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Editor’s Edicts
By the time this hits your
doormats the festive season
will be over, and quite a lot
of us will be regretting the
over-eating and overdrinking, and wondering if
we really have to do all of
that exercise to move some
of the extra pounds.
Whereas for me, I’m writing
this before Christmas, so I’ve
got the eating and drinking
to look forward to. So,
what can I say, other than
wooo hooo!
Anyway, looking at the
events calendar it would
seem that the regions are
working flat out with plans
for next year’s activities.
Just take a look at the inside
of the back cover (Page 35)
to see a very impressive list
of events. We also have
two of the more social
events being laid on, with
Paul Bonsall’s Caper Revival
Tour in early May, and Chris
Glasbey’s Classic Bear Run
towards the end of September - if you haven’t booked
already I’d get a move on,
as they are very enjoyable
weekends, and you wouldn’t
want to miss out would you?
The Sporting Bears aren’t all
about fund-raising, we do
need to get out there in our
cars and have some fun too.

Being enthusiastic motorists,
it was good news to read
that the government has
scrapped the proposed 3p
per litre tax hike that was
due to come into effect in
January. I think this is in no
small part due to Quentin
Wilson and the FairFuel UK
team, who have campaigned tirelessly since they
were first set up just under 2
years ago. In fact, there
hasn’t been a single hike in
fuel duty since they started,
and if it wasn’t for them
petrol and diesel would be
9p per litre more expensive
(11p if you include the VAT)
than it currently is. They are
also looking into the rigging
of oil prices, and why fuel
companies are incredibly
quick in putting up prices,
but somewhat slower in reducing them when the oil
prices drop. They need our
support, so look them up on
www.fairfueluk.com and sign
up to help.
We have another packed
edition of the magazine for
you. There are reports from
the NEC where we passed
the £1 million barrier - a
magnificent achievement for
a club the size of ours.
There is the first installment
of Tony Ransom’s 60th birth-

day present at the Goodwood Festival of Speed, the
Unsung Hero presentation
for Bob Neville, and updates from our regions.
There are reports from
Knockhill and Blenheim Palace, as well as a day out at
Curborough and a get together with Mello’s Bob
Smith, who very kindly provides the club with all of our
stationery, free of charge.
Mike Gardner has a ball
with Julie, and Andrew Lake
describes an emotional day
at Rockingham, where he
organized dream rides for
some of the children from
the charities that we support.

“THERE ARE
REPORTS FROM
THE NEC WHERE
WE PASSED THE

Also, don’t forget to take a
peek at our ever expanding
regalia section, which starts
on Page 32.

£1 MILLION

That’s it for now, other than
to hope that you all enjoyed
the festive season, and I
hope that we’ll meet up together very soon.

ACHIEVEMENT

BARRIER - A
MAGNIFICENT
FOR A CLUB THE
SIZE OF OURS”

Happy reading, and even
happier driving.
Keith Borkett
keithborkett@hotmail.com

PRINTING DEADLINES FOR BEAR FACTS
Spring 2013

Articles submitted by end February 2013

Summer 2013

Articles submitted by end May 2013

-

Magazine delivery early April 2013
Magazine delivery early July 2013
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Chairman’s Chatter

“WITH THE
BONNET UP I WAS
A BIT SURPRISED
TO SEE SOME
SMOKE COMING
FROM THE BACK
OF THE ENGINE
WHEN IT WAS
REVVED - A SLIGHT
SENSE OF
FOREBODING
CAME OVER ME AT
THAT POINT”
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A Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to all
Bears old and new.
I’m sure that all tinsel and
wrapping paper will be well
and truly tidied away by the
time you read this but I hope
you got what you wished for
rather, perhaps, than what
you deserved! I’m sure, of
course, that there are no
Bears to whom that would be
appropriate. I do hope that
the New Year brings plenty
of crisp dry days to enjoy
some top-down motoring
during the winter to keep the
cars in fine fettle for the
coming packed schedule for
2013.
Webmaster Mike Norton
Now that the Club’s new
website is up and running I
would like, on behalf of the
committee and all of the
members, to thank Mike Norton for the years of hard
work he has given to setting
up and maintaining our original website. Many of you
might well be saying Mike
who? Mike joined the Bears
over 20 years ago and was
a committee member and
one of the main organisers
for the early Wimpole Hall
and subsequent Kimbolton
events, & several others:
more recently he has worked
hard behind the scenes. He
was responsible for setting
up our website when we had
no money whatsoever, &
websites were a pretty new
phenomenon.
Over the
years, he has managed to
keep it going with his brand
of electronic sticky tape and
string despite his heavy commitments elsewhere. He also
manages to make all necessary alterations to the membership database. All in all
Mike has made a massive
contribution to the smooth
running of the Bears for two
decades, and he hopes now

