 Calendar?
Following the continuing success of the BBC’s Countryfile calendar, (used to raise funds for Children in Need) featuring viewers’
photographs, we thought we might try our own SBMC version for 2014.
So, please start taking lots of digital photos, and send them to us at SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com. We will organise a
selection panel (of at least 2 judges) and choose the 12 we like the best. These will then be made up into a SBMC 2014 calendar ready for sale at the NEC and through the web page and Bear Facts.
Your photos should be related in some way to cars, motoring or other SBMC activities (some discretion should be applied,
please!). Please send your photos with the highest possible resolution, we can always reduce the file size if it proves necessary.
We should like to receive them by the end of August, which gives time for those taken at Kimbolton to be included.
Hilary Cannon

Page 10

SPRING 2013
Why Goodwood? Part 2 - Tony Ransom
Continuing the article in the last magazine on Tony’s 60th birthday festivities at
Goodwood:
Saturday
Due to the overnight rain on Friday the
field for the car park was a bit slippery which set the mood for the rally
stage later in the day. We changed
our route into the Festival by taking the
metallised path to visit the Cathedral
Paddock rather than walk over the
bridge by the “Moving Motor Show” as
we had done on Friday, and saw Sir
Stirling Moss coming back into the paddock with his wife Susie in the Jaguar
XK120. Also in the paddock was the
Peugeot RCZ driven by Steve Palette.
As a consequence of the overnight rain
the rally stage didn’t open until
11.00am, so we changed our plans and
visited one of the many highlights of the
Festival - the Festival of Speed Technology exhibits housed in eco-friendly
igloos on the cricket pitch which included the biofuel Bavarian Motor
Works M3 with its blue sky and green
grass livery.
Before we made our way to the rally
stage we visited the Bloodhound Supersonic Car (SSC) project stand which had
a full size replica for the “car” whose
mission is to confront and overcome the
impossible using science, technology,
engineering and mathematics and motivate the next generation to deal with
global 21st century challenges. The
Bloodhound SSC is a jet and rocket
powered car designed to go at 1,000
mph. It has a slender body of approximately 14m length with two front
wheels within the body and two rear
wheels mounted externally within wheel
fairings. It weighs over 7 tonnes and
the engines produce more than
135,000 horsepower - more than 6
times the power of all the Formula 1
cars on a starting grid put together! The
car is a mix of car and aircraft technology, with the front half being a carbon
fibre monocoque like a racing car, and
the back half being a metallic framework and panels like an aircraft. The
record attempts should take place in
2013 and 2014 on the Hakskeen Pan,
Northern Cape, South Africa.

We then wandered round the stands
and saw Murray Walker and Sir Stirling Moss signing their "Scrapbooks" on
the Porter Press International stand.

Whilst Sandra was waiting for me to
abseil down the wall at the Chevrolet
stand with a Chevrolet Aveo hanging
down the top Jed, Dick Dastardly and
Penelope Pitstop wandered past.

was also the Lotus-Climax Type 18
driven by John Surtees, the LotusClimax Type 21 driven by Clive Chapman, the Lotus-Climax Type 25 driven
by Andy Middlehurst, and Johannes
Willenpart’s Lotus-Cosworth Type 49C
driven by Emmerson Fittipaldi.
After that we had the Class 31 (First
Glance) runs of amongst others, Sebastian Vettel in his Infiniti FX. We also
had Jenson Button driving the Class 30
McLaren MP4-12C. We then had two
good examples of car control - the first
being the Ford Focus ST driven by Paul
Swift, with Amanda Stretton in the passenger seat, where he was “parking”
the car in ever smaller spaces, and the
Ultimate Car Control for me of Terry
Grant driving the Nissan Leaf backwards up the hill without crashing into
the scenery or the Flintwall.
Sunday
As it was our last day we decided to
wander round the Cathedral Paddock
to look at the older vintage cars, when
Sir Stirling Moss arrived in Anthony
Bamford’s Jaguar XK120. He immediately become the centre of attraction

We then sat in the chairs by the Mini
stand watching the action of the new
Ford Focus ST in the new “Sweeney”
film whilst having our lunch. After that
we watched the cavalcade of the
Queen’s cars by the Park 2 grandstand
opposite the Porsche Cafe, followed by
a fireworks display to celebrate the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
The Goodwood Hill Runs for Classes 21
(Lotus - The Chapman Years), 22 (Lotus
- Post Chapman) and 23 (Lotus Sports
and GT Cars) were then held. There

for the media and festival goers alike.
Although he hasn’t aged that much
when it comes to driving the car, it was
noticeable that he’s not too steady on
his legs now, when his wife called a halt
to the proceedings and ushered him
away after 10 minutes. Also on display
from was the Jaguar D-Type prototype
and Richard Frankel’s Jaguar C-Type.
On our way to the Land Rover Driving
Experience we saw on display in the
annual Cartier ‘Style Et Luxe’ vehicle
concurs d’elegance on the Cartier Lawn
the 1902 King Edward VII Town Coach
which wasn’t on display on during the
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BEAR FACTS
Why Goodwood? - Tony Ransom (cont’d)
(Continued from page 11)
previous days of the festival.
On our way to the Land Rover Driving
Experience we stopped off at the Raw
Autoworks Limited stand to look at
their Motorised Bed. The queue for a
ride in the Land Rover Discovery was

about 30 minutes which wasn’t too
long. Whilst we were waiting we recognised one of their drivers - Rob
Broom who had been my instructor on
my Christmas Present of a Land Rover
Experience in a Defender at Honiton.
So it was like old times when we found
out it was Rob doing the driving this
time going over the various obstacles
not the muddy conditions Honiton which
is the Land Rover’s forte and was thoroughly enjoyable sitting in the front
passenger especially going up the
ramp.

We then meandered to the Goodwood Action Sports arena to see the
FMX high jump competition and best
trick with Amanda Stretton commentating on the action and interviewing
the riders on the big screen. To supplement our lunch we picked a sample of
Old Crafty Hen and Old Golden Hen
varieties of Speckled Hen from their
stand nearby to have with our picnic in
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the provided chairs on the cricket
pitch. This nicely set us up for the Jubilee Moment of music from the Guards
band and fireworks at the house and
the repeat of the Eurofighter display
overhead, which was worth seeing
again.
Monday
As I said at the start we aimed to visit
an attraction on the way home. So
after breakfast on Monday at Burpham we loaded up the car, set the
sat nav and made our way to visit the
Roman Villa at Bignor, 9 miles away.
George Tupper uncovered the Summer
Dining Room Fountain in 1811 after
striking it with his plough. The site still
remains in the Tupper Family ownership to this day. The site is under beautiful Georgian thatched cover buildings that have protected the site so
well for nearly 200 years. The buildings are unique and historically important in their own right and have recently undergone extensive renovation
work to preserve them for us all to
enjoy. Once we entered the site we
were able to appreciate the interaction between the buildings and the
Roman archaeology as well as see the
repairs that have been made including
a new layer of thatch on top of what is
thought to be the original Georgian
thatch.
The villa is situated just north of the
South Downs close to Stane Street,
about 9 miles north-east of Chichester
(the Roman city of Noviomagus Regentium) and the nearby and much larger
Fishbourne Roman Palace. As its on the
south-facing slope of a ridge of
greensand which provided better conditions for agriculture than the nearby
chalk and its proximity to Roman
Chichester meant that the owners were
able to become wealthy from farming.
Opened to the public in 1814, it rapidly became a tourist attraction, with
nearly a thousand entries in the visitors' book in the first nine months.
The existence of a Romano-British
farmstead on the site by the end of
the 1st century is indicated by finds,
but the earliest structural remains are
of a simple timber farm structure dat-

ing to around 200. A four-roomed
stone building was built in the middle
of the 3rd century, and this was extended before 400 by the addition of
a few new rooms, a hypocaust, and a
portico that faced east towards Stane
Street. This building became the western wing when north and south wings
and later an east wing were added. In
its final form, the villa consisted of
some sixty-five rooms surrounding a
courtyard, with a number of outlying
farm buildings. The latest phase of
building involved additions to the north
wing, and it is here that most of the
fine mosaics are located. The rooms on
display today are mostly located at
the west end of the north wing, including a summer and winter (underfloor
heated) dining room. The bathhouse is
to the south-east. The rooms contain
some of the best Roman mosaics - Medusa to be found in Great Britain, both

in terms of preservation, artistic merit
and detailing. The Greek-keypatterned northern corridor extends
for some 79 ft. The villa had grown in
size quite considerably since its inception with a cold plunge pool, barn and
rooms added. The North corridor, only
one third exposed, is the longest on
display in the country and in full
stretched the length of 3 tennis courts.
After our visit we meandered our way
home through the rural villages of Sutton, East Lavington, Lavington, Midhurst, Rogate along the Petersfield bypass to the Winchester by-pass joining
the A34 and then the A303 to Wiltshire along Salisbury Plain past Stonehenge to Hilperton.
Tony Ransom

