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SUMMER 2013
Editor’s Edicts
At this time of year
events seem to be in
flow, with a number of
tivities up and down
country.

our
full
acthe

smaller cover photograph
shows Jane’s Jaguar XJ220
underneath the colourful
arches of one of the buildings in Portmeirion.

The main cover photograph
this time is of The Clowndoctors about to take in carentertainment to the next
dimension, much to the delight of Julian who was wondering what he had let himself in for. I’m not convinced
that the Messerschmitt had
experienced anything like it
either.
This picture was
taken at Thirlestane, and
prior to the event, Fiona had
advised to pack clothes sufficient for ‘all eventualities’
in terms of weather. Typically, the one thing that we
did forget was the sun
cream - we won’t be making
the same mistake again, and
now that we know what Thirlestane can offer in the sunshine, we expect more of the
same for next year please.
The driving directions for the
suggested route are particularly difficult as well - left,
left, left and left, and you’re
back.

As you will read in other
articles, Janet is stepping
down from her role as membership Secretary, and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank her for all
of her hard work over the
past years, and especially
for making my life easy
when it comes to preparing
the label runs in advance of
the mailing of Bear Facts.
I’m sure that Hilary will be
more than up to the job as
she takes over this responsibility, but Janet will be a
tough act to follow. I’m
pleased to hear that Janet
will still be attending a number of events, and will undoubtedly be seen actively
touting for new members,
and extolling the virtues of
our club.

We have quite a few reports of activities that have
already taken place, as well
as news on those currently
still in the planning stages.
Max finishes off his report
of the NW Tour, and the

That’s it for now, I’m looking
forward to a summer of
activities, with not that many
weekends off. In the next
few weeks we’ll be going to
Cholmondeley and TankFest,
whilst helping to put the finishing touches to our National Day at Kimbolton.
Fingers crossed that the
weather actually plays ball
this year, and that we are

able to stage the Kimbolton
Fayre unhindered. This is
our National Day, and The
Shire Bears are kindly organizing the dream rides
again - hopefully, we’ll see
you there.
One final thing for me is a
request for new articles, or
photographs. This is your
magazine, so I need to hear
from you about what different types of things you
would like to see here. A
letters section could be interesting, but this does, of
course, depend on some
letters being sent in (or
emailed) in the first instance.
Perhaps I should start making some up, and put in
some spoof letters just to get
the ball rolling.
I would also like to hear
about any car or fundraising trips that you may
be doing this summer independent of the Bears, or
what about a review of your
car, or even of your Dream
Car, or perhaps even one of
the newer cars on the road
such as The Jaguar F-Type.
Any budding reviewers out
there?

…...THE
CLOWNDOCTORS
ABOUT TO TAKE IN
CARENTERTAINMENT
TO THE NEXT
DIMENSION, MUCH
TO THE DELIGHT
OF JULIAN WHO
WAS
WONDERING
WHAT HE HAD LET
HIMSELF IN FOR.

Happy reading, and even
happier driving.
Keith Borkett
keithborkett@hotmail.com

PRINTING DEADLINES FOR BEAR FACTS
Autumn 2013

Articles submitted by end August 2013

Magazine delivery early October 2013

Winter 2013/2014

Articles submitted by end November 2013

Magazine delivery early January 2014
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BEAR FACTS
Chairman’s Chatter
I hope that the summer has
finally arrived in style by the
time that you read these
notes - it is certainly playing
a very mean game of hide
and seek and the moment.

IN 2014 THE SPORTING
BEARS MOTOR CLUB WILL
CELEBRATE ITS 25TH
BIRTHDAY AND A QUARTER
OF A CENTURY OF
FUNDRAISING JUST HAS
TO BE MARKED WITH
SUITABLE CELEBRATIONS.
AS I AM WRITING THESE
NOTES IN MAY WE DON’T
HAVE ANYTHING
FINALISED YET BUT I CAN
ASSURE YOU ALL THAT
THERE ARE SOME EXCITING
PLANS AFOOT. I SUGGEST
THAT YOU KEEP A SPACE
IN YOUR DIARIES FOR
OCTOBER 2014.

Membership
First of all I must announce
that Janet McPherson, our
Membership Secretary for
almost 10 years, has announced that she would like
to pass the reins on to someone new. I would like, publicly, to thank Janet for her
fantastic efforts since she
took over in 2003. During
her tenure the membership
has more than doubled - a
wonderful testament to
Janet’s hard work - and that
has, of course, brought with it
a proportional increase in
work load. That, coupled
with ever-changing technological changes and family
commitments, has persuaded
Janet that it is time for her to
take a step back. She will
now be able to look forward
to attending some events
once again, purely for the
enjoyment. She has said,
though, that she will still be
practising her persuasive
skills at the NEC persuading
people of the benefits of
being a Sporting Bear.
Janet’s contribution to the
Club in time, effort and
imagination, cannot be overemphasised.
Thank you
Janet for a decade of enthusiasm, commitment and excellent achievements.
Now, when anybody on your
committee announces that
they wish to step down it
does cause something of a
wave of panic. No matter
how hard you try to plan
ahead about who might do
which job in the future, there
is never anyone waiting in
the wings. Except, for once,
there was.
I am very
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pleased to announce that
Hilary Cannon has exhibited
some pretty nifty footwork to
complete a very impressive
soft-shoe-shuffle across the
Committee table and has
already taken a handover
from Janet.
Regalia - Situation Vacant
The bright ones among you
might have noticed that this
does, of course, leave a gap
on the Committee for a budding, or seasoned, entrepreneur - or just someone who
used to like playing shops
once upon a time - to take
over responsibility for the
Club’s regalia. Hilary had
already made good progress before switching roles,
so there is a thriving business
ready and waiting for you to
mould as you see fit. If you
feel up to the challenge then
please contact Hilary, or
anyone else on the Committee.
Shire Bears
Back in early 2007 a new
boy on the block, Dave Muttock, volunteered to get a
new area up and running.
He did such a great job that
the Shire Bears quickly became a thriving branch of
The Club with the broadest
spread of events from gliding to birds of prey, with a
good blend of social and
fundraising too - some even
involving cars! Dave quickly
built a good support team
and showed great imagination and leadership. He was
responsible for raising substantial funds for many good
causes but, due to pressures
of work, has now felt the
need to take a bit of a back
seat. I would like to thank
Dave for his mammoth efforts
over the last six years.
What was I saying earlier
about not having someone

waiting in the wings? Well
we didn’t this time either, but
Dave’s trusty lieutenants, Pip
and Andy had an idea. I
would now like to welcome
Mike Gardner to the Committee as the area rep for
the Shire Bears. Mike has
been a member for many
years and has organised
several events including two
major weekend tours, the
Marches Meander in 2009
and the Dorset Dawdle in
2011. So we can only expect more great things!
The Sporting Bears’ Silver
Celebrations
In 2014 the Sporting Bears
Motor Club will celebrate its
25th birthday and a quarter
of a century of fundraising
just has to be marked with
suitable celebrations. As I
am writing these notes in
May we don’t have anything
finalised yet but I can assure
you all that there are some
exciting plans afoot. I suggest that you keep a space
in your diaries for October
2014.
On that note I will sign off
and wish you a happy and
sunny summer of great motoring and fundraising with
the best Club in the world.
Mike McSean
sbchairman@ntlworld.com

SUMMER 2013

The Midlands Region with friends from the other regions enjoyed the sunshine on
Bank Holiday Monday 6th May at the Stratford ‘Festival of Motoring’.
After a few teething problems we set up camp in the Rother Street Market area of
Stratford upon Avon.
We were a little out of the way from the main attractions but we were assured that announcements
would be given out and there were signs around the
town. We were busy!
We had a great range of cars as usual from Jaguar
XK140, Jaguar E-type, Vauxhall VXR, a very popular
Ferrari 430 Scuderia and even a Bentley driven by a
six foot Bear - now not even Max can beat that, yet!
With the weather being fantastic for a Bank Holiday
weekend it brought with it major traffic issues in and
around the town, but the Event was successful
and quoted as being the busiest weekend in
Stratford upon Avon for many years.
Quentin Wilson was there to entertain the
crowds in the Bancroft Gardens, and when he
interviewed the Mayor of Stratford had the
crowds laughing at the sight of a Bear, driving
the Mayor on a Dream Ride.
Thank you to all of you that supported the
Event. Sporting Bears has donated £1,000 to the
Jennifer Trust for Spinal Muscular Atrophy
which will be fund an Kid’s Activity Day in August
www.jtsma.org.uk .