to be able to sit back and
enjoy watching others take
over. Thanks Mike.
Andy and Pip Cook are our
new webmasters and many
thanks to them for taking on
the responsibility. They were
able to get the site going
only with the help and advice of Bears’ member Mark
Priest and his company
WebSyche, who have freely
given much time and effort to
the cause. The new site has
got a slightly different address, ‘.co.uk’, but it does link
directly from the ‘.org’ version.
NEC & £1,000,000
Andrew Lake, Kim Dobbs
and Steve Chant, along with
the army of helpers have
again put on a fantastic
show and raised more than
we could have hoped for in
the current climate, weather
and financial. The biggest
news of this year’s NEC was
that The Sporting Bears Motor Club, with fewer than
500 members, has now officially, in 23 years of fundraising, raised over
£1,000,000! Please read
the report later in the magazine for full details as I was
out doing a Dream Ride
when the millionth pound was
raised, and totally missed the
celebrations. This is a magnificent achievement for such
a small club and it really
does prove how far above
our weight we truly do
punch. Every single member
has played their part and
should take a well-deserved
pat on the back.
The Death of a V8
After 18 years of ownership
and nearly 188,000 miles,
108,000 of them in our
hands, the engine in our
MGB GT V8 has finally
called enough, but in a very
gentle way, thanks to the

other 7 cylinders. When I
got back from one of the
rides at the NEC I thought I
detected a slightly different
engine note & noticed that it
wasn’t holding the tickover as
it should. I didn’t think too
much of it, did a few more
rides, and it got us home to
Ilford without any bother, but
I did wonder if I’d given it
just one rev too many at
some point. Anyway, it was
due to go in for a quick half
hour job as the bearings in
the alternator had been
making a racket for a while
now, so when I dropped it
off I mentioned it to Gary,
my trusty mechanic.
With
the bonnet up I was a bit
surprised to see some smoke
coming from the back of the
engine when it was revved a slight sense of foreboding
came over me at that point.
It had occurred to me when I
retired recently (only a temporary retirement unfortunately), that it might be a
good idea to give the engine
a treat and get a rebuild
done. We discussed it but
thought that it was going ok,
sounded fantastic, and we
could do better things with
the money. Little did we
know that fate had different
ideas. The lump should be
out of the car by now and on
its way to be rebuilt. I just
think how lucky we are that it
didn’t happen a year ago
when that sort of outlay
could well have been beyond us, and it didn’t happen
with a big bang and leave
us stranded on a cold wet or
snowy road in the middle of
nowhere. We should get the
car back around Christmas
time and we are looking
forward to the next 100,000
miles – maybe with far
fewer drips of oil on our
driveway.
Mike McSean
sbchairman@ntlworld.com

WINTER 2012/2013
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Membership Report
What a fabulous year it has been for the
club and, with membership at an all-time
high after this year’s NEC, I am pleased to
announce we now have 535 members.