SPRING 2013
South West Surfing Bears Update - Baz Firth
The winter months have been quite
quiet for the Surfers with some of the
worst flooding in the area for some
time, so not ideal weather for driving,
let alone driving Bears. We had lots of
fun at the NEC with
some new members like
Lisa Diamond in her
awesome tuned GTR
and Benn Laidler in the
Rally For Heroes Tuscan
S doing Dream Rides
for the first time. Clive
Ford in the Sagaris was
as popular as ever and
we even brought Stig
along with us who
proved to be a very
popular addition. Hitting on the idea of
walking the patch at the
NEC with Stig, we took
to spreading the word
about the Bears through the crowds
politely asking for donations when the
mobile phones came out for photos.
Stig managed to draw in over £400

from this alone so definitely something
we will do again at other events. He
also stole the show somewhat from
Mike Brewer and Ed China by walking
through the crowd and onto the stage
much to the enjoyment of the crowd.
Following the excellent
weekend at the NEC I
was asked by Clive Ford
if he could organise a
FUN raiser. Once he
pitched the idea to me I
knew it would be a brilliant day and offered my
full support. Clive organised a group of Bears
and fellow petrolheads

to travel over to the Isle of Wight to
take the Young Carers out in support of
the YMCA. It was a brilliant day, very
well organised by Clive, Sue and his
team and was very rewarding to be
able to recognise the
Young Carers in such a
way.
During the winter weeks
that followed the Surfers have been planning
events for this year and
it’s going to be a busy
year indeed. Our first
request came from
Pride of Britain Lifetime
Achievement WinnerBob Woodward and
the Midland Bears. Of
the funds raised at the
NEC, £2900 was allocated to the Starfish
Pool Appeal in Bristol. We were asked
to help support the cheque presentation
with Bob to the school. As briefed at
the AGM, membership and member
visibility to me in area is low so I sought
assistance from a local group that I
attend, the Avenue Drivers Club. Thankfully they rallied their members for me
and we had a great turn out of cars
ranging from a pristine Ford Popular,
Crayford Cortina to a Porsche 911 and
AC Ace Brooklands. Despite the subzero temperatures the day was a success with the trust doubling the money
raised to £5800. Bob was over the
moon with the efforts of the Sporting
Bears and we all enjoyed meeting him,
the children and the staff.
Another variation of Clive’s FUN raising
idea saw Benn, supportive as ever with
the Tuscan treating my Dad a Dream

Ride for his 65th birthday. My Dad
heard the car roll up and came out to
see (as did most of the neighbours) the

car and couldn’t believe it when he was
told to go and get his coat, If I am honest I have never seen him move so fast,
ever! Whilst this gave a huge grin factor and hit the FUN target, one of the
other reasons was that it was lapped
up by the local press and has given me
the opportunity to promote the Bears to
a wider, local audience
to help, hopefully with
membership.
The rest of winter and
the time until this submission, has been taken up
planning The Supercar
Siege at Leeds Castle,
Kent on the 18th May.
(Continued on page 14)
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BEAR FACTS
South West Surfing Bears Update (cont’d)
(Continued from page 13)

sure, 40,000 sq. ft. to fill!

This is rapidly turning into a huge event
with a target (nearly reached) of 500
cars with 30 doing Dream Rides. This
will be a large static show at ‘The loveliest castle in the world’ it will include a
display from a RN Lynx, military band,
music from The Luck, Segway tours, hot
air balloon and much more. For the
more adventurous we also have a pre
event launch party at Barbarella, London which will have valet parking in the

I also have three other events which I
can’t disclose at the time of writing as
the proposals to the committee are on
my work computer, ready to send in
April, keep an eye on the website or
the Facebook page. Regards the Facebook page I am happy to report that
during February alone the reach
through friends of fans trending was
45,469 people with likes and traffic

as I am pleased to announce that a
fellow Bear and top chap Damian
Page has offered to be the Social Secretary for the area, with his great enthusiasm and personality I am looking
forward to working with him offering
smaller social meets and I have already secured a fantastic pub for a
meet.
If you are reading all this and asking
yourself why you didn’t know about
any of the above or why I haven’t been
in touch, its simply due to the fact that I
don’t know you are out there. I am
looking to bring some brilliant events
further South and further West but
can’t do it without members in the area.
Please, if you are in the SW and reading this please just drop me line to say
hello and then I can keep you up to
date and invite you and yours oh and
when you do, tell your friends.
Baz Firth

Chelsea football ground for car
owners. Huge support for this
event has come from all areas
and a very special mention must
go out to a very innovative chap I
met at the NEC, Ross Thompson.
His energy and relentless attention to driving the event forward
has been fantastic, a partnership
that will go on to other events with
an aim to make special days for
you all and the public.
Looking across the year we also
have:
Yeovilton International Air Day 30 cars for display and reduce
entry for other Bears.
Tankfest at the Tank museum, Bovington
- invitation to the Sporting Bears to fill
the newly completed 40,000 sq. ft.
Vehicle Conservation Centre. No pres-
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across the UK, Canada, France, USA
and as far away as New Zealand.
There will be more social events as well

SPRING 2013
More Charity Thank You Letters
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BEAR FACTS
SPORTING BEARS WEB SITE
Have you had a look at the new web site ?
Got any ideas you would like to put forward ?
Please go online at sportingbears.co.uk and let me know what you think.
I am now looking after the day to day operation of the site with a lot of help from Mark Preece.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mike Norton for all the time and effort he has put in over the
years with the original site, it will be a hard act to follow.
Andy Cooke
01604 870701 or pip.andy@tiscali.co.uk

SHIRE BEARS WINTER REPORT
Our Christmas Dinner was well supported again this winter
with 26 members enjoying a great evening. A total of
£148 was raised on the night which included a generous
donation from Derek & Pat Bradnam.

It was with great regret that I decided to resign from the
post of Shire Bears Regional Rep at the AGM in February. I
hope that someone will come forward to undertake this role
in the future.

Our first two monthly meetings for 2013 were well attended
despite the bad weather. A number of events are planned
for the year, details of which can be found in the Forthcoming Events Page.

Dave Muttock.
Area Rep Shire Bears

TR BRINGS SMILES TO A FUNERAL
I have owned my TR3A for 37 years so far ….and have always kept in contact with the previous owner and his family.
Daughter, Kim, was only 8 when I bought the TR. She calls the
car “Smiler”. Paul died of cancer 4 years ago and I naturally brought the TR along to the funeral. Recently his wife
Sheila died of heart failure and my wife, Pat and I brought
the recently resprayed TR3A to the Church and duly followed the procession to the Crematorium.
Along with the
sad respect I asked Kim if she would like a ride in the TR to
the hotel reception 4 miles away! She accepted and we
both said that her Mum would be smiling down on us ……so
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Pat had a ride in the limo ….and Kim had a few bursts of TR
acceleration to the hotel and the TR was given pride of place
outside the entrance.
A small crowd gathered as we prepared to leave. Kim said
“put your foot down” ….so, with a snort from the Webers, I
unleashed many of the 160 horses down the driveway. A
quick wave and we were gone.
Chris Glasbey

SPRING 2013

Fund Raising via our Website
Did you know you can raise funds for the Club, and therefore for Charity via the
Sporting Bears website. We have raised over £1000 so far by doing very little !!

WWW.SPORTINGBEARS.CO.UK
Just by using it to carry out web searches

Yes I know that most of you probably use Google, but why not give this a try. It’s
very simple, any search you do that results in you following sponsored links, can result
in the club getting paid.

Google do just the same
(I’m sure you’ve seen the ‘sponsored links’ on the results page).

Well, they get all the money from that.
If you use the Bears website we will get some of it too.