Kim / Ian
Midlands Bears
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BEAR FACTS
Membership Report

I AM PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE THAT HILARY
CANNON, OUR CURRENT
REGALIA SECRETARY, HAS
VOLUNTEERED TO TAKE UP
THE POST AND OUR
HANDOVER TOOK PLACE AT
THE NORTON CANES
SERVICE AREA OVER THE
SPRING BANK HOLIDAY
WEEKEND. I AM CONFIDENT
THAT HILARY WILL DO A
TREMENDOUS JOB FOR THE
CLUB AND BRING THE
MEMBERSHIP INTO THE 21ST
CENTURY WITH HER

Current membership is standing at 541.
After a decade as membership secretary,
and not without a great deal of soul searching, my changing circumstances have left me
with no other decision than to give notice of
my resignation to the committee. As the club
continues to grow, and as I have a lot less
available time, I felt that I couldn’t provide
the focus and attention the role needed and
so it was time for me to hand over to someone else.
Recruiting new members and seeing them
eventually take on existing or new areas
has been one of the most rewarding part of
this job. However, you’re not completely
getting rid of me! I will continue to support
the club as best I can. I’m even hoping get
the old Healey out from the Carcoon and
take part in a few Dream Ride events at
some point in the future.
I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support throughout my time
as the Membership Secretary. I would also
like to offer a special “thank you” to Mike

Norton for his invaluable help on more occasions than I care to remember, for getting
the club laptop up and running, and for
dealing with some of my more “blonde”
moments.
I am pleased to announce that Hilary Cannon, our current Regalia Secretary, has volunteered to take up the post and our handover took place at the Norton Canes Service
Area over the Spring bank holiday weekend. I am confident that Hilary will do a
tremendous job for the club and bring the
membership into the 21st century with her
enthusiasm and confident approach to computer technology.
It only leaves me to thank Hilary for taking
over the reins so quickly and, for last time,
to welcome the new members to our thriving
club. Signing off, and wishing you all a
great year with the Bears.
Janet McPherson
jdm.car@btopenworld.com
Hilary’s email address is:SBMC.Membership@virginmedia.com

ENTHUSIASM AND
CONFIDENT APPROACH TO
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY.

A warm welcome to the following new members:
Colin Haycock
David & Joanna
Cole-Biroth
Edward House
Scott & Lynne Woods
Adrian Swift
Richard & Charlotte
Talbot
Roger Falcon
Tony Lawrence
Jonathan Mott
Craig & Caroline
McAteer
Karl Chamberlain
Lindsey Palmer
Brian Ramsey
Tony, Lesley, Ned &
Liam Shannon
Gail & John Jackson
Martin Phillips
Martin Windle
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Berkshire
Kent
Essex
Basingstoke
Suffolk
Newcastle
Bucks
Cleveland
Wokingham
Kent
Kent
Berkshire
County Durham
Chester
Redditch
Redditch
Lancashire

Angela Jackson
Trevor Woodward
John Tyson
Frank Foley
Dan Sykes
Anthony & Pat Smith
John Webster
Michael Berry
Anthony Smith
Max Scholes &
Charlotte Baughan
Paul, Nina, Carlo &
Luisa Sheldrake
Steve Shearsby

Cumbria
Cumbria
Cumbria
Dorset
York
Essex
Shropshire
Oxon
Essex
Bucks
Surrey
Harrogate

The formal Laptop Hand-over Ceremony

SUMMER 2013
Charity Secretary’s Report
I have a few new charities to tell you about
this year; as usual you are keeping me out
of mischief!

Registered Charity No: 1001817. Newlife
Nurses are the gateway to information,
grants and care. They man a national
Helpline which supports and informs families, whether they have just been told of
their child’s disability or need help accessing
local services. The Newlife Nurse Helpline is
free, confidential and trusted. One way we
can help is to support their Sensory Box
Loans - these free loan boxes contain specialist hardy equipment, which is both stimulating and enjoyable to use with a wide
variety of children's needs. Play is important to all children but for many disabled
children the opportunity to have access to
interesting and therapeutic items is difficult
for families to achieve. The boxes are selfcontained and are delivered direct to the
family's door. They are relevant to the age
and need of the child and can be used to
fill the needs of children short term or fill the
need while an application is being made for
grant provision from Newlife or elsewhere.

Once the group started building up in numbers it was decided to meet during the
school holidays as well. The club is run by

parents who all have a child with a disability or special needs, therefore giving a
friendly welcome feeling to new members.
Everyone can understand what others are
going through, and it’s great to chat to
someone who knows how you’re feeling!!

I HAVE A FEW
NEW CHARITIES
TO TELL YOU
ABOUT THIS
YEAR; AS USUAL
YOU ARE
KEEPING ME
OUT OF

Two Rivers School cater for pupils from 319 with a wide range of learning and
physical disabilities from the Tamworth and
surrounding areas. They are planning an
exciting trip for some of their pupils in 2014
and hope the Sporting Bears Motor Club
may be able to help out.

DAISY CHAIN CLUB
Charity No.1104001. The Daisy Chain
Club is a social and leisure group for families who have a child with a disability or
special needs, and their siblings. The club is
Northampton based and is run by parents
who all have a child with a disability or
special needs.

They are currently trying to raise £10,000
to take a group of 15 youngsters with special needs to Iceland.

Every activity includes siblings on an equal
basis. They give all the children in the family opportunities to play, make choices and
experience new things in a safe and happy
environment. The Daisy Chain Club was
started in September 2000, when a few
families wanted somewhere to go with all
the children in the family, without standing
out. The group was originally given some
funding from Scope Northamptonshire to
start up, and the group met at the PHAB
Centre once a month on a Sunday.

Sandwell Deaf Community Association
SDCA provides a children & young people
service which offers play schemes & events
for young people, alongside a youth club &
a young people's assessment & support
package.

The trip will be a once in a lifetime experience for the pupils and a chance to go
abroad with their friends. What an amazing experience for them!

http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/site/
custom_scripts/ip_directory_record.php?
recordID=621&categoryID=89
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BEAR FACTS
Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)

http://www.solihullcarers.org/young-carers.
Young carers may be as young as 5; Solihull Young Carers
helps to support 5 to 18 year olds who maybe looking after
someone (family member or friend) who has an illness, disability, mental health condition, alcohol/substance dependency or HIV/AIDS. Young carers take on practical and/or
emotional caring responsibilities that would normally be expected of an adult.
Support Workers at the service are able to help with:
Sign Posting - finding other services that can help
Advocacy - speak to people on their behalf
One to One support - speak to somebody in private
about how the young carer is feeling
School and Homework - give help with school issues

http://hhho.org.uk. Charity Number: 1147859
HHHO is a campaign started by the incredibly brave Harry
Moseley. Whilst battling an inoperable brain tumour, Harry
was inspired to make a difference to all people with brain
cancer when a friend of his, who also had a brain tumour,
became very ill. Within the space of just over two years
Harry had organised and attended nearly 100 events to
raise money for and awareness of Brain Cancer. He touched
the hearts of the nation with his efforts and helped change
the lives of everyone he met.
Following his passing Georgie (Harry's mum) and Adam
Rickitt (CEO of HHHO) set about launching his ultimate
dream, a charity of his very own, looking at his own family's
cancer journey and the areas where support had been lacking.
In brief, the charity are very similar to REACT, who we have
been supporting for many years. Adam wrote “As a charity
we average gifts of circa £400 per family, not for holidays
abroad, or trips to see Santa, but for the blood and guts side
of life, alleviating some of the pressure and allowing the
family to focus on fighting the cancer journey.”

http://www.jamieswish.co.uk.
Registered Charity No: 1127984, Jamie’s Wish Trust is
based in Littlehampton, West Sussex.
Jamie was diagnosed with a cancerous brain tumour in December 2003, and he bravely fought for three and a half
years against this awful disease that affects so many lives.
Jamie’s Wish grants wishes across the UK, to children and
young people that have a life threatening illness. They also
help these children and young people, and their families, by
providing a grant in order to ease their financial situation
during this often stressful time.
Wishes are granted to bring a little joy to these children and
their families during what is often a very challenging time.

http://www.winstonswish.org.uk.
Registered Charity
1061359 (England and Wales) , SCO41140 (Scotland) .
Winston’s Wish is a national charity and it is the West Sussex
branch who have initially requested support.
Winston’s Wish was founded in 1992 to provide practical
and emotional help and support to children who have suffered bereavement in their immediate family. Winston’s
Wish is now recognised as the leading organisation in this
field. In September 2006 a satellite office in West Sussex
was formed, specifically to deliver services to children and
families living, or at school, in the region. In the past year
alone, they have delivered a full programme of support to
156 individuals in 49 families in West Sussex. This service is
free to all of those families.
Caroline McSean
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Charity Secretary’s Report - Updates from Existing Charities
Alfe’s Cause
I just wanted to update you with how Alfe's Cause are spending the kind donation of £2900 raised with Dream Rides at
the NEC Classic Car Show last year. Initially they had intended to produce a sibling support booklet but this was going to take a long time due to red tape. After a rethink they
are now making
Play Packs that
will contain arts
and craft activities
and games for
children and their
siblings who have
to stay or visit hospital frequently.
These will be
available on Disney and Paddington wards at Northampton General Hospital and aim to provide distraction and relieve the boredom of staying in for
procedures.
With the other part of the money we are arranging monthly
meetings for families to get together with the aim of developing a further support network and they are so pleased to
now be in a position to support more families. At Easter the
younger children went to the NEC to watch Justin and friends
from CBeebies.