“WHAT A
FABULOUS YEAR IT
HAS BEEN FOR THE
CLUB AND, WITH
MEMBERSHIP AT

My thanks to Jo (henceforth known as Deputy Membership Secretary!) and Paul (aka
Grizzly Bear), who helped on the membership desk and signed up 41 new members
over the 3 days of the NEC. It is great to
know that the club has a very healthy future
ahead, with many new members wishing to
take part in our various activities to help
raise our next million.
Looking back, it was at the NEC last year
that I signed up Baz Firth, now our Surfing
Bear Rep, and, in 2008, Max Walker, our

North West Rep, as well as Trudi Bubb and
Huw Page, who look after the Koala region.
Their enthusiasm and drive has brought
about many new events to the Bears’ calendar, along with our old favourites being
organised by our other long standing regional reps. Bob Neville, this year’s recipient of the Unsung Hero Award, joined in
2007 after helping us for the first time on
behalf of the Acorns Children’s Hospice. He
has been a member ever since and his contribution to the club has been tremendous.
Membership is the lifeblood of our club and
a big thank you must also go to Kim, who
also helped boost our membership by tracking down every driver at the NEC to ensure
they were a member.

AN ALL-TIME HIGH
AFTER THIS YEAR’S
NEC, I AM PLEASED
TO ANNOUNCE
WE NOW HAVE
535 MEMBERS.”

A warm welcome to the following new members:
Craig Warburton - Chester
Steve Field - Warwickshire
Chris Pollin & Claire Howie - Stockton-onTees
Richard Foster - Hampshire
Alexander & Fiona Reardon - Hampshire

Andrew Bates - Northants
Ben Gammon & Ann McCauley - Notts
James Mortimer - Somerset
John Dalton - Kent
Richard Pursey - Oxon
Bob & Lisa Binfield - Cheshire
Giles & Morag Heimann - Hampshire
Barbara Mitchell - Surrey
Jay Bundhoo - Wiltshire
Michael Wisher - Derby
Roland & Ann Luckman - Worcs
Anil & Bija Patel - Surrey
Ian Bond - Cheshire
Mike Bellfield - Rhyl
Archer MaClean - Northampton
Andrew Parkhurst - Buckinghamshire
Richard Phillips - Berkshire
Andrew Davis - Essex
Jon Seth - East Yorkshire
Jim & Carol Fowler - Gloucestershire
Mark & Stephanie Beswick - Lancs
David Wright - Essex.
Geoffrey & Anne Neumark - Lancs
Frank Gaffey - Merseyside
Bill Williams - Surrey
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Christopher & Mark Gateley - Lancashire
James Wallace - Coventry
Stewart Brown - Edinburgh
David Lewis & Alison Gibson-Stark - Kent
Sophie Jacobs & Charles Hill - Daventry
Lisa Diamond - Hampshire

Paul Hunter - Birmingham
Steve Price - Worcester
Steven Bullock - West Berkshire
Robert Barnard - Suffolk
Phil Huff & Samantha Phoenix - Cambs
Andrew Bennett - Suffolk
Tommy Cerrone - Buckinghamshire
Will Eyre - Cheshire
Peter Dobson - Leicestershire.
Andrew & Gail Rowley - Norfolk
Alistair Kennedy - Gloucestershire
Christian Dichfield - West Midlands
Barry Windfield - Staffordshire
Mike Whiston - Nottinghamshire
Stuart Macaulay - Worcestershire
James & Adam Taylor - Oxfordshire
Stephen & Maxine Hands - Coventry
Kevin Vincent - Surrey
Lee & Pat Faragher - Wirral
Mike Kelly - Leicestershire
Chris Burgess - Loughborough
Keith & Janet Vinten - Cambridgeshire
Paul & Jenny Mackennan - London
Marcus Warrington - Staffordshire
Ian Wyatt - Middlesex