Set us up as your default home page and use your mouse to raise money for charity.

www.sportingbears.co.uk/SBMC_Search.htm
ALSO
If you have any future events or reports of past events please send them to us for inclusion on the
website.

Email picture(s) and a written report to
pip.andy@tiscali.co.uk
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BEAR FACTS
CarFest South 2012 - Max Walker
Radio2 listeners will know all about
this......Chris Evans suggests for some
time he.... “has a mate with a field and
they should do something!”.
Well his “mate” is a chap called Jody
Scheckter, the “field” is the organic
farm Jody set up when he retired from
motorsport called Laverstoke Park
Farm, and the “something” turns out to
be the 3 loves of Chris Evans - cars,
food and music!.
The scene is set, Chris is building the
tension on the radio, suggesting busy
meetings for something family, something great, something involving raising
money for Children in Need..........it’s
announced......CarFest (as it was to
start) 2½ days of quality food, bake

off for cakes versus pies, his magnificent 7 (renown for the “money can’t
buy” auctions each year) will lead
other groups of 7s on the hill climb,
band names start to flood in and when
the tickets go on sale they SELL OUT IN
35 MINUTES!!!!!!!!
You can guess I am a keen listener to
Radio2 in the morning and I sat by my
phone waiting for it to ring, “Hi Chris
here, I need Sporting Bears to add
their magic to my event by offering
Dream Rides”..............but I then realised
I was never going to receive that call,
so I contacted Radio2 and Children In
Need and CarFest website. This happened every day, 10 different emails
a day, for 10 days, to each area until I
finally received the one that said
“speak to ..........!” A dozen conversations later and we’re in!
So CarFest South, meet on site to view
the area, drive the local roads and
discuss cars. We have a spot next to
the paddock, wow! 15 cars to be se-
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lected, wow! Now to work on the mix
of cars to represent the Bears but also
please the CarFest organisers, who are
vetting every food outlet, stall and
attraction, including our cars.
On August Bank Holiday we collect 2
Bentleys from Crewe, load up and
head south, Graham, Blythe Tyler, Paul
“photo” Griffiths, later meeting up with
Andy and Katie in their newly acquired
GTR. As I queued past marshals to the
event I was pointed to the VIP area,
when I explained I was in the trade
camping she looked shocked....but I was
driving a Bentley Mulsanne after all!!
Saturday, up early, set up the barriers,
sign in the cars, all arriving promptly
thanks to the great work from Huw &
Baz. 10am drivers briefing and we’re ready,
great mix of cars - US
Muscle, British Beauty and
the wild bunch in KTM
Crossbow, Ariel Aton and
Radical. Special thanks to
Mark Stanyer who was
only supposed to be displaying his Viper as he’d
bought his own tickets to
enjoy the event, but
couldn’t resist giving some
Dream Rides too.
We had members converge form all
over the country for this family friendly
event, a great representation of our
members diverse cars, Marcus in the
Marcos, David and David in their RR
Phanthom & GTR, Clive even crossed
water in his TVR Sag and a great sight
was Jane
& Spike
taking
people out
in
the
Ronart,
goggles
optional!
Too many
members
to list but
thank you
all
for
c a r s ,
smiles and
help. We
Raised

c£5k for Children in Need, with an invite to do the same at CarFest North.
Massive thanks goes out to Bentley UK
who provided the Mulsanne and GT V8
cars and also mega thanks to the guys
at Radical – When Darren broke his
car on rides he asked for help from
Radical as with the part it would be an
easy fix... when they told him they didn’t have it they added, but we’ll bring
our car across and complete any
booked rides for - just amazing spirit
Radical - thank you!
Max Walker

SPRING 2013
Four days in NW (North Wales or North West when we cross the border!)
The first 4 days of October last year
saw the NW roads filled with Bears
enjoying the social side to the club,
after all it’s not just about Dream Rides
and raising money for children’s charities. We should relax with our cars
sometimes, and after 2 years of planning 10 cars took advantage of the
special roads of North Wales and
crossed into Cheshire on one day, without passports too.....
Day One - 1st October
Early starters arrived at the scenic
Faenol Fawr Hotel (that’s not how you
pronounce it), Bodelwydden, unloading
luggage and chat a little before departing for Penrhyn Castle.
This enormous 19th-century neoNorman castle sits between Snowdonia

and the Menai Strait. It is crammed
with fascinating items, such as a one-ton
slate bed made for Queen Victoria,
elaborate carvings, plasterwork and
mock-Norman furniture. In addition it
has an outstanding collection of paintings and the stable block houses a fascinating industrial railway museum, a

model railway and a superb
dolls' museum. The National Trust
had kindly agreed
to allow our cars to
park at the top,
next to the castles
imposing red ivy
covered battlements
and later we even
had a photo shoot in
the archway to the
Ice Tower. This was
to set the scene for
the tour, a splendid
mix of industrial
past, iconic buildings
and beautiful scenery.
Once we had all
f inish e d
cre am
scones and tea in
the cafe (it’s a National Trust tradition
you know) we
started to take full
photographic advantage of the towering
stone and “just wide
enough” archway to the
courtyard, so Paul and
Baz could create their
master shots.
Leaving Pehrhyn it would
be rude not to visit the EVO Triangle,

and again a few stops for Baz to work
magic with his go pro set up and Paul

(Continued on page 21)
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BEAR FACTS
North West Bears at Aintree again
2011 was an emotional day for everyone, but with great results, so with the
brilliant sponsorship of CES UK we did
it all again in 2012. I’m going to make
this a few words (thank you I hear!) by
letting the pictures talk.
Enormous support form CES, who sponsored the track costs, 2 marquees, Van,
Lunches and even brought 3 cars along
too, Also Sitelink Communications for
radio support, Bentley UK for a Mulsanne, Merseyside Fire Service with the
Fire Engine to climb all over and Merseyside Police for arriving with 2 cars
again, plus as recognition for us, our
own mascot Police Bear.
Big thank you to Marie at Aintree Golf
Course cafe who sponsored our bacon
butties and every member who arrived
to help, drive, sign-on and marshal.
Liverpool Motor Club were amazing
again and turned up to marshal the
track area, without whose support we
would never be able to raise the smiles
we do here.
Finally, the massive thank you to every
parent and carer, who got up that
morning, to bring the children across,
we know some children face many
challenges every day to get out of the
house and we are humbled to share
some time with these children and their
families.
Pictures which can be seen on Paul
Griffiths website.
http://www.paul-griffiths.net/
Motorsport/Sporting-Bears/Aintree2nd-Sept-2012/
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8th September 2013 is now fully supported by Aintree Race Course, see
you there I hope.
Max Walker

SPRING 2013
Four Days in NW (cont’d)
(Continued from page 19)

on zoom lens. Cars nicely stretched, we
headed back to the hotel to complete the check ins and enjoy a
hearty dinner and fireside chat
below the 1597 Tudor Fireplaces.
Early night as tomorrow was a
FULL day.

Day Two - 2nd October
08.30am – Depart for BENTLEY MOTORS LIMITED, Pyms Lane, Crewe to
start our day in Cheshire.
Bentley UK have shown the Sporting
Bears outstanding support over 3 years
and this day we experienced their outstanding hospitality on their Factory
tour. They had cleared an entire section
of the visitors car park so we had easy
parking and as I was in a Bentley I
parked on the front. We split into 2

(Continued on page 34)