My keyboard has recently been red hot! I have just finished
sending out cheques worth in excess of £9,000.
At the last Committee meeting, with the coffers sufficiently
overflowing, six charities were chosen to benefit from “End of
Year (2012) Funds” of £500 each. They comprise long
standing favourites like REACT, more recent charities such as
Medical Detection Dogs and NCTLC. Historically we have
always identified newly nominated charities for support for
end of year funds; this year HelpHarryHelpOthers, Francis
House, and Jamie’s Wish Trust have been chosen.
Other charities to benefit so far this year from all the exciting events happening around the country are Jennifer’s Trust
who have received £1,000, raised at the Stratford ‘Motoring
Festival’. Help a Guernsey Child have been sent £250 from
the April Guernsey Tour. SeeSaw were supported with £625
from the charming Wallingford Classic Car Show; £4,250
has been donated to the Royal Navy and Royal Marines
Children’s Fund following the Super Car Siege at Leeds Castle and £200 from the 31st Yorkshire Classic Car & Motorcycle Show at Ripley Castle.
Keep up the good work – I do so like to keep busy!
Caroline McSean
Charity Secretary

SHIRE BEARS
A group of members now meet regularly in the Northamptonshire area. If
you are interested in coming along, we get together on the second Thursday
of each month at the Overstone Manor at 8.00 pm. The pub is in Ecton
Lane, Sywell and the postcode is NN6 0BB.
All are welcome.
Email shirebears@tiscali.co.uk if you require any information
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BEAR FACTS
SBMC 2014 Calendar?
Following the continuing success of the BBC’s Countryfile calendar, (used to raise funds for Children in Need) featuring viewers’
photographs, we thought we might try our own SBMC version for 2014.
So, please start taking lots of digital photos, and send them to us at SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com. We will organise a
selection panel (of at least 2 judges) and choose the 12 we like the best. These will then be made up into a SBMC 2014 calendar ready for sale at the NEC and through the web page and Bear Facts.
Your photos should be related in some way to cars, motoring or other SBMC activities (some discretion should be applied,
please!). Please send your photos with the highest possible resolution, we can always reduce the file size if it proves necessary.
We should like to receive them by the end of August, which gives time for those taken at Kimbolton to be included.
Hilary Cannon
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SUMMER 2013
Four days in NW - Part 2
Part 2 of this report from Max, following the previous Bear Facts edition:

Cross into Anglesey across the old
Menai Bridge, built by Thomas Telford
opened in 1826 to stop for the most
expensive photo outside the longest
railway sign - no not Rhyl!!!

Lt Rob Pitt, we went to the training area
with 2 pilots who were as thrilled with
our cars as we were with their jets.
There were simulators showing actual
flying routes and bomb drops (practice
of course) so the pilots could hone their
fast jet skills, then into the hangar.
Every kid wants to be in this place, we
were pretty big kids, taking turns into
the cockpits, smiling and seeing if our
handbags clashed with the Jets. These
were the latest Hawk T2 Jets, but the
base still operated Hawk T1 jets that
have flying comparison controls to the
Spitfire. The pilots escorted us across
for Lunch in the Officers Mess and then
onto the safety side of flying. There
was a parachute check and ejector seat
assembly rooms. We were amazed by

Although this was named in the 1850s,
said by a Menai Cobbler and is an
early tourist attraction to get people to
stop after the Brittania Bridge was built
by Robert Stephenson to take trains
across the Menai Straight there is little
more than the sign now, but we still
stopped.
Then as guests at RAF Valley for a full
day tour of the base. We met at the
base primary school to allow the children to sit in our cars, started engines
and revved. Then with pictures under
the base Guardian, to start an enthralling day. After the welcome brief by Flt

how much equipment fits into the
little seat area the group volunteered myself to
demo the speed
of inflation the
lifejackets exert....apparently
startled rabbits
have looked less
shocked than I
did.
We were then
handed over to

Day Three - 3rd October
White Knight says to Alice,
'I heard him then, for I had
just completed my design.
To keep the Menai Bridge
from rust.
By boiling it in wine.'
Lewis Carrol, Through the
Looking Glass

the Air Sea Rescue base to see the helicopters. Baz was on a busman’s holiday being based at RNaS Yeovilton,
but controlled the inter services banter
as he was with the Bears on this visit.
Again we were given access to the helicopters, practiced how we would fly
them and enjoyed the laughs as we
learnt winching techniques with the rescue crew.
It was over all too soon. We thanked
our hosts and especially liaison Babs.
Everyone we met was a credit to RAF
Valley.
Day Four - 4th October
So we left the hotel for the final time,
with John and Terry having to leave,
we had a sunshine photo call in front of
the Marble
Church,
as
our last try

was in torrential rain, then off to the
world famous site that couldn’t be
missed - a morning run to Portmeirion,
to park inside this world famous and
unique village for photographs, but we
are more than just a number!!!!!
We were given central access into the
village with reserved parking by the
bay. Then estate Manager Meurig
Jones gave us a private tour, with the
stories behind each individual building,
famous visits and of course the background to Prisoner. As if Baz and Paul
did not have enough to picture after
lunch we departed out of the village
and round to return through the arches
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BEAR FACTS
Four days in the NW (cont’d)

for photography paradise.
From history and eccentricity of Portmeirion, built before planning applications were needed to the modern Electric Mountain - the powerstation in the
mountain. When it was fully commissioned in 1984, Dinorwig Power Station was regarded as one of the
world's most imaginative engineering
and environmental project. Dinorwig's
operational characteristics and dynamic response capability are still
acknowledged the world over, being
the largest scheme of its kind in
Europe.
We were taken deep below
Elidir mountain, comprising of
16km of underground tunnels
and its construction required 1
million tonnes of concrete and
4,500 tonnes of steel. The station's six powerful generating
units stand in Europe's largest
man-made cavern.
After this, it was the final farewell – we made it!!!!!!
Max Walker
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SUMMER 2013
Rockingham Feedback
Andrew Lake sent in the following feedback from the charities
and the drivers following the excellent charities event held at
Rockingham in April.
FROM THE CHARITIES
“Just a quick, a little belated, note to say Thank You to you
and your Sporting Bear colleagues for a VERY enjoyable
Sunday - we all had a fantastic time!!!
We are very grateful for this very memorable experience”
“I just wanted to say a big thank you for making it such a
pleasant day for our families and young people. We’ve
heard extremely positive feedback from some staff and
families. You’ve given them very special memories to cherish”
“Hi Esther,
The day was absolutely fantastic, as it was last year.
Rockingham was very windy, but quite warm really.
Everyone in our group had a great time. As we arrived, Reuben exclaimed very loudly "Oh-ohhhh"!!. This was awesome
as he has only been there once before, and so quite clearly
remembered it very well from last year.
Thank you again for inviting us!”
“I wanted to send you an email to say thank you so much for
inviting Alfe's Cause to Rockingham yesterday. It was wonderful to see so many children with big smiles on their faces,
and families caught up in all the excitement. The drivers were
all so friendly and couldn't have done more to ensure everyone had the best time.
Rockingham provided an opportunity for new friendships to
develop, memories to be made and for old friends to catch
up. Please find a couple of photos attached. The one of the
two boys pulling faces is my son Alfe (in the glasses) who met
Eamon when they were both patients undergoing chemo.
They hadn't seen each other for a couple of years and this is
probably the only photo of them both with hair and in remission.
Sporting Bears do amazing work and because of that Alfe's
Cause have continued to run this year so thank you isn't really
enough but all I can to say THANK YOU!”
“Just wanted to say a very big Thank you for today. My kids,
as well as myself had a ball.”
“Thank you for such a wonderful day out. Our 15 year
grandson Larry is confined to a wheelchair and to see him in
a sports cars last Sunday was a joy. Our other healthy
grandson Sean, who is 9 had a fabulous time. All the drivers,
marshalls and other helpers were absolutely wonderful”
See page 15 for some letters received from the children themselves.