James Walsh - West Midlands
Brian & Barbara Moran - Worcs
Ted Kannemeyer - Surrey
Richard Levin - Glasgow
Dennis Hodge - Leeds
Andrew Rogers - Wolverhampton
Bev & Julia Drawbridge - Kent
Welcome Back:
Adam Beckett & Jen Rich - Shropshire
Martin Borrill - Norfolk
I would like to wish both our long established and new members a wonderful and exciting 2013, and here’s to
our next Million!
Janet McPherson
42 Cheshire Court,
off Peel Brow,
RAMSBOTTOM,
Lancs.
BL0 0BL
jdm.car@btopenworld.com
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Charity Corner at the NEC
We all had a splendid time in the Charity
Corner at the Classic Car Show this year!
With many willing helpers we were really
able to show off the 12 charities we were
supporting, and also able to look after all
the lovely children and their families who
were able to come to the show, as our
guests, to enjoy a day out for the whole
family.
Nominating the charities had started following the cancellation of Kimbolton this year,
and the wish to reimburse some of the funds

that Samuel Pepys School and the Burned
Children’s Club wouldn’t otherwise have
received.
The other charities came from
as far north as Carlisle and
Northumberland - to

Chichester in West Sussex.
Some even sent their own special envoys.

We were very pleased and proud to meet
Bob Woodward, who
is the founder member of the CLIC children's charity, which
subsequently merged
to form CLIC Sargent.
Bob is now 79 but has
come out of retirement to help raise

money for The Starfish Pool Appeal, to
build a hydrotherapy pool for disabled
children in Bristol. Bob once worked out that
he had travelled over 500,000 miles over
the years as he set up CLIC Sergent. It
would seem that he was as impressed with
the Bears as we were with him, knowing all
of his achievements. He informed us that
without a doubt “Dream Rides” was
amongst the very best fundraising event he
had seen in almost 40 years! He was delighted to be able to meet with some of our
Club members when he visited the NEC. He
felt that the whole atmosphere of the event
was wonderful and conveyed the clear impression of people dedicated to helping
their fellow-beings. Bob added “It was an
added bonus to be sharing the ‘spoils’ with
the Cancer Dogs charity as their founder
Roger Jefcoate, CBE, gave me a whole day
tour of their project near Aylesbury last
year. They are doing some amazing work
for cancer sufferers (particularly prostate
cancer!) and those afflicted with diabetes.
Our dear son Hugh, who sadly died aged 4
in 1982 – 5 years after our tragic loss of
dear Robert with Downs Syndrome, so I was
also delighted that that charity was benefitting too!”.
We had a special
visit from Diane
from Beads of
Courage - she
brought some of
the beads for us
to display that
have recently been introduced into paediatric cancer centres - these beads help children to take ownership of their journey and
make sense of their experience in a very
visible and tangible way. Their beads build
up over time into a unique record of what

they have been through.
We also had a special visit from Gisela who
set up Megan’s Flutterby Fund in memory of
Megan Bell who died aged 13 years fol(Continued on page 9)
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HE INFORMED
US THAT
WITHOUT A
DOUBT “DREAM
RIDES” WAS
AMONGST THE
VERY BEST
FUNDRAISING
EVENT HE HAD
SEEN IN ALMOST
40 YEARS!

BEAR FACTS
Pictures at an Exhibition - not ELP, but NEC
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Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
perience was similar
lowing a brave struggle with a life limit- to his own and so as
ing condition.
he had lots of ideas
Alfe’s Cause was set
Family
and
up to raise funds durfriends came
ing 2011 and 2012
from Ups and
for local charities that
Downs
and
had supported him
had a ball at
during the illness.
the show!
However, as always
We also supported Alfe’s Cause. Alfe the star of Charity
was 5 years old when, in 2009, he was Corner is Mr. Raffle
man himself! Bob
and his
e n th u s i astic helpers helped to raise
close to £2,000 over the
weekend! How incredible is
that?!
(Continued from page 7)

diagnosed with Non- Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, fortunately after 8 months of
chemotherapy he went into remission.
Alfe wanted to help children whose ex-

a fabulous time in Mark Preece’s Lola
T70 and Andrew Clarke’s Ultima that
they swapped around before any of us
realised, (thanks guys!) & Dad was
wowed by Pete Bryant’s GT40, so much
so that he gave us a donation of £150
even though Kim and I tried to demur.
(We obviously don’t do “demur” very
well!) But in vain! All Dad said was that
the day was worth ten times that amount
to see, once more, the silly grins on the
boys’ faces!