Lee Faragher
I have not spoken to Pat yet, but her husband Lee died sud- year and booking hotels for the NEC in November again. In
denly at the end of February. I met Pat when we fist started October, we spent 4 days on tour with Pat & Lee, the TVR ran
fundraising for Claire House
smooth all the way, maybe bolChildrens Hospice, over 4
stered by another TVR alongside
years ago now and later her
and later in October at Liverpool
husband Lee with his TVR,
ONE Lee was helping a fellow
helping and joining the
Griffith owner with fuses.
Bears. I recall many a rainy
show in the North West
At the time of writing this, Pat has
where Pat and Lee would be
texted "Max, I am so glad you
out in the TVR, always turnknow. He loved the whole bears
ing up regardless if it was
thing, the cars and the buzz. we
for Claire House or not. At
are devastated, there is a huge
Aintree, where the TVR let
Lee hole in our life."
him down, he oaned a Porsche to still help out.
In the short time Lee met the Bears
he loved what we do, we hope to
At the NEC last November
still see Pat on events and wish
was the last time I saw Lee,
Pat and her family well.
but we were only speaking
the week before his sudden
Max Walker
death about events for this
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BEAR FACTS
CarFest North 2012 - Max Walker
Well as you know, we had a great
event in the south and raised £5k.
North was to be based at Cholmondeley Castle (see Pageant of Power,
see great event, see always rains!!) so
we knew the area well and we were
pitched at the rear of the start line,
next to the VIP area.
Here we had massive support form CES
UK & Autosessive who printed car side
stickers, mag plates, provided a van
and 2 marquees..... brilliant support for
a company who are built around the
love of cars and motorsport. Well we
set up and had 30 cars ready by Saturday morning, including John’s Aventador taking part in the Supercar 7 on

the track too. This meant Sporting Bears
were offering the chance to donate for
a Dream Ride in one of the show cars
too, which worked well. Jonathan
added his Countach, regulars Daz,
Will, Mark & Nigel added Exige,
Muirci, Lola & Integrale, with new members adding Elise, Caterham and the
very popular MG TA Tickford. Lots
more of you I know, check out Pauls
pictures http://www.paul-griffiths.net/
Motorsport/Sporting-Bears/Carfest-
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North-2012/ and yes it’s worth tapping onto Paul’s site to see the great
shots.
Last minute CPoP heroes Bauer Millet
had more notice to support the Bears
for this event and duly arrived with
Abarth, Alfa 4C (Mitches own car),
Cadillac CTS-V and the Batman looking
Corvette Z06 Centennial - and I will
say the guys enjoyed helping the Bears
and look forward to doing more in
2013. Amari also filled a Ferrari gap
for us with a 430 Spyder, to try and
keep the Bulls in check. Adrian’s Rally
car was still having a rebuild so a substitute VW Herbie gave family appeal
contrasting the Crossbow & Atom from
Shirley and
Kev.
Over the 2
days we
did lots of
rides and
watched
amazing
ariel displays from
the
Red
Arrows, Battle of Britain but most of all
the Vulcan, whose crew enjoyed free
reign in the air to show how graceful
and also how powerful this beast is.
Oh and some bands played easy listening music and the campers enjoyed
some great banter afterwards, with a
massive fireworks display.
We did it............a full weekend at
Cholmondeley Castle without rain –
bring on the Pageant of Power 2013!!!!

Oh, and we also raised....... £10,000
for Children in Need, .............yes that’s
right, over 2 events Sporting Bears
members and supporters with public
donations raised over £15,000 at both
CarFest events. Chris Evans even had
Rachel (Mrs Walker) on stage to announce the figure and spoke about us
on the radio show later that week....
“Sporting Bears, this group of people
who have nice cars, just private owners
who come to the events and for a donation they’ll give you a ride in one of
their cars, £10,000, in cash, on Sunday,
thank you very much indeed” with exclamations from the team of amazing
and fantastic.....so well done every
Bear at every event and thanks to the
great support for both CarFest South
and CarFest North.
These events were Radio 2 in 3D in my
opinion, easy listening bands, great
food, cars, planes and fun. Can we do
it again this year, well we hope so.
We’re certainly invited back to Carfest
2013.
Max Walker

SPRING 2013
Etihad Motor Show, Wilmslow - Max Walker
The aim of this event was to show that
Wilmslow Town centre could offer
great experiences and support local
businesses. With Etihad on board as
main sponsor, what could go wrong?
So take a very affluent south Manchester town and bring the prestige car
brands out of the showrooms and into
the high street. Add to this the organisation of the local businesses and the

Etihad F1 car, the only thing missing... .moving....in ter ac ti ve cars.
Well ,Lamborghini Manchester knew
who to call, Sporting Bears of course.
So plans made, asked to provide modern brands that are exhibiting and
thanks to great support Will crossed
the hills from Yorkshire with his newly
heeled Murcielago, Dave Jones lined
up his Gallardo Spyder and I seconded a Bentley GT V8 form those
very helpful chaps at Crewe.

just collecting a Lambo
for the Bears event tomorrow...”
So Saturday we arrived
with Paul on the Lens,
the local rotary to help
marshal and Dan Harvey raced across Cheshire to take the bookings.
We had a great day

and were fully
booked raising
£2,000 for CAFT
locally (see their
Thank You printed
in last issue), with
one family even
booking all three
cars at once! The
organisers were
amazed at what
we did, local people loved looking
at all the local dealerships representing
Lamborghini, Bentley and some other
cars and the star ride went to the children from CAFT who came across for
the first rides of the day.

I would like to thank Lamborghini Manchester for thinking about the Bears,
John for setting it all up, Bentley UK for
supporting us at short notice, the helpers and drivers Will, Dan & Graham.
Dave Jones for trusting me in his car to
represent the Bears, but especially my
wife, who on the evening before had
been faithfully promised “I would not
be late, don’t book a taxi, it’ll be fine”,
when the event Rachel was attending
was the Lord Mayors Ball and Rachel is
the Deputy Lady Mayoress - as Rachel
had to get a taxi and I just made it
when the starters were being served!!!!!
So Rachel, thank you, I promise this
year I will not plan anything near the
Lord Mayors Ball 2013...............well
maybe X

On my return from Crewe I received
that fateful call that all organisers
dread, I’m sorry Max but Dave needs
to be on site tomorrow, (before I
sigh....) but he asked if you can drive
his car. So quick chat to Graham Jones
(no relation to Dave) and Bentley to
authorise a new driver (Graham can be
seen helping me at most events in his
Elise or one of the Crewe cars) and I
race back to Chester. Call to Rachel
(Mrs Walker and the reason I can do
these things!), “I know we have a black
tie do at the town hall tonight, but I’m
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SPRING 2013
And to Clown 2012 off - a Day with The Clowndoctors
Over 2012, we have been collecting at our lunches, raffles etc, for the Hearts & Minds Clowndoctors’ programme.
We suggested that, rather than just hand over a cheque, we would like to see the Clowndoctors in action, during a
hospital visit. Fortunately, the Royal Hospital for Sick Children in Edinburgh were happy for two of us to join them on a
visit on 19 November, so all the arrangements were put in place. Due to family commitments, Fiona had to call off at
the last minute, so Mike and I went along to meet the Clowndoctors on the day.
We were met at the hospital by Magdalena Schamberger, the driving force behind the Hearts & Minds
programme, and Pip Quinn, the Fundraising and Communications Officer, who explained that we couldn’t
go round together, so the Clowndoctors would take
each of us round for a while.
We were then joined by the lovely Dr Sprout (Lies,
pronounced “Lease”) and the handsome and dashing
Dr Doodle (Calum, pronounced…erm… “Calum”)
while we presented a cheque for the marvellous
amount of £800. Sincere thanks to all who contributed over the year!
Mike then left with the Doctors, while Magdalena, Pip
and I popped along the road for a coffee and an
interesting chat about the work of the Clowndoctors
and the work of the Sporting Bears.
Then it was time to swop with Mike, and off I went
with Drs Sprout and Doodle. First they discussed
which children they were going to see, and what their
objectives were. Then the notes went in the pockets,
and they immediately slipped into “Clowndoctor”
mode, with Sprout playing harmonica while Doodle
provided ukulele accompaniment. The children instantly recognised this wee “theme tune” and were
waving as we passed.
I obviously can’t say too much about the individual
children we visited, but the first was in isolation (highly
contagious) so they had to entertain through a window
or from at least 3 feet away in the corridor. They did
it though! It was funny but also deeply heart-warming
to see the look on that wee face. Then we had to go
to a side room to wash up, just in case, before we went on to the rest of the ward. Out came the notes, another discussion, then back on with the red noses and back to the silliness.
In between all the silliness, though, there were very clear and unmistakeable signs of affection and care between the
Doctors and the children. The Clowndoctors are very skilled, very talented and dedicated, and I found it a wonderful
experience to witness their work at first hand. I can still hear that haunting harmonica and ukulele refrain…
Thanks are due to Magdalena and Pip for giving us the opportunity to take part, and to Dr Sprout and Dr Doodle for
their time and explanations, but mostly, to all of the Polar Bears for supporting this valuable work.
Andrew Carrie
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BEAR FACTS
Trip of a Lifetime - Bob Howes
It all started with an email from a longtime friend Roger, from South Wales.
“How do you fancy a trip to Mount
Olympus during the Olympic Year?”
Well it didn’t take me too long to consider this offer; I showed the email to
Carol whose response was immediate
“You’ve got to go!”
Thirteen months later Roger and
I were carefully applying adhesive banners to our selected car on the forecourt
of London’s Ace Café. The event was
open to all sports cars. We had gone
down a very mixed selection process
with something like 10 different cars
being looked at in some detail. Some kit
cars started in our selection process but
were discarded for reasons as far apart
as fuel consumption to ground clearance
to reliability and comfort. We moved
onto older sports cars that we had access to but again fell from favour for
various reasons. We then moved on to
later production sports cars, although
reliability and comfort improved, ground
clearance reared its head more than
once. From most regards the Mazda
MX5 was looking promising until I tried
one out. I am not built to fit in one comfortably, especially as we were expecting to be in the car for about twelve
hours a day. Eventually we settled on a
2003 Mercedes 200 SLK. This proved to
be an excellent choice. It swallowed
everything we threw at it and only required about half a litre of engine oil
adding at day eight of the event.
So, stickers applied we all
gathered around for the briefing. It
Some cars had more stickers than
others