AND FROM THE DRIVERS
“I just wanted to say a big thank you for organising Sunday's
event. I thoroughly enjoyed it, it was a very humbling experience talking to the parents and even more so the children. So
many parents went out of their way to thank us for all that
we do in terms of fund raising which, for me at least, I struggle to reconcile in my head because all I'm doing is chucking
my car around a track or on the road, it's not exactly demanding and is something probably all the drivers really
love to do.”
It's a great idea to enable us to meet the recipients of the
funds rather than the usual punters, it's all very motivating so
I'm definitely up for more of these events and If you are going to be arranging the same again at Rockingham definitely
put us down for next year”
“Just a note to say thank you for organising such an enjoyable day yesterday. Both John and I had a great time and
we thought the event could not have gone better. As you
said at the briefing it was all about putting smiles on faces
and you and the others that made the day run so smoothly
should be proud with the large number of ear-to-ear grins
achieved”
“Just a short but heart felt thank you to you and all the volunteers for yesterday. I had a great time whizzing round in my
Caterham and the response from the passengers (and their
parents) was wonderful, even if one boy is now trying to persuade his Mum that it is an ideal shopping car! One boy,
who is a carer, said he had been looking forward to the day
for weeks and this was the best day out they had ever had“
“Just a quick note to say thank you for arranging yesterday,
it was a fantastic event and from what I saw everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves – the weather was a particular
bonus, especially for those with no roof!”
“Just to confirm my thanks in writing for a wonderful event on
Sunday. I enjoyed myself, (even hitting the odd racing line
now & then), but more importantly I think the guests had fun
too!”
I would like to thank you and all your assistants for arranging
and staging this event so well, especially the people who
gave up their own free time to provide the safe and protected environment, (as well as keeping us fed and watered)
throughout the day”
“Just to thank you and all those volunteers at Rockingham for
a fantastic day. So many of the kids and carers thanked us
for our efforts but I know it would not have been possible
without you and your volunteers”
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BEAR FACTS
Koala Bear Facts Report - May 2013
The Southern season has well and truly
kicked off with us at Wallingford raising for SeeSaw. The day started as
every Wallingford we’ve been to before, lovely sunshine which puts everyone in good mood. The setting up
starts from around 8am and this year I
was lucky to have a few dedicated
locals helping me erect the garage
fencing. The marquee turned up a bit
later and we benefited from a big
marquee to get both us and our amazing Regalia team under the same roof.
It was great to have a lot of new faces
for the rides and 13 cars available
covering sports, classics and luxury.
The event starts with a vehicle parade
which this year had over 250 vehicles
in it - this means we cannot start the
rides until midday. We had a reasonably constant flow of people including several who enjoyed our rides
last year and many smiling faces on
completion. The only thing that put a
slight downside on the day was that
the sun disappeared early to allow the
rain in and proceeding came to a halt
earlier than the expected 4.30pm. In
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the end we raised £600 which was a
25% rise on last year. A great result
all round and a massive thanks to all
involved from the drivers, booking
team, our Regalia team and anyone
else getting passengers in the cars.
We have also welcomed a new charity on board, Winston’s Wish. Their
Head Office is based in Gloucestershire but they have opened a new
office in West Sussex and heard
about what we do through a meeting
with a Sporting Bear at one of the
Goodwood Breakfast Club meetings.
The charity specialises in child bereavement (similar to SeeSaw in Oxfordshire) and is looking for new fundraising opportunities. Trudi and I had
a good meeting with them and as a
result we will be attending their fund
raising family day at Hurtwood Polo
Club in early June with a static dispaly. For those who remember The
Who and The Small Faces, Hurtwood is
owned by Kenny Jones. The following
weekend we will be doing the 2 day
Super Car Event for The Children’s

Trust Tadworth. Both will have been
done and dusted by the time you are
reading this but the weather is looking
promising.
We are also discussing a closed event
for the children at Naomi House and
Jacks Place, the most likely date will
be some time in August. Early discussions with them seem to prove that a
small rides event will be possible and
based on their previous experiences
should be popular.
We also plan to be supporting Max
Walker and the Children to Parliament
event in early July and will be attending ‘A Classic Car Rally’ at the Brentwood Centre on 18th August - this will
be static this year to get the Sporting
Bears name known within the event
and to see what would be possible for
next year.
Huw and Trudi
Koala Bears

SUMMER 2013
Vic Barnes
It is with great
sorrow that I have
to report the
passing, on May
5th, of Vic Barnes,
a Sporting Bear
of
eighteen
years’ standing.
Vic
passed
peacefully, surrounded by his
family at the
Duchess of Kent Hospice, Reading, at
the age of 83 after a brave battle
against lung cancer.
Vic was an enthusiastic member and
one of the Club’s characters: he was
quick with praise and support but
would also readily point out anything
that was out of place or not up to the
mark. As long ago as 1996, Vic had
a letter published in Bear Facts where
he was encouraging other members to
join him at the August Bank Holiday
Knebworth event to put on a Sporting
Bears’ display, with a view to spreading the word and recruiting new members.
He attended many events but was
most often to be seen at Kimbolton, a
favourite event at which he was a
regular attendee. In 2010, the year
of our 21st Birthday celebrations, Vic
contacted me and insisted on paying

for our birthday
cake.
Vic was
given the honour
of cutting the cake
at the appointed
hour, a task he
completed
with
style and panache. Vic always
had his own special parking place
as he was severely limited in how far he could walk
and used a mobility scooter to get
around. I still have the ‘Disabled Parking’ signs that we had made up especially for him.
As Vic’s daughter said, “My dad loved
being a member of the Sporting Bears
and the Volvo Owners Club; he valued
his friends at both of these
clubs and loved helping others and being part of something that mattered”.
Vic’s main motoring love was
Volvo and he was also a
member of the Volvo Enthusiasts’ Club, one of whose trophies is the Vic Barnes’
Shield for the best 164.
The generosity and support
that Vic showed throughout
his membership will never be
forgotten: during a period of

‘cash flow difficulties’ many years ago
Vic didn’t hesitate and, without being
asked, gave an ad hoc donation which
allowed us to make an important mailshot to the membership. This wasn’t,
by any means, the only instance of
such thoughtful generosity.
Vic will be remembered for his strong
support of the Club and its values, and
for stepping up when needed.
Vic’s wife Valerie has told us that she
intends to remain a member and our
thoughts are with her, their daughter
and son-in-law Annette and Andy and
granddaughter Rhiannon during this
difficult time.
Mike McSean

Some feedback received from
the children who attended Rockingham in April.
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BEAR FACTS
SPORTING BEARS WEB SITE
Have you had a look at the new web site ?
Got any ideas you would like to put forward ?
Please go online at sportingbears.co.uk and let me know what you think.
I am now looking after the day to day operation of the site with a lot of help from Mark Preece.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mike Norton for all the time and effort he has put in over the
years with the original site, it will be a hard act to follow.
Andy Cooke
01604 870701 or pip.andy@tiscali.co.uk

SPORTING BEARS GUESTS AT ECCDS ANNUAL CELEBRATION
Seven of our members attended as guests at the Education
Centre for Children with Down Syndrome’s Celebration Evening on the 21st March.
The centre which is based in Newton Aycliffe County Durham
has held an annual celebration evening since it was formed
back in 2005. The purpose of the evening (which coincided
with World Down Syndrome Day) was to bring together all
the children and their families, to meet with the Trustees,
staff and volunteers. Invitations were also extended to sponsors and fundraisers.
The evening commenced with a young group ‘Star’ performing a number of pop songs followed by the real ‘stars’ of
the night, the children of the centre taking the stage to perform their own party pieces. Needless to say audience participation didn’t take long to kick in and the Bears did themselves proud singing and generally joining in on the fun.
It was also nice to receive thanks from the charity for the
fundraising we have done over the year and their genuine
excitement at once again being treated to their own “Dream
Rides” at the forthcoming event at Teesside Autodrome.
A great festive night and lots of happy smiling faces.