But really, the real stars of
the show were the children.
Michael came with his family, who wished to say a
huge thank you to all the
Bears for such a fantastic
day - the best day that they
have had since Michael was diagnosed.
And Will who had just finished his che- That’s what it’s all about!
motherapy regime came with his brother
George and their father. They had such Caroline McSean

SHIRE BEARS
A group of members now meet regularly in the Northamptonshire area. If
you are interested in coming along, we get together on the second Thursday
of each month at the Overstone Manor at 8.00 pm. The pub is in Ecton
Lane, Sywell and the postcode is NN6 0BB.
All are welcome.
Dave Muttock
Shire Bears Area Rep.
07901 501578 david.muttock@ntlworld.com
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LOST & FOUND at the NEC
North Face Jacket
Strictly, this is just found, but it seems like a good quality item. Unfortunately, it
does not fit either Mike or Caroline, and the bids weren’t looking too good on ebay, so they thought that they should try and re-unite it with its original owner.
If you think it may be yours, please contact either Mike or Caroline McSean - contact details are on the inside front cover of the magazine.
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Why Goodwood? - Tony Ransom
As it was my 60th birthday in September, yes I’m really that old, Sandra and
I decided, after watching the Goodwood Festival of Speed on the TV over
the years, that a great way to celebrate was to go to Goodwood for the
4 days of the Festival.
Thursday
The weather on Thursday morning was
quite warm and hotted up as the day
went on, which was ideal for the Festival. Our car park was by the entrance
to the Aviation Exhibition Area. As we
approached the stand we were surprised to see Lewis Hamilton who was
having photographs taken with people
on the podium - this was an opportunity
not to be missed.

We then picked up our pre-booked
programme and radio for the commentary over the weekend, and made our
way through the Aviation Exhibition
Area glimpsing at the various stands on
our way through. As we were there for
4 days we decided that we would look
at the Royal Navy helicopters and the
shops later. Although the information
sent out prior to the Festival mentioned
that manufacturers were doing runs up
the hill climb, there was no mention that
you could go up in the cars, and that
some manufacturers were allowing you
to drive their cars up the hill climb.
One chap had been waiting since
6.30am to get the chance to go up the
in Yvan Muller’s 2011 World Touring

Championship winning Chevrolet Cruze.
If we had known, we would have gone
to the Renault stand as well to get a
ride in their Twizy. The Ferrari drives
were booked through their dealers.
We went onto the Honda stand as we
had seen people climbing in their new
Civic for passenger drives up the hill.
When we asked how long the wait was
we were told that if we had our driving
licence with us we could sign up. Fortunately being an ex-Boy Scout, I was
prepared, so I duly signed up as Sandra was quite happy to be a passenger up the hill. So, after 15 minutes our
car, which was an automatic, turned up
and the driver Rob said that he would
have to drive it out of the Moving Motor Show due to insurance cover and
that Sandra could sit in the front taking
photos. So I took over in the queue to
get on the track with Sandra in the passenger seat taking the photos.

Having not driven an automatic for a
few years was not a problem, as all I
had to do was to “put the pedal to the
metal” during the drive, engaging kickdown as I went, with advice from Rob
about the sharpness of corners, as it
wouldn’t look to good to write the car
off. Unfortunately Sandra was too
busy looking where we going to take
photos. Suffice to say that I didn’t have
an “off” or break the 41.6 second record.
We then found our way to the Michelin
stand to pick up an I-Spy book and
enter their competition for two tickets to
the Porsche Driving Experience, with an
accompanying passenger. It bought
back memories of the Aircraft and London I-Spy books I had in the Sixties.
Over the course of the 4 days I accumulated 2,285 points for those of you
interested.