came as a shock to be told that the
event was to be a touring assembly
event but held under a full rally route
book with timing as per a staged rally. I
had never handled a route book before
so was in for a baptism of fire. Thirty
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one cars were flagged off at one minute
intervals into the Saturday night traffic
of London. This is not the best way of
learning to use a route book and it wasn’t long before I made an error and we
were off route somewhere in south London! Struggling with streets that were
one way but not in the direction that we
required we were soon at a serious disadvantage both in location and time!
Perseverance and a lot of sweat with
several more errors and we found the
first time check. The Marshall was still
there so although we were late we hadn’t missed the check. We had been misled in an earlier information bulletin that
stated we were booked onto the Euro
tunnel for the transit to France but we
were in fact routed onto the ferry from
Newhaven to Dieppe, this allowed a
short rest and chance of food etc. before
offloading and driving through the remainder of the night through eastern
France en route for Belgium. No motorways were to be used on this event. This
allowed the Marshalls to beat us to the
next time checks or stops. Lunch stop in
Belgium meant a chance for me to work
forward in the route book to highlight
anything that was out of the norm so that
I didn’t miss it when back in the car under pressure. Most days there were to
be stages that were off the route book
and not obligatory but there were passage controls within these which we were
eager to get to. Not quite as desperate
as the RAC Rally forest stages but not
easy all the same. We proceeded on for
several other time controls until we finally arrived at the first night stop hotel
near Arnhem. This was the location for
the first car to leave the assembly. It had
suffered rear axle problems resulting in

a destroyed differential (it was a Fisher
Fury, kit car)
Some food and a good night’s
sleep and we were flagged off yet
again heading for Munster and Bielefeld
- our lunch stop. A fairly uneventful run
was achieved with my route-book work

improving most of the time. I still made
some fairly basic errors but less often as
I got into the swing of things. By the end
of day three at Magdeburg we had
crossed almost due east through Germany and I had incurred my last fault
points (88) of the trip. Magdeburg was

Some time controls had queues
around the corner to be sure you
didn’t arrive too early

our first introduction to sharing the road
with trams! They are very intimidating
when viewed from a low sports car.
Day four took us across our fifth
border and into Poland where the currency changed to the Zloty instead of
the Euro. As we headed south the countryside took on a more rugged nature
and here we were treated to a section
of what we would know as white roads.
These made for interesting route following and like most we had a bit more
deviation than was intended (due to a
mistake in the route book) but we managed to get to the controls in the end
without losing any more points. Our hotel
was near Klodzko which was almost on
the Czech Republic border. Day five
took us further south (the temperatures
were beginning to climb now) into the
Czech Republic (Koruna currency) and on
to Slovakia. The road quality (bearing in
mind that we were not using Motorways
at all) had begun to deteriorate so that
cars were beginning to suffer wheel
problems, particularly those that had
alloys with little suspension movement.
Hotel car parks were beginning to ring
with the sound of wheels being straightened at night. Roger had thought long
and hard about the likelihood of these
sorts of problems - I had spent a week in
South Wales and we had replaced our
alloys with smaller steel wheels and
deeper tyres which served us well. We’d
also increased the suspension height to
its maximum for this very reason. We
crossed out of Slovakia and into Hungary for our latest night stop in Buda-

SPRING 2013
Trip of a Lifetime (cont’d)
pest. Again an error in the book meant
that a lot of cars were criss-crossing the
city looking for our hotel. The difficulty
was not helped by the fact that there
were five hotels with the same name
within the bounds of the city!
We left early the next day and
got a good feel for rush hour Hungarian
style! Fortunately the route out was less
demanding than the route in! We
headed to the south east to the border
with Romania at Gyula. Here was a real
culture change both in conditions and
peoples way of life. The roads were
abysmal, full of potholes (real wheel
eaters!), edges that just faded away to
dried mud or had broken away totally.
The most common mode of transport
apart from very old heavy trucks

We weren’t sure if you were
meant to use this on the way in,
or on the way out...

seemed to
be horse and cart. The standard of living
was of a subsistence level generally out
in the countryside. It was not unusual to
see quite elderly women minding their
single grazing cow on a tether on the
side of the road. Wild dogs seemed to
be everywhere and had a distinct look
of wolf about them. They appeared on
the roads much as hedgehogs do on
ours. We ended the day in Sibiu and
day seven took us further to the south
east within Romania, which meant crossing the Carpathians. This we did via the
infamous Transfagarian highway. Meeting sheep on a very twisty mountain
road (hard rock face left, nothing right!)
in thick cloud was not fun. Once we
reached the summit we were into bright
sunlight and a very long epic descent
followed down the route that featured
on Top Gear some while ago. This was
followed by the TransAlpina route which
was a 24 kilometre run during which we
had our only significant ‘Off!’ or as

Roger put it ‘‘Slight deviation off route!’’
Our destination that night was the town
of Calafat. The hotel here was overlooking the river Danube which we were to
cross in the morning to land in Bulgaria.
We were all up early in the morning to
queue for the ferry which was very
small. It only took about half of the cars
that were still in the rally so an hour was
lost (to rally time) whilst we waited for
the remainder to come across. This was
day eight and would finally end in
Greece at Mandraki. Here due to a
clerical error several of the teams had to
share rooms with other teams, luckily
several rooms had 4 beds in them. No
one seemed to mind too much after the
initial confusion (with a Greek version of
Basil Fawlty in charge) as we were all
very tired and just wanted to get our
heads down.
Day nine proved to be the Brick wall
day. Tiredness seemed to catch most of
us. Our first real indication came when
Roger and I shot a red light midmorning. We were lucky no cross traffic
was near us but it was a wake-up call.
We pulled over and had a very brief
summation of what had happened which
concluded in full agreement that this was
not what we were there for….from then
on we were not competing to attain time
controls any more. It wasn’t worth it. We
would follow the route but under less
duress. At 11.15 that morning we found
ourselves behind a short queue approaching a crossroads and found the
cause was another competitor who had
done the same as us but was not so
lucky. A people carrier had T-boned his
car. (No serious injuries fortunately) At
this point we felt that it proved our prior
decision to be absolutely right. Two
hours later we had driven as high as one
could up Mount Olympus to reach the