Only two cakes left! I can see a bun fight about to happen!!!
Kendral and Phil Ellis, Paul Bonsall, Brian Short, Tony Beverley and Sarah and Marc Waggitt

Brian (Shorty) Bear
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Fund Raising via our Website
Did you know you can raise funds for the Club, and therefore for Charity via the
Sporting Bears website. We have raised over £1000 so far by doing very little !!

WWW.SPORTINGBEARS.CO.UK
Just by using it to carry out web searches

Yes I know that most of you probably use Google, but why not give this a try. It’s
very simple, any search you do that results in you following sponsored links, can result
in the club getting paid.

Google do just the same
(I’m sure you’ve seen the ‘sponsored links’ on the results page).

Well, they get all the money from that.
If you use the Bears website we will get some of it too.

Set us up as your default home page and use your mouse to raise money for charity.

www.sportingbears.co.uk/SBMC_Search.htm
ALSO
If you have any future events or reports of past events please send them to us for inclusion on the
website.

Email picture(s) and a written report to
pip.andy@tiscali.co.uk
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BEAR FACTS
Shire Bears Spring Action - Mike Gardner
I am reliably informed, nay compelled !
by our illustrious editor that part of my
duties as the new Regional Representative for the Shire Bears is come up with
a literary masterpiece for Bear Facts.
Failing that, at least a report on what
we have up to during this particularly
variable Spring weather and what
exploits we have planned for the future.
Our monthly meetings have continued
throughout the year on the second
Thursday of each month at Overstone
Manor just off the A4500 north of
Northampton commencing at 8.00pm.
Or you can arrive earlier as some
members occasionally do, and partake
of a carvery dinner or `Two for a Tenner` meal deal before joining the
meeting.
The first outing of the season was on
14th April when several Shire Bears
joined other Bears from far and wide
to take part in the excellent track day
arranged by Andrew Lake at Rockingham Raceway. This well attended
event was purely intended to provide a
day of fun and excitement for the children, parents and siblings of several
charities that the Sporting Bears has
been supporting. It was very apparent
by the smiles on their faces that they all
had a great time and I think all the
drivers even managed to squeeze just
a little fun out of the day too. Certainly the tyres on my XKR bore the

Classics gather in Uppingham
for Stilton Cheese Run
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signs of some 50 laps of fun on the 1.7
mile National Circuit !
The following Sunday 21st April found
the Lotus Elan +2, Mini and Jaguar XKR
of members join the `Stilton Cheese
Run` at Uppingham for a gathering of
more than 350 classic cars in the centre
of the town. A leisurely and very scenic
run then ensued to the village of Stilton
in Cambridgeshire. The route follows
as far as possible the horse drawn
wagon journeys made delivering the
famous cheeses made in Leicestershire
to inns and shops on route to Stilton on
the `Great North Road` (now the A1).
All the cars re-assembled at the mid
point of a farm in Bulwick where traditionally the teams of horses were
changed. An excellent pig roast was
available whilst the eclectic mix of veteran, vintage and classic cars were
viewed. The finale at Stilton was quite
a sight with cars lining both sides of the
High Street.

to die for!
Busy, busy, busy, the following Bank
Holiday Monday had members sweltering in unseasonable heat supporting
the Brummie Bears at the first ever
Stratford on Avon `Festival of Motoring`. The town was heaving as only
Stratford can on a Bank Holiday, and I
think the organisers were on a huge
learning curve, but the stalwart SBMC
rose to the challenge as ever, and I
believe a very creditable sum was
raised for the Jennifer Trust which I am
sure Ian Snelling will fill you in on in his
report.
Pause for breath for a week and then
more Shire Bears set off southwards to
support Huw Page and his cuddly Koala`s at the Wallingford Classic Car
Show where, despite the best intentions
of the British weather, by the afternoon
we still made £600 doing Dream Rides
for the See Saw Trust. Well done to
Huw and the team for their hard work.
This is a fun show that takes place annualy and starts with a cavalcade of
all the cars through the streets of Wallingford to the show ground and has a
real carnival atmosphere with lots of

This is an annual event with proceeds
from the organisers going to Leicestershire Air Ambulance. It is planned to
include this enjoyable and friendly
event into the Shire Bears calendar in Shire Bear Jags ready for Cavalcade
the future as a purely social event.
at Wallingford
Next came the `Cotswold Cruise Out `
that Julie and I organised on Sunday
28th April with 14 Shire Bears in 7 cars
taking a 62 mile scenic drive from Towcester in Northamptonshire through
attractive villages and countryside of
the quieter reaches of the northern
Cotswolds to the 17th century Bell Inn
at Welford on Avon for a particularly
fine lunch. The Bell Inn is reputedly
where William Shakespeare rested locals lining the route and waving. If
from a particularly rain soaked journey you are not a million miles away I can
back to Stratford on Avon and con- heartily recommend you to join in if
tracted fatal pneumonia. Fortunately a Huw can cope with all the cars. One
mild case of indigestion was the worst Bears member even travelled up from
that befell some of our members due to the Isle of Wight but I think his main
over indulgence. Sticky Toffee Pudding land visa was still valid so that was ok!

SUMMER 2013
Shire Bears Spring Action (cont’d)

On a personal level Julie and I are off
to Leeds Castle to surf the moat with
Baz Firth and the Surfer Bears at the
`Super Car Siege` so fingers crossed
for yet more productive Dream Rides.
Looking to the future, the Shire Bears
will be at Woburn Classic Car Show
doing dream Rides on June 16th which
will be the first time we have planned
to do rides at this event. We will also
be very involved with the Kimbolton
Fayre on Sunday 14th July as it is
firmly `on our patch` and we really
need volunteers to assist as marshalls at
this very busy event. So if you harbour
a latent desire to don a high vis vest

please contact either
me or Andy Cooke
and we will gratefully receive your
offers.
The next `biggie` for
the Shires will be
Silverstone Classic on
26th/27th/28th July.
We currently have
21 cars registered
for the event but by
the time you read this
edition you will have
missed the cut off
date for discounted
entry tickets via the
`car club` scheme with the organisers.
Please also
be
aware
that this year
tickets
will
not be available on the
gate as previously.
If
you have not
booked and
wish to be
part
of
SBMC infield
display parking unfortu-

Trevor misbehaves as usual - this time
at The Bell Inn

nately you will have to pay full price
via the Silverstone on-line booking service.
The Shire Bears have also been invited
to attend a Junior Drag Racing event
at Santa Pod Raceway in Northants on
Wednesday 21st August. The invitation has come courtesy of the NCTLC
Trust which the Shires have been raising
funds for recently. This will be a purely
static display to raise awareness and
advertise what SBMC is all about.
Hopefully, Dave Muttock will still be
able to provide us with one of his excellent Curborough Sprint Circuit track
days and a display at Blenheim International Horse Trials on September
15th which is always an excellent so-

Shire Bears Official Tour Recovery
Truck at the end of a run
ciable day out for members.
Monthly meetings will continue as mentioned previously with a scenic drive
out organised by Mick and Jan Starmer
on the June evening and will terminate
as usual at one of their secret pub locations for a meal. Other plans are
afoot to further enhance the Shire
Bears membership experience by attending other classic meets and shows
within the region and a fund raising
quiz night later in the year to amuse us
on a winter evening. Other ideas are
beginning to gel for activities in
2013/14 so watch this space!
Mike Gardner
Area Representative
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The SBMC have been invited to take part again in this popular event taking place over
the August Bank Holiday (Saturday 24th & Sunday 25th) and to offer ‘Dream Rides’ to the
public.
The show is being advertised as ‘A fun day out for all the family’.
The Historic Vehicle Run has taken place for many years - originally known as the
‘Shakespeare Run’ it toured through towns and villages in the Warwickshire countryside.
Last year was the first year the Event had taken place at Stoneleigh Park as it had outgrown its previous venue. The organisers were unsure of the new venue but last year
the weather stayed fine, and the crowds attended.
Again the Event is over two days with Show & Shine and wheel skills competitions to
name a few activities taking place on Saturday followed by a Hog Roast and a Band in
the evening.
It is hoped that 600 vehicles plus motor cycles of all ages will take part in the Historic Vehicle Run on the Sunday.
Other attractions include, car club displays, fairground, 4x4 experience, Historic auction,
craft fair, trade stand, stunt shows and the all new ‘future of Transport Expo’.
Sporting Bears ’Dream Rides’ will be advertised as a main feature again this year and we
hope for another successful year and a new prominent position at the event.
If you would like to join us at the event and register your car for ‘Dream Rides’ or bring a
car as part of a static display please contact Kim at i-camuk@hotmail.com or 07814
065682.
Kim Dobbs
Midlands Bears
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BEAR FACTS
The Caper Revival - Paul “Grizzly-Bear” Bonsall
Sporting Bears Charity Car Run for Eden House Children’s Hospice
As a child I was well schooled in what it
takes to be a true Yorkshireman - little
things like learning how to peel an orange in yer pocket, disappearing t’t
toilet when it’s your round, etc - so I am
more than familiar with the concept of
never doing ow’t for now’t. But, last
year, at the end of Chris Glasby’s trib-