After crossing a bridge en route to Bonhams, we saw the Lotus Infinity Loop
display celebrating 60 years of Lotus.
Sat on the track were six significant
Lotus racing cars that had shaped the
marque. They included a green-andyellow Type 32B, the car in which Jim
Clark won the 1965 Tasman Series in
Australia and New Zealand; the redand-white Type 49 Graham Hill raced
to the F1 crown in 1968; the JPSliveried Type 72, in which Emerson Fittipaldi became Formula One’s youngest
champion in 1972; the black-and-gold
ground-effect Type 79 Mario Andretti
raced to his world title in 1978; and
the yellow Lotus 99T raced by Ayrton
Senna. The last car was the current
Lotus F1 grand prix car driven by Kimi
Raikkonen and Romain Grosjean.
We found out that although the Bonhams Auction is open for public viewing,
you had to buy a catalogue, which was
silly money, as an entrance fee. Needless to say we opted not to view the
auction. Instead we went to see the
annual Cartier ‘Style Et Luxe’ vehicle
concurs d’elegance on the Cartier Lawn
outside the house, this year focused on
the selection of vehicles all personally
owned or used by Her Majesty. These
vehicles had never been seen in public
together as a collection, and the quality
and variety of vehicles were simply
staggering. Many of them came from
her personal collections, including Sandringham and the Royal Mews. Others
were sourced from overseas governments and private collections. They
were brilliant, and included vehicles of
her father King George VI. Unfortunately the exhibition of Alain Prost cars
in the stables was covered up until he
opened it later in the Festival. After
having our picnic lunch on the seats by
the Goodwood Shop we wandered
over to the Black Rod area where people were waiting for drivers to walk
through for photos and autograph opportunities, but as we had taken the
opportunity with Lewis Hamilton earlier
we decide to look round the Formula 1
paddock prior to their afternoon run up
the hill. Sandra was all up for going
up the hill in her “Maserati”, but unfortunately it had been booked for Mike
Page 11

BEAR FACTS
Why Goodwood? - Tony Ransom (cont’d)

(Continued from page 11)

Bartels. He didn’t want a navigator
which was a shame considering his
result in the Top Timed Run on Sunday,
but more of that later.
Friday
It was wet and windy to start with, and
due to the queues at the Porsche Experience it seemed that the conditions
would be ideal to go sliding round in a
Porsche Cayenne so we made tracks
straight there. Although the wait was
about a hour, it gave us the opportunity to see what was in store for us
later. They even had a car wash on
the stand so that after a few runs they
could wash the Porsches down. Before
you were allowed to go in the cars
you had to fill in the usual insurance
waiver paperwork. We had agreed
that Sandra would sit in the front when
it was our turn for the Porsche experience, but unfortunately we got separated when filling in the paperwork
and were in different rows in the
“mini” cinema where there was a short
presentation on Porsche Driving Experience at Silverstone. The upshot
was that I got to sit in the front in one
whilst Sandra sat in the back in another. I’m on the left in the photo below as the cars are left-hand drive,
which was great fun as you got a
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good view during the
ride and could also see
what the driver was
doing as he gave a
running commentary.
After lunch we went
round the Modern Motor Sports Teams, notably the Lola-Drayson
B12/69EV with Lord
Paul Drayson giving an
interview. We wandered along to the
Ferrari stand which had
the Ferrari F10S, but alas no Fernando
Alonso or Felipe Massa. However we
did see Romain Grosjean signing autographs. On McLaren’s stand they had
their McLaren MP4-12C GT3, which
would be driven over the weekend by
Jenson and Lewis, as well as a
McLaren Chevrolet M6B.
As there was some time before the
afternoon runs, we wandered round
some of the stands. Of note was Popbang Colour where Ian Cook was
painting a picture of a Ferrari using
various objects eg radio control car
wheels & a roller skate to name but
two. A further demonstration of his
artwork was on his Renault Clio III
parked by the stand. So impressed
were we with his work that I bought a
T-Shirt.
We then made our way to Track
Crossing 7 (Molecomb) so as to get a
good view of the hill runs and the giant screen, and to watch the fantastic
air display by the Red Arrows. Next
year will be their 49th display season.
As a result of the untimely deaths of
Flight Lieutenants Sean Cunningham
and Jon Egging in 2011, they were