The view from Mount Olympus

checkpoint. We were late but not concerned, we had reached our goal although there were still three days left
until the end of the event in Italy. That
night was spent in Florina. Later on that
evening the organisers posted a bulletin
to the effect that there were two crashes
involving competitors during that day
and they had decided they would score
the event up to midnight on the preceding day only. They felt that it was unsafe
to continue the rally in its present form
and that all rally timing would cease but
competitors could proceed at their own
pace via the remaining hotels to arrive in
Italy on day twelve.
It was a much more leisurely
breakfast for some and an early start
for others. We opted for the latter and
were well into Macedonia by 9 am. The
next border was into Kosovo for a short
way before turning west and into Montenegro and then on to our night-stop at
Andrijevica. This whole day seemed to
be a continuous mountain runs which because we were able to stop occasionally
and just admire, was extremely pleasant. Day eleven was to include a couple
of hours in Serbia which we could not
insure our car for from home. We were
able to get cover before entering at the
border and were amazed to meet several tour buses whilst passing through
what the UK Insurers bureau consider a
war zone! We were glad we’d included
Serbia as we went through some incredible gorges that make Cheddar Gorge
seem insignificant. We then proceeded
into Bosnia-Herzegovina and much more
pleasant travelling, including going into
Sarajevo. This is still showing dramatic
signs of a conflict from the past. Many
high rise buildings that are still pockmarked and unrepaired were very obvious from a distance. We were held up
on a bridge where shrapnel holes were
visible through 8” by 4” box section steel
beams. Many bridges had been destroyed totally and were replaced by
wooden structures. Some of these had
the suggestion that it is advisable for the
navigator to precede the car on foot
guiding the driver to miss the nails! That
night we were in a ski lodge at Rostovo,
there was no snow but it did have stunning views over all the ski runs that sur(Continued on page 28)
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TRIP OF A LIFETIME (cont’d)
(Continued from page 27)

rounded it and being at height was
quite chilly!
The final days run was to be
through Croatia, then Slovenia and on
into northern Italy to finish at Tarvisio. In
Croatia we followed a route that ran
alongside a river gorge for many kilometres where not only had the river
carved its own route through the rock
but it looked like the road had as well.
The rock overhang was very intimidating
in
places as
were the
heaps of
smashed
rock that
had obviously
fallen
recently!
I
have
n e v e r
encountered so many tunnels on one road.
Some of these were quite long and
going from bright sunlight to full darkness made you very wary of unlit
horses and carts! By the time we got
into Slovenia the weather had begun to
deteriorate and the views ahead were
not encouraging. We made the decision
that as we still had a long way to go
that we would leave the official route
and take a more direct route if it was
available. This proved to be a good

decision. The last five hours of driving
were made miserable by thunderstorms
and rain coming off the Alps but we
were on better roads and making good
time.
Having arrived in the final
hotel before most of the remaining
crews we were really pleased to have
had a tin top (operated by an electrohydraulic system) as the kit car crews
were absolutely drenched when they
finally made it. During the survivors
banque t
a n d
awards
attended
by
the
remaining other
27 crews
(from a
starting
number
of
31)
t h e
storms raged. We were amazed and
delighted to find that we were second
in 2 litre class which considering that I
had never navigated ‘rally style’ before was quite pleasing. The following
morning in Italy was the only time we
drove in snow from the storm the night
before. We made an early start at
06.45 with the aim of getting home as
soon as possible as Roger had other
commitments. He drove the first two
hours but I took over as tiredness finally

overtook him, I did the last leg home
finally arriving back in Bedfordshire at
midnight.
Would I navigate again? Yes
but only on an event that had shorter
daily legs. It was an ‘Endurance Rally’
but even the organisers agreed that
their aim was just a little high. Starting
with an overnight section followed by a
full days driving meant that we were
tired from day one.
Would I like to visit some of
the countries again at a more leisurely
pace? Yes, especially the mountain runs.
Car: - 2003 Mercedes 200 SLK.
Total Mileage home to home: - 7,027.
Duration: 19.00 Sep 1 to
23.59 Sep 13.
Fuel used: 161 gallons giving an average of 43.65mpg.
After the event, half a day straightening a bent track rod and replacing a
destroyed sump guard and exhaust
bracket.
Several route book errors but in a total
of 3024 tulip type diagrams….not
bad!
Guild of Motor Endurance Sports Car
Challenge 2012.
Bob Howes

Koala Bears Report - March 2013
We start our third year with the Koala’s and there are a lot more events
popping up in our area. It has been,
event wise, a quiet winter but we have
made more new contacts and continue
to investigate new events for this coming year. During December we met up
with a group of drivers doing a teddy
bear delivery to Chestnut Tree House
(Children’s Hospice) in Arundel for the
kids just before Christmas and having
spoken to the event organiser, we are
looking into joining them this year. For
those that want to do something re-
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warding but may be not Dream Rides,
this is certainly the type of event we
would be happy to look into and get
involved with.
I am still looking for drivers that wish to
participate in the events we do have
which are currently on the website and
we have added a new one for Sunday
18th August at the Brentwood Centre in
Essex. We will be having a static stand
at the event in order to get the Sporting Bears more acquainted with the
team running this show and I have been

given space for 5-6 cars to show. I currently have 2 or maybe 3 members
interested in displaying their cars and
would happily accept a few more on a
first come basis. If you would like to
support us please send us an email. The
show is run by the Charity Classic Vehicle Club and is a vintage, classic and
American car show with autojumble,
craft fair and other events.
Huw and Trudi
Koala Bears

SPRING 2013
Shire Bears Events 2013
Sunday 16th June – Dream Rides at Woburn
We have been invited to this classic and performance car show in the grounds of Woburn Abbey to do
Dream Rides. If you are interested in coming along, please email: shirebears@tiscali.co.uk or phone 01604
870701.

Sunday 14th July – Kimbolton Country Fayre
The Shire Bears will be running the Dream Rides at this event. If you would like to come along to do Dream
Rides, please contact Pip on 01604 870701 or email: shirebearspip@gmail.com

Friday 26th to Sunday 28th July – Silverstone Classic
The Shire Bears will have a dedicated parking area at this prestigious event and club tickets can be purchased using the Bears club code. For more information please contact: shirebears@tiscali.co.uk or phone
01604 870701.

Saturday 14th September – Curborough Track Day
We have again secured the use of this sprint track for the day. Come along and have a great time at this
non-competitive event. A chance to drive your car in an unrestricted environment. For more details please
contact Dave at david.muttock@ntlworld.com or phone 07901 501578.

Sunday 15th September – Blenheim Horse Trials
The Bears will have free entry to this event with parking adjacent to the cross country course. It is a great
day out with lots to see and do. Great retail area for those who are no interested in the horses! For more
details please contact Dave at david.muttock@ntlworld.com or phone 07901 501578

POLAR REPORT - March 2013
What have the Polars been up to since
my last report? As it's that time of year
when most of the sports cars are hibernating their owners have been enjoying
each other's company at our lunches.
The Christmas lunch raffle raised an
amazing £300 which has since been
donated to the Army Benevolent Fund
to benefit the children of Scottish soldiers who have died or served in Afghanistan. At our February lunch we
identified a couple more events to add

to our 2013 calendar. We will be
returning to the Coldingham Gala in
July and holding a Teddy Bears' Picnic
at the Bo'ness Hill Climb Revival and
Classic Show. This latter is a new event
for us which should be entertaining as
well as rewarding! That's what being a
Polar is all about. I look forward to
meeting up with Polar and other regional members at our Thirlestane
Dream Rides in June or at one of the
other events we've got planned for

later in the year when we hope to be
thanking anyone who donates by sticking a supporter's badge on them!
Many thanks to Hilary Cannon for designing and printing them and to the
Polar members who sponsored sheets
of these labels. Keep those wheels
turning!
Fiona Davies
Mummy Polar Bear
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Mello sponsors The Sporting Bears Motor Club by providing all of
the clubs stationery requirements free of charge
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Midlands Bears
2012 - the past year 2012 has been an enjoyable year for
Midlands Bears. A group of typically 12 to 15 getting together at variou Sunday lunchtimes & on some weekday evenings in the Summer months at a classic car meet. We had an
enjoyable Christmas lunch party of 20 as well.
A variety of Events were also enjoyed including a ‘Drive-Out
Day’ over the Long Mynd in Shropshire in July; a visit to the
Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb in July; an invitation to be a part
of ‘Coventry Car Day’, a symposium by Coventry University
with a number of prominent motor industry personalities present; an invitation to be a part of the ‘Coventry Festival of
Motoring’ where we provided ‘Dream Rides’; & Club Patron
Barrie joined us for the day.
One of the Charities Sporting Bears has been supporting is
Zoe’s Place, the Baby Hospice in Coventry. Sporting Bears
over the past 18 months has made donations totalling
£10,475.00, which has been spent on specific items of equipment that would not otherwise have been afforded.
A group of us made a further visit there just in early February to make a cheque Presentation and see the Sporting

Bears ‘gold recognition plaque’ that has been installed there.
A great opportunity for us to see the real results of the difference we as Sporting Bears are able to make!
A new Charity which Sporting Bears is supporting is ‘The
Starfish Pool Appeal’ in Bristol which a group of us visited in
February – please see the separate Feature.
2013 - The Year Ahead . A range of Midlands Bears Events
are planned for 2013 which include some Tuesday evening
meets, typically at The Black Boy Inn near Knowle B93 OEB.
Please call &/or see the Midlands Bears website for the latest dates during the Year.