and set myself a modest target of rais- covering the event in a full article in the
ing £1,000 for the Eden Valley Chil- magazine, pushing the fund raising asdren’s Hospice - with a percentage do- pect of the club. I understand this article
nation of our own food and accommoda- will come out in the magazine released
tion sales from the event forming the to coincide with the Classic Car Show at
starting point for our fund raising efforts. the NEC and should help to boost
With my conscience suitably assuaged I awareness of the Dream Rides there, as
set about the planning. The routes came well as hopefully getting us a few more
first, and I enjoyed members.
several days out in The fund raising side of the Caper Rethe Healey getting vival got off to a good start with the
the basic route in overflow accommodation and other proshape linking to- viders - Kings Head Hotel, Stouphillgate
gether several of my B & B, and Cumbria Classic Coaches - all
favourite
driving agreeing to donate part of their takings
roads with others I to the Hospice, Cressfield Country House
hadn’t tried before. Hotel in Ecclefechan doing us an ‘at cost’
Then I received the lunch buffet, and Ullswater Steamers
“official guidance for generously agreeing to donate their
event organisers” fare, in its entirety, to the cause. Nearer
detailing such minor the time I put pressure on our suppliers to
considerations as donate a few items to the Saturday evegetting MSA ap- ning auction, and even cold called on
proval, making sure various local shops to elicit support - this
“...AND THEY’RE OFF”. C20 ANT ABOUT TO GO THE WRONG
we did everything by called for a certain amount of persuaWAY OUT OF THE CAR PARK ON THE VERY FIRST STAGE.
the book to ensure sive argument and you do need to be
we had insurance, the somewhat thick skinned, (but see earlier
ute “Caper-R” tour to Bob and Mary need for accurate accounting, etc - things reference to Yorkshire upbringing).
Smith - the originators and regular or- were beginning to get more difficult. In It has to be said people were enorganisers of the annual northern Caper - October, there was a brief interruption mously generous, many quite valuable
a plea was made for someone to take to proceedings when I fell off a roof (not items were donated, and in the end,
up the challenge and keep the tradition recommended) curtailing my driving ac- what was intended to top up our funds
going. Several bears approached me to tivities for much of the winter, and the by a couple of hundred quid or so,
suggest that the mantle should fall on my late spring meant snow and salt pre- raised over £900. Thanks - in no parshoulders, having hosted all the previous vented me checking out the mileages/ ticular order - go to Barbour Jackets/
capers at the Fat Lamb, knowing the arranging suitable coffee, lunch stops Practical Classics/Kings Arms Temple
roads and the area, and of course, sim- etc, until perilously close to the event - Sowerby/Black Sheep Brewery/Culgaith
ply by dint of my living up here.
but we got
This presented me with a bit of a quan- there in the end.
dary. I also wanted the Caper to con- Along the way,
tinue. As an enthusiastic participant I we also manhave thoroughly enjoyed all the previous aged to enlist
ones.
However, as the organiser I the involvement
wouldn’t be able to participate on the of
Practical
same level. I would be too busy........... Classics Magawell, organising it, and in any case I zine, in the form
would know the route - where was the of Danny Hopfun in that? But setting aside such selfish kins their editor,
considerations, I had a greater problem. who along with
With the Fat Lamb as the main host ho- his family attel, we very clearly wouldn’t be doing t e n d e d
the
ow’t for now’t, and I was very concerned whole thing. As
that anything we organised shouldn’t be well as particiseen as just a commercial venture.
pating
and
I opted, therefore, to make the Caper a d o n a t i n g , CAPERERS ABOUT TO GO INTO DINNER – I’D LIKE TO SAY IT WAS A
fund raising event for the very first time, Danny will be FANCY DRESS DO BUT SADLY THEY ALWAYS DRESS LIKE THIS.
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The Caper Revival (cont’d)
TR3A LEADING A PORSCHE IN THE
SCOTTISH STAGE

Garden Centre/Speciality Drinks/T.H.
Wiggins/Halfords/
Unipart/
Westmorland Ltd/JMP Ltd/Haughton
Hall Garden Centre/Theakstons Brewery/Kirkby Stephen Produce/Instock
Ltd/Classic Drinks/Lyon Equipment/J.T.
Atkinsons/Angela’s dad/Ruth and finally

to all the Sporting Bears who, having
already paid to attend this event, were
prepared to put their hand in their pockets yet again to make the auction such a
success.
The event itself. Well it went more or
less to plan. The weather treated us
fairly well - a damp start on Saturday
quickly developed into a gorgeously
warm and sunny day. Our generous
lunch stop host unfortunately thought we
were booked in on the Sunday. Hoteliers nightmare, but an astonishing recovery - with just fifteen minutes notice, soup
(thankfully just prepared) and a comprehensive finger buffet
was promptly served
up - so quick in fact
that most people didn’t
know there had been a
problem.
Sunday’s
lakeside barbecue
could be aptly described as a sequel to
“Gorillas in the Mist”
only this would have to
be “Bears in the Mist”,
but the cruise down
Ullswater took us back
into sunshine and the
rest of the
afte rnoo n
was quite
pleasant.
I am very pleased to say
that the grand total of our
donation to the Eden Valley
Children’s Hospice is going to
be a very commendable
£2,250. Not bad for a first
effort. We also managed
five new Bear recruits, and
had several Caper “virgins”
who all seemed to fit in exceptionally well.
Will there be another Caper

ERM...PEACE MAN & TWO PINTS
PLEASE, BARMAN

after this one - reckon there’ll have to
be. Keep watching Bear Facts for future
announcements. Finally, if anyone is
contemplating organising a weekend
tour in their neck of the woods, I can
heartily recommend it - and please reserve a space for me.
Paul “Grizzly Bear” Bonsall
The Fat Lamb Hotel

DOUBLE DECKER BUS RACING THE STEAMER DOWN ULLSWATER
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HAGERTY SBMC CLASSIC CHALLENGE (28-30 Sep) - CANCELLED
Sadly, on 30 March, I had to make
the decision to cancel this fundraising tour of Wales due to lack of
entries. We needed a minimum of
40 cars to make the event viable,
but we had only 26 cars entered,
even though the event deadline
had been extended. Experience
told me that to extend the deadline
further would only mean a heavier
loss. I discussed the situation with
our sponsor and we reached a conclusion that the Hagerty SBMC
Classic Challenge must be cancelled.
Maximum PR had been sent to major classic car magazines, including
‘Octane’, many car clubs, club and
magazine websites and the Hagerty
Insurance website. If event plans
were to continue, including a final
route recce, more fuel costs would
have been incurred. I suggested a
slimmed down version of the Road
Book and offered to cover some
costs myself (after 9 months planning this tour, I did not want to
give up). Hagerty Insurance had

already paid 2 of the 5 sponsorship
instalments planned. I put all the
facts to them and they replied as
follows :-

“This is very sad and we are sorry
this has not generated as much
participants as planned.
We would suggest, to save heartache and stress, that this event is
cancelled. Please retain our donations thus far to cover any costs
incurred and any additional funds
can be put towards the Charities.
Thank you so much for getting us
involved and we are sincerely sorry
that all your efforts have not produced the result we all hoped for.”
M.A. Hagerty Insurance
A similar event which Pat and I organised at the same venue in
Wales 2010 had an entry of 46 cars
and raised a total of £9,000. We
had hoped to eclipse this with the
planned package but it was not to
be. There is no longer enough demand for this style of tour.

The hotel agreed to refund deposits
and some members have decided
to enjoy a weekend away, in the
shadow of what might have been.
Thank you to all members who
have taken part in SBMC tours organised by Pat and I over many
years.
A donation will be made to Hope
House, Eden House and East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices when
Committee have contacted all the
donors to check that they still wish
to donate following a cancelled
event.
Chris Glasbey

Event Organiser
Sporting Bears Motor Club –
Hagerty SBMC Classic Challenge 2013
As some participants may still be
planning to attend the weekend, it
should be noted that because this
tour has been officially cancelled,
the weekend away would not be
covered by SBMC insurance.