only flying 7 aircraft as a memorial
this season.
Next was a Typhoon display, with
Squadron Leader Scott Loughran.
There was a leaflet on their stand
showing the display ribbons that were
to be flown, along with a resume on
the aircrew, aircraft, groundcrew,
squadron history, supported charities,
trade profile and the programme for
the rest of the season. After the Typhoon display we put our ear defenders to good use by watching the motorbikes doing wheelies up the hill followed by various different classes,
among them the Class 06 Trophy Truck
driven by Jesse James and the
Race2Recovery Paris Dakar Rally Support Truck.
Towards the end of the day we decided to look round the various helicopters on display. There was the
Westland Lynx which still holds the
world helicopter speed record, the
Westland Gazelle and the Westland
Sea King which you could climb
aboard. The crew talked fondly of
this workhorse of the helicopter world,
and described one of its roles as casualty evacuation, and patient medical
stabilisation in Afghanistan. It is due
to be retired next year and replaced
by the Merlin.
Regards
Tony Ransom
Part 2 of Tony’s 60th birthday festivities at Goodwood will be in the next
issue of the magazine.
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Sporting Bears Dream Rides - Classic Car Show NEC 2012
Andrew Lake
After the challenges encountered as a
result of the change of Hall at the 2011
event I was hoping that 2012 would not
bring too many changes. One of the

hatched.
The stand was to be long and thin with
a reduced overall area. I also wanted

smoothly. By the time I arrived Steve
had most of the garage marked out
with white sticky tape. Mike McSean
arrived with the Rockingham van, others
arrived to join in and before long the
stand was ready for action.
The Friday “trade day” is always a
good warm up day as we have fewer
cars and fewer rides. It therefore helps
us to identify any problems before the
madness of the weekend. We were
pleased to be slightly up on donations,
and most things had run smoothly although we made some minor tweaks to
the stand layout.

major problems last year had been
that, due to the location in a closed off
area with a narrow entrance, visitors
didn’t seem to know where we were. I
therefore wanted to be back in a more
open environment with a large viewing
area.
Discussions with Clarion revealed that
the 2012 show would be bigger and
hopefully better than before. We
were to be relocated to Hall 12 at one
end of the show, close to a main show
entrance, with over 100 meters of potential viewing area so visibility would
be much improved. The main problem
was the proposed location of the stand
area at one end of our allocated area.
Steve Chant and I had a visit to the
Hall. The overall location looked good,
but we quickly agreed that we needed
to move the stand location to somewhere central, which would mean locating it in the garage area itself. All this
would mean a change in the usual layout of both stand and garage. I
worked on the stand and Steve on the
garage and soon a master-plan was

to make the stand as open as possible,
so made the decision not to have any
cars on the stand unless we were offered something really special.
Meanwhile Kim was working away behind the scenes ensuring that drivers
were getting reminders to send their
forms back in good time. The theory
was good but as usual a large number
would leave it until the last minute. The
need for drivers to provide proof of
insurance for
Dream Rides
meant
she
was having
to do more
chasing up
but
also
meant some
of the regular drivers
would
be
unable to do
Rides.

Saturday brought chaos on the roads
around the NEC. The Classic Car Show
had record advanced sales and with
another big show on, the NEC traffic
police seemed to be sending cars round
in circles. All this lead to Dream Rides
cars getting stuck in traffic, some even
before they had managed to arrive in
the hall. There was a lot of frustration
amongst drivers but all of a sudden a
magic wand seemed to be waved and
the traffic cleared. The rest of the day
seemed to run smoothly.
The weekend also saw the Bears reach
its target for the year to reach
£1million in donations. To celebrate
the fact Paul Bailey agreed to donate
a ride in a £1million car, his Ferrari
Enzo. He has also agreed to donate
some fast laps of the Silverstone Grand

The
Thursday build up
w e n t
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BEAR FACTS
Classic Car Show NEC 2012 (cont’d)
(Continued from page 13)

Prix Circuit in a race prepared Ferrari.
The lucky recipient will be Colin Padley
from Dagenham. Colin has been taking
Dream Rides at the NEC for a number
of years and believes he has donated
in excess of £1,000 over the years.
The mix of cars we had over the weekend was fantastic. At one point on
Friday we