We have the following events to look forward to:
A new Event Sporting Bears have been invited to, the Stratford upon Avon ‘Motoring Festival’ 5th & 6th May Weekend;
we will be providing ’Dream Rides’ on the Monday 6th May
– please see separate Feature.
A ‘Day Drive-Out’ on Sunday 7th July in & around the South
Midlands, which we are limiting to 10 vehicles.
A return visit to the Shelsley Walsh ‘Classic Nostalgia’ Weekend a two-day Saturday/Sunday Event. We will be there on
Sunday 28th July with reduced priced tickets available for
Sporting
Bears
Members,
when
booked & pre-paid.
Shelsley Walsh - the
oldest motor sport
venue in continuous
use in the World &
an opportunity for
us to enjoy motor
sport at close proximity, in wonderful
countryside. Sir Stirling Moss OBE together with our Club
Patron
Barrie
“Whizzo” Williams
are intending to be
there.
A repeat invitation
for Sporting Bears
to be at the Coventry ‘Festival of Motoring’ ; a two-day
event on Saturday
24th & Sunday 25th
August Bank Holiday weekend; we
will be providing
‘Dream Rides’ on
the Sunday 25th.
The venue is the
NAC, Stoneleigh Park between Coventry & Leamington Spa.
The Event includes the Historic & Classic Vehicle Run for 500+
vehicles.
Sporting Bears in and around the Midlands will be very welcome at these Events. Do come & join us!
Ian & Cindy, Midlands Bears
iansnelling@talktalk.net
tel 0121 705 0357
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North West Bears Take Over Liverpool ONE - again
2012 the North West finished off the
year (before the NEC) at Liverpool,
which was pushed over to October to
allow the celebrations for Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the London Olympics
taking prime slots in the summer. So
before we set off to the NEC in November, we used this date as the last
chance to stretch our cars and once
again supported Claire House Children’s Hospice.
Liverpool ONE have always supported
our presence and year on year provide
safety barriers and a fabulous paved
area to set our Dream Rides out. Regulars (this was its 3rd year now) arrived
early including Pete and his mate in a

rather nice Ferrari. Unfortunately he
had no insurance clearance, but as a
great sport offered to stay all day and
let people have pictures taken, I suggested £2 to stand by it and £5 to sit
in it, but bring your own camera/phone
and even i-pad now......great success.

Brian turned up with his
usual clean Elise and
unlike CPoP, went home
with
it
still
clean.......Shirley and
David brought in the
Crossbow and Gallardo
while Tony brought the
Marcos all the way from
the NE, closer to home
Dave Jones arrived in his
Gallardo too and TVRs
were well represented
with Andrew and Lee
exchanging fuses. Daz kept the orange
scheme with his Exige and Ian brought
his Ferarri across in traditional red.
Colin was another display car as he
had not checked with his
insurers in time, so it
made a great car for
the Mascot Bears to
stay, with our new fresh
from Aintree Police Bear
too.

Thanks to everyone who turned up,
helped, drove, marshalled and generally enjoyed themselves, we raised
£1,200 for Claire House.
Max Walker

Many other cars helped,
911 Rally Car & GTRs,
but to add a little mix
Me r s e y s i de P o l i c e
agreed to bring a patrol car across to talk to
people interested,.
Some thought the car was keeping an
eye on us, while others thought it was
protecting us - either way David Shepherd enjoyed comparing notes with the
Police Motorcycle Rider when he
popped across to say hello.

Caption Competition
This picture is taken from our event at Aintree last year, and features Janet, our Membership Secretary, and one of the local Police
who kindly joined in with the festivities.
I’d hate to think what is going on in this conversation though, so
perhaps you might have some ideas.
Please email your entries to me at keithborkett@hotmail.com.
A nice prize awaits the winner.
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Sporting Bears Presentation to The Starfish Pool Appeal
On Friday 22nd February Sporting
Bears presented our Club donation of
£2900.00 to The Starfish Pool Appeal
www.starfishpoolappeal.org.uk.
The Starfish Pool Appeal has been established by "Friends of Claremont
School". The Appeal aims to raise
£1,000,000 to build and maintain a
hydrotherapy swimming pool located at
Claremont School in Redland, Bristol.
Claremont School supports children
from age 2 to 19, many of whom have
complex physical and learning disabilities. The pool will be available to the
older children and young adults at the
school and also to other children and
young adults with disabilities in the Bristol area.

1968 as a lasting memory to the late
Sir Malcolm Sargent which together
became CLIC Sargent, which is a Charity that has been supported by Sporting Bears.
The Starfish Trust founders Charlie and
Mary Dobson have pledged £500,000
match funding to the Starfish Pool Appeal so the Sporting Bears donation has
become £5,800.00 !

Claremont School with a number of the Children Staff & ParThe Purpose of the Pool is to enable
regular exercise in a warm environment, which helps the relief of pain and
muscle spasm, helps increase and maintain the movement of joints, helps to
strengthen weak muscles and increase
their tolerance to exercise, and to improve circulation.
At the Presentation were a group of
Midlands Bears & Surfing Bears together with a group from the Avenue
Motor Club based in & around Bristol,
many of whom we hope will be inspired
to join Sporting Bears & support Surfing
Bears in the South West. Amongst others we met with Bob Woodward, Bob
was the founder of CLIC - Cancer and
Leukaemia in Childhood in 1976 which
later amalgamated with the Sargent
Cancer Care for Children - founded in

Linda, Baz Firth (Surfing Bears), Alison Ewins (Head Teacher Claremont School),
David Giles (Chairman The Starfish Pool Appeal), Cindy & Ian Snelling & John
Redshaw (Midlands Bears), Bob Woodward (The Starfish Pool Appeal) together
with 3 special Children.
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Four Days in NW (cont’d)
(Continued from page 21)

groups and were taken into the heritage of W.O. Bentley from aircraft &
Lemans to the individual identity within
VAG that is Bentley in 2012. The full

and Baz again to weave
their magic behind the
lens.
All done, off we headed
to Chester, into Iain
Tyroll’s Cheshire Classic
Cars, a great supporter
of the Sporting Bears in
the North West and an
expert witness in several
high profile cases involving cars exceeding £1m

factory tour included not being allowed
to see one line as a “special” was being
produced, which after the 007 references added an air of mystery to the
visit. Along the Mulsanne line, into
leather and wood selection, preparation and cutting, hand sewing steering
wheels to final inspection.
Time to regroup in reception and even
spend a little, as everyone loves a gift
shop. Off for Lunch to Willington Hall,
where we enjoyed lunch in a private
room and afterwards had the opportunity to look around the McLaren MP12
thanks to McLaren Manchester. Then
arrange the cars poetically for Paul
Page 34

in value, including representing Lloyds
of London in the Lord Brocket case.
Touring around the garages and showrooms we saw an eclectic mix of historic
racing cars, top marques and boyhood
memories. For one chap it proved too
special and a boyhood dream was
realised and the deal shook on. So for
a few pots of coffee and scones he was
surprised and embarrassed by the sale,
but not too embarrassed that he said
no!!!

(Continued on page 35)
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Four Days in the NW (cont’d)
(Continued from page 34)

With handshakes of thank you and
handshakes on price, we left for the
final stop of this long day, passing Baz
and his outdoor photo studio for the
cars with 2 MIG fighter jets.
Across Chester to Eaton Hall, residence
of Gerrald Grosvenor, Duke of Westminster. Here we arrived at the security
escort into the estate, past deer in the
park and into the private home of His
Grace. We met with the dukes Private
Family Archivist who was to describe
the family lineage, history in Chester
and up to the present Duke. In 2 hours
we were shown only half of the house,
unbelievable shell grotto, long room
and finally transport from before cars,
the Carriage Room. Tea and biscuits

and then leave with the park deer
bounding in front of our cars, as we
leave the estate and head back to
hotel for hotpot supper.
Max Walker
Part 2 of this report will appear in the
next edition of Bear Facts.