Midland Bears Report - June 2013
A good number of Bears from Midlands Bears, Shire Bears & elsewhere
enjoyed a very busy involvement in the
first Stratford upon Avon ‘Motoring
Festival’ on the 5th & 6th of May - see
the separate Report.
By the time you read this we will have
enjoyed a ‘Day Drive-Out’ in early July
Sunday 7th July starting from Meriden
& finishing at the National Memorial
Arboretum in Staffordshire - a special
place to visit.
Forthcoming Events
A return visit to the Shelsley Walsh
‘Classic Nostalgia’ Weekend. We will
be there on Sunday 28th July.
There is an excellent link which includes
a video of our very own Patron driving
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the Hill: http://sportingbears.co.uk/
index.php/view/cat/43/shelsley-walsh

Holiday Sunday with ‘Dream Rides’ please see the separate Report.

Event Day tickets are Advanced:
£12.00 On Gate: £15.00. The link
above has the link to the shop l http://
www. sh e ls le y - wals h. c o. uk /s ho p/
item.asp?c=20&si=104

Our Midlands Bears Sunday lunchtime
meet is on Sunday 22nd September
12.30pm onwards at the Rose & Crown
Inn Portway B48 7JD, by jct 3 M42.

Shelsley Walsh is the oldest motor
sport venue in continuous use in the
World, & is an opportunity to enjoy
motor sport at close proximity, in wonderful countryside. Sir Stirling Moss
OBE together with our Club Patron Barrie “Whizzo” Williams will be there.

Do see the Midlands Bears section on
the Sporting Bears website for any
updates.
We look forward to welcoming Sporting Bears to these various Midlands
Bears Events.
You’ll be very welcome!

We have accepted a repeat invitation
to be at the Coventry ‘Festival of Motoring’. We will be there on the Bank

Ian & Cindy Snelling
iansnelling@talktalk.net

SUMMER 2013
Shire Bears Events 2013
Sunday 16th June – Dream Rides at Woburn
We have been invited to this classic and performance car show in the grounds of Woburn Abbey to do
Dream Rides. If you are interested in coming along, please email: shirebears@tiscali.co.uk or phone 01604
870701.

Sunday 14th July – Kimbolton Country Fayre
The Shire Bears will be running the Dream Rides at this event. If you would like to come along to do Dream
Rides, please contact Pip on 01604 870701 or email: shirebearspip@gmail.com

Friday 26th to Sunday 28th July – Silverstone Classic
The Shire Bears will have a dedicated parking area at this prestigious event and club tickets can be purchased using the Bears club code. For more information please contact: shirebears@tiscali.co.uk or phone
01604 870701.

Saturday 14th September – Curborough Track Day
We have again secured the use of this sprint track for the day. Come along and have a great time at this
non-competitive event. A chance to drive your car in an unrestricted environment. For more details please
contact Dave at david.muttock@ntlworld.com or phone 07901 501578.

Sunday 15th September – Blenheim Horse Trials
The Bears will have free entry to this event with parking adjacent to the cross country course. It is a great
day out with lots to see and do. Great retail area for those who are no interested in the horses! For more
details please contact Dave at david.muttock@ntlworld.com or phone 07901 501578

ROAD TRIP - Range Rollers
By the time you read this, Sporting
Bears member Alasdair Campbell, with
two friends, should have completed a
fund-raising drive through ten central
European countries in three ‘interesting’
cars - 1 British, 1 Italian and 1 German.
The route will be a ‘figure of eight’
from Brussels to San Marino and back,
with a total ban on motorways. Archie
the bear will be going along too and
Alasdair is donating the money raised

to Whizz-Kids. The road trip was
planned for Early June and you can
read about it at
www.rangerollers.org.uk
Hopefully, you’ll be able to read about
it in the next edition of this magazine if
Alasdair is kind enough to send some
stuff in.
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BEAR FACTS
Mello sponsors The Sporting Bears Motor Club by providing all of
the clubs stationery requirements free of charge
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SUMMER 2013
Thank You Letters from some of our charities
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BEAR FACTS
Ripley Castle - Bank Holiday Monday
By Tony Beverley
The weather stayed nice for our first
outing at Ripley Castle on Bank Holiday Monday, we had a nice mix of
cars too thanks to some old and new
members attending this my first of two
Dream Rides Events for 2013.
We set up and waited for the public to
start the day, but as with most new

events, I/we knew it could be a slow
one, but hey, a fantastic waterless
cleaning company offered to clean our
cars so Dave took the Rolls down and
the public loved it, not enough to go for
a ride but they loved it!!

Mark
from
Zoe's
Place
arrived
and
Mark and Myself were invited to sell our
wares over the
PA system. I
think with shows
like this, you
have to be
patient, unless
you are discussing dipstick
lengths
or
which "gangle pin" your car has
then.......... after lunch we decided to
lower the suggested minimum donation
more to suit the "Last of the Summer
Wine Brigade" and "Bingo", we were
off. By the close of business we had
raised the princely sum of £135 plus
what was in the Charity Boxes, so we
will know what to do at Raby Castle in
August,
start
low and have
another fantastic day.

Thanks to Jo for looking after the Bookings, the guys for turning up and my
daughter Molly who wore the Zoe's
Bear all day and had everyone waving
and smiling. In all, a great day.
Tony Beverley

Caption Competition Winner
Thanks to everyone who entered the competition this time. We
had some pretty good entries.
Bob Howes came in with “"And if I hear tales of you using your
blue lights on a dream ride again You'll be in serious trouble!".
Tony Abbiss suggested “I told the Chief Constable one membership fee does not cover the whole Force !”.
But the winners are Mick and Jan Starmer with “"Why haven’t you
registered for Dream Rides yet?" Your prize will be in the post,
but it’s only one prize so you’ll have to fight over it (or share it).
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SUMMER 2013
More Thank You Letters from some of our charities
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BEAR FACTS
Dream Rides at Thirlestane
It had to happen eventually! After 7 years of autumnal,
cold, damp weather on the first Sunday in June, summer sunshine made an appearance. Setting up on Saturday took
place in intermittent sunshine but the blue skies at 6 am on
Sunday morning heralded a dry, bright day.
Twenty-four drivers and cars arrived from all the airts - Keith
and Anne Borkett get the long distance award having come
again from Cambridgeshire and Trevor Maycock returned
from Northampton.
New faces this year
included Chris Pollen, Tony Beverley,
Richard Levin, Ralph
Kelly,
Laura
McBurnie, Stewart
Brown and Robert
Daniel. For the first
time the public were
offered Rides in a
Westfield, an Ultima
GTR, a Lagonda LC Speed, a Rolls Royce Flying Spur and a
Vauxhall D-Type, the oldest car in the line-up which was built
in 1920. Graham had tastefully decorated his black Ferrari
F430 F1 Spider with silver lettering and had been driving
around for a fortnight advertising the Sporting Bears Dream
Rides. You can tell what line of business he's in.......
Our guests were Dr Doodle and Dr Squash from the Clowndoctors who were accompanied by Pip Quinn, the Fundraising and Communications Officer. Having done a PR photoshoot with Dr Doodle and Dr Beatz a few weeks earlier we
knew there would be a special atmosphere around the garage. A selection of the cars were asked to do a parade lap
or four around the ring and Stewart was delighted to take
the Doctors and Pip in the Lagonda. The Dream Rides had
started at 11 am as usual but what was different this year
was the delay in getting back into the Castle grounds because of the queue of traffic building up. The promise of fine
weather had brought the public out in droves. The pay
booth ran out of tickets after 2,000 had been issued! My
own Dream Ride was in Keith's SS 100 Jaguar and we were
fortunate to join the tail back just before a little known alternative entrance to the estate which we took, meaning we
returned ahead of
the 3 cars which
had left before us!
The
wonderful
Ride was memorable for 2 reasons:
the fantastic reflections of the
blue sky and white
clouds
in
the
chrome of the
headlamps at the
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end of the runway/bonnet and the clearing of my nasal passages by the draught!! I'm used to driving a car without side
screens but this was definitely different.
Helen, Pat and Anne on the Booking Desk were kept busy
with a total of 101 passengers taking 86 Rides. Play was

cut short for the Ultima when the throttle cable broke. Andrew went to rescue the passenger and he immediately recognised him from last year. He had been a passenger in his
own car which had developed problems. Very strange! The
Morgan also had to withdraw after an exhaust problem became obvious. Phil and Daniel reported the exhaust separated somewhere around Carlisle but the hose clips and wire
braid held everything together securely and they made it
home safely.