Caption Competition Winner
Well, we have a hands down winner this time - congratulations to
Tony Abbiss who winds first, second and third with the following
entries:
You mean people used to drive these?
But what do you do when it rains?, and
Okay - whose turn is it to wind it up?
It’s only one prize I’m afraid, but if you want to email me your
postal address Tony, your prize shall be dispatched.
keithborkett@hotmail.com
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REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
Availability
There is a wide range of regalia available, but only a few items are of each type. Please call or email to check current stock
levels.
Pricing
Postage and packing is now included in the cost, which explains some apparent price increases.
Size guide
The wide range of regalia which is currently available comes from a number of different manufacturers, each of which uses a
slightly different system of sizing. So as well as giving the labelled garment size, I have added the garment’s underarm
measurement.
To get the right size:
either measure a garment of your own, which feels right, and select a similar garment size
or take your own underarm measurement and allow extra for ‘ease’. A close fitting garment
like a polo shirt will need 3-4 inches of ease, a jacket will need more than that.
If you cannot find exactly what you want here, it might be possible to have your own garments custom embroidered for you. Please let us know your requirements for a quotation.

The colours shown may not give a true representation of the colours of the actual garments
Ladies’ Zipped Fleece by tu £16.00 each

Unisex Half-Zip Fleece £16.00 each

long sleeves, full length zip, front seams and pockets

long sleeves with embroidered badge

Garment Size

Garment Size
8

10

Soft green

12

16

41”

S

18
47”

Grey

Gents’ Zipped Fleece by George £16.00 each

full length zip and fold away collar. Logo embroidered in yellow.

long sleeves, full length zip and pockets

S/M

L

XL

XXL

L

XL

XXL

12

14

14/16

16/18

31”

34”

L

XL

XXL

M

L

XL

XXL

46”

51”

42”

Unisex Showerproof Jacket by Result £16.00 each

Royal blue & yellow

M

47”

XL

Garment Size

57”

S

Sporting Bears Motor Club
embroidered on back in yellow

M

Black

Dark navy

54”
Ladies’ Strappy Vest Top by George £8.00 each

Ladies’ Strappy Vest Top by Papaya £8.00 each

with embroidered logo in complimentary colours

with embroidered logo in complimentary colours

8
8

Red, Yellow

12

14

30”

14/16

16/18

34”

Black, White
Unisex Polo Shirts by Jerzees £14.00 each

Unisex Polo Shirts by Easy £14.00 each

short-sleeved, with embroidered badge in complimentary colours

short-sleeved, with embroidered badge in complimentary colours

Lots of colours
Fridge Magnets £2.00 each

S

M

40-44”

43-46”

S
L

XL
50”

XXL

Royal Blue

40”

Unisex Zipped Sweat Shirt by George or Easy £16.00 each
Long sleeves, full length zip & pockets with embroidered badge

S
Bright Blue, Black or Dark Navy
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Page 37

BEAR FACTS
REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
Gents’ Shirts £14.00 each by Elliette Barnes, Blue Lake, or Pierre Leon

Unisex Sweat shirt (no manufacturer’s name)

mid blue poly-cotton, short sleeved, with embroidered badge

S

M

38”

40-42”

L

XL

XXL
48”

S

M

Royal Blue

Unisex Dream Rides Sweat Shirt by Gildan £16.00 each

Unisex Zipped Sweat Shirt by George £15.00 each

Long sleeves & round neck. Embroidered badge and BP Ultimate transfer on front, Dream Rides
transfer on back.

long sleeves, full length zip and pouch pockets

S
Grey, Black

M

L

45”

48”

XL

M

L

XL

S

M

40”

43”

XXL
Bright green, navy blue

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Boston £16.00 each
long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge

M

L

XL

XXL

48”

S
Navy blue

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Hanes £16.00 each

XXL

L

XL

XXL

M

46”

L

XL

XXL

XXL

49”

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Easy £16.00 each

long sleeves, round neck with embroidered badge.

S

long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge

M

L

XL

XXL

40”

S
Black, dark navy

Unisex Hi-vis Yellow Jacket £5.00 each

Ladies’Strappy Vest Tops by George £8.00 each

with reflective bands and printed or embroidered logo in complimentary colours.

with embroidered logo in complimentary colours.

S

M

Bright Yellow

L

XL

44”

48”

L

XL

45”

49”

52”

14/16

16/18

XL

XXL

12

14

31”

34”

M

L

Short sleeved, with Team GB printing - see photos

M

L

XL

Royal Blue

S

XXL
56”

Unisex Knitted Jumper by Easy £14.00 each

White

41”

Embroidered badges (sew-on) £3.00 each

Long sleeves, round neck with badge embroidered in complimentary colours

S

Black or White

M

Unisex Olympics Polo Shirts (donated items)

Long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge.

S

8

XXL

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Maddins £16.00 each

Pale Blue

XL

L

long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge

long sleeves, round neck with embroidered badge.

Black

XXL

51”

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Kustom Kit £16.00 each

S

XL

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Fruit of the Loom £16.00 each

38”

Red

M

Bright blue

long sleeves, round neck with logo embroidered in yellow.

Navy, Royal Blue

S

XXL

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Screen Stars £16.00 each

S

L
41”

M

L

Round with blue or yellow background - from 8.5 - 9.5 cm diameter
XL

XXL

Oval with blue background - approx 9.5 x 4.5 cm

42”

Enamel Lapel Pin Badge £2.00 each - pale blue with red car “21 in 2010”

Car Sticker £2.00 each - yellow, with logo (round or rectangular)

Ball-point pen £2.00 each

Tax-disc Holder £2.00 each
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Forthcoming Events
April 2013
13th
Goodwood 2013
14th
Rockingham Dream Rides (now full)
19th-22nd Guernsey Tour

Baz Firth
Andrew Lake
Bryan King

bazfirth@talktalk.net
andrew.lake@talk21.com
bryan_meppershall@btinternet.com

May 2013
3rd-6th
5th-6th
12th
18th

Caper Revival Tour
Stratford ‘Motor festival’ Weekend
Wallingford Classic Rally
Leeds Castle meets the Bears

Paul Bonsall
Ian Snelling
Huw Page
Baz Firth

enquiries@fatlamb.co.uk
iansnelling@talktalk.net
huwpage@msn.com
bazfirth@talktalk.net

June 2013
1st
2nd
14th-16th
15th-16th
16th
29th-30th

Liverpool ONE
Thirlestane Castle Dream Rides
Cholmondeley Pageant of Power
Supercar Event, Dunsfold
Woburn Classic Car Show Dream Rides
TankFest, Bovington

Max Walker
Fiona Davies
Max Walker
Huw Page
Shire Bears
Baz Firth

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
ysy705@aol.com
maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
huwpage@msn.com
shirebears@tiscali.co.uk
bazfirth@talktalk.net

July 2013
1st-2nd
7th
7th
13th
14th
21st
21st
26th-28th
27th
28th

Children Meet the MPs
Drive Out Day, Welshpool
Classics at Corbridge
Surfing Bears Air Show, Yeovilton
Kimbolton Country Fayre
Coldingham Gala
Classics at the Castle (Sherborne)
Silverstone Classic
Supercars in the City (Sheffield)
Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb

Max Walker
Hugh Jackson
Fiona Davies
Baz Firth
Bryan King
Jeff Ferris
Baz Firth
Shire Bears
Max Walker
Ian Snelling

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
iansnelling@talktalk.net
ysy705@aol.com
bazfirth@talktalk.net
bryan_meppershall@btinternet.com
red-mist@live.co.uk
bazfirth@talktalk.net
shirebears@tiscali.co.uk
maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
iansnelling@talktalk.net

August 2013
2nd-4th
CarFest North
18th
Brentwood Charity Classic
23rd-25th CarFest South
25th
Coventry Festival of Motoring

Max Walker
Huw Page
Max Walker
Ian Snelling

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
huwpage@msn.com
maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
iansnelling@talktalk.net

September 2013
8th
Aintree Children’s Dream Rides
8th
Concorde Classics, Eastleigh
8th
Bo’ness Hill Climb (Teddy Bears Picnic)
14th
Curborough Track Day
15th
Little Havens Track Day (North Weald)

Max Walker
Huw Page
Andrew Carrie
Dave Muttock
Baz Firth

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
huwpage@msn.com
Andrew@acarrie.net
david.muttock@ntlworld.com
bazfirth@talktalk.net

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

Andrew Lake

andrew.lake@talk21.com

15th
Blenheim Horse Trials
November 2013
15th-17th NEC Classic Car Show
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