The Rides raised £2,600 and a further £223 of donations
came from the Cool Wall (thank you Claire), the raffle and
general donations. A lady arrived early in the morning with
a bag of small bears and Ann had the brilliant idea of offering people a bear if they made a donation. This worked
wonderfully as people then made another donation when
they received the bear! Lots of smiles were raised with the
(Continued on page 31)

SUMMER 2013
Dream Rides at Thirlestane (cont’d)
(Continued from page 30)

drivers, passengers and volunteers all enjoying their day in
the Borders sunshine. For Trevor, his E-type Jaguar Roadster
was once again the "Car's the Star" as he managed to fit in
most Rides - 8 in total. One driver, Julian, had a particular
treat when the Clowndoctors provided him with live in-car
entertainment - see cover photograph. You too can experience this by going to:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wumlOFFFBys&feature=
youtube_gdata_player.
I want to say a huge thank you to everyone who helped
make this the most memorable Dream Rides event yet staged
by the Polars at Thirlestane Castle.
Fiona

Caption Competition
In this magazine, we have Mike and Helen - unwittingly snapped
whilst on the Caper. I’ve thought of a few possible captions, but
I’m keeping them to myself.
Entries on a postcard....erm, in an email please to the usual address
Cheers,
Keith
keithborkett@hotmail.com
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BEAR FACTS
REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
Availability
There is a wide range of regalia, but only a few items are of each type are available. Please call or email to check current
stock levels.
Pricing
Postage and packing is now included in the cost.
Size guide
Regalia comes from a number of different manufacturers, each of which uses a slightly different system of sizing. So as well
as giving the labelled garment size, I have added the garment’s underarm measurement.
To get the right size:
either measure a garment of your own, which feels right, and select a similar garment size
or take your own underarm measurement and allow extra for ‘ease’. A close fitting garment
like a polo shirt will need 3-4 inches of ease, a jacket will need more.
If you cannot find exactly what you want here, it might be possible to have your own garments custom embroidered for you. Please let us know your requirements for a quotation.

The colours shown may not give a true representation of the colours of the actual garments

Ladies’ Strappy Vest Tops £8.00 each

Gents’ Shirts £14.00 each

with embroidered logo

mid blue poly-cotton, short sleeved, with embroidered badge or logo

Make Colour

8

Papaya Red

12

14

14/16

16/18

30”

31”

George White

31”

S

Elliette Barnes

Papaya Yellow
George Black

Manufacturer

34”

Blue Lake

34”

Pierre Leon

Make Colour
L

Fruit of the Loom Navy Blue

40”

42”

Screen Stars Navy Blue

38”

Easy Navy Blue

43”

Boston Navy Blue

46”

44”

Easy Bright Blue

46”

50”

Easy Sky Blue

40”

46”

Jerzees Royal Blue

40”

XL

XXL

S

Easy Black

Easy Putty

50”

Kustom Kit Red

54”

Hanes Black
Easy Dark Navy
Easy Black

Gildan Royal Blue

46”

50”

54”

Gildan Navy Blue

46”

50”

54”
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XXL

48”

Unisex Sweat Shirts £16.00 each

short sleeved with embroidered badge

M

XL

42”

long sleeves, crew neck, with embroidered badge

S

L

38”

Unisex Polo Shirts £14.00 each

Make Colour

M
40”

Maddins Royal Blue

M

L

XL

XXL

49”
48”

40”
45”

52”
49”
56”

SUMMER 2013
REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
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BEAR FACTS
REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
Unisex Sweat Shirts £20.00 each

Unisex Zipped Sweat Shirts £16.00 each

long sleeves, crew neck, with embroidered badge

long sleeves, collar, with embroidered badge

Make Colour

L

XL

XXL

Make Colour

Gildan Royal Blue

S

M

47”

52”

55”

George Black

Gildan Dark Navy

47”

52”

55”

S

M

L

XL

XXL

48”

Unisex Baseball Cap £10.00 each
Unisex Half-Zip Fleece £18.00 each

with Velcro size adjustment and embroidered badge

long sleeves, with embroidered badge

Make Colour

Make Colour
S

M

TU Grey

L

XL

XXL

47”

Unisex V-Necked Fleece £18.00 each

Beechfield Royal Blue

One Size

Beechfield Dark Navy

One Size

Embroidered Badges (sew-on) £3.00 each

long sleeves, with embroidered badge
Round with blue background - approx 9.5 cm diameter

Make Colour

S

M

L

46”

48”

XL

XXL
Round with blue background - approx 9 cm diameter

TU Navy

Round with yellow background - approx 8.5 cm diameter

TU Burgundy

48”
Oval with blue background - approx 9.5 cm x 4.5 cm

Unisex Hi-Vis Yellow Jacket £5.00 each
Car Stickers £2.00 each

with reflective bands and embroidered or printed logo

S

M

L

XL

Embroidered logo

XXL

These adhere to the inside of window glass and can be re-used. Yellow, with logo. Round, approx
7 cm diameter.

48”

with yellow binding

Printed logo

44”

Enamel Pin Badges

with orange binding
Rally plate shape. Pale blue with red car “21 in 2010”

Unisex Showerproof Jacket
Tax Disc Holders £2.00 each

full-length zip and fold-away collar. Embroidered logo

Make Colour

S/M

Result Dark Navy

£16.00

Royal Blue & Yellow

£25.00

XL

Fridge Magnets £2.00 each
Key-rings £2.00 each

54”
57”

Light-weight lining. Sporting Bears Motor Club embroidered on back in yellow.

Ball-point pens Black ink £2.00 each
Pilot Bears (8”) £6.00 each

A man was driving down a country road when.......
................................... his car stalled inexplicably. He got

out and raised the bonnet to see if he could find the
problem. A brown and white cow lumbered over from
the field she had been grazing in and stuck her head
under the bonnet beside the man. After a moment the
cow looked at the man and said, "Looks like the carburettor to me" then returned to the field and started
grazing.
Amazed, the man walked back to the farmhouse he
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had just passed, where he met a farmer. "Hey, mister,
is that your cow in the field?" he asked. The farmer
replied, "The brown and white one? Yep, that's old
Bessie." The man then said, "Well my car's broken
down, and she just said, 'Looks like the carburettor to
me.'" The farmer shook his head and said, "Don't mind
old Bessie, son. She don't know a thing about cars."

SUMMER 2013
Forthcoming Events
July 2013
1st-2nd
7th
7th
13th
14th
21st
21st
26th-28th
27th
28th

Children Meet the MPs
Drive Out Day, Welshpool
Classics at Corbridge
Surfing Bears Air Show, Yeovilton
Kimbolton Country Fayre
Coldingham Gala
Classics at the Castle (Sherborne)
Silverstone Classic
Supercars in the City (Sheffield)
Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb

Max Walker
Hugh Jackson
Fiona Davies
Baz Firth
Bryan King
Jeff Ferris
Baz Firth
Shire Bears
Max Walker
Ian Snelling

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
iansnelling@talktalk.net
ysy705@aol.com
bazfirth@talktalk.net
bryan_meppershall@btinternet.com
red-mist@live.co.uk
bazfirth@talktalk.net
shirebears@tiscali.co.uk
maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
iansnelling@talktalk.net

August 2013
2nd-4th
CarFest North
12th
Children’s Dream Rides at Teeside
18th
Brentwood Charity Classic
18th
Raby Castle
21
Santa Pod Junior Drag Fun Day
23rd-25th CarFest South
25th
Coventry Festival of Motoring

Max Walker
Tony Beverley
Huw Page
Tony Beverley
Mike Gardner
Max Walker
Ian Snelling

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
tonybev52@gmail.com
huwpage@msn.com
tonybev52@gmail.com
mikeg2e51@talktalk.net
maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
iansnelling@talktalk.net

September 2013
7th
Wilmslow Motor Show
8th
Aintree Children’s Dream Rides
8th
Concorde Classics, Eastleigh
8th
Bo’ness Hill Climb (Teddy Bears Picnic)
14th
Curborough Track Day
15th
Little Havens Track Day (North Weald)
15th
Blenheim Horse Trials

Max Walker
Max Walker
Huw Page
Andrew Carrie
Dave Muttock
Baz Firth
Dave Muttock

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk
huwpage@msn.com
Andrew@acarrie.net
david.muttock@ntlworld.com
bazfirth@talktalk.net
david.muttock@ntlworld.com

November 2013
15th-17th NEC Classic Car Show

Andrew Lake

andrew.lake@talk21.com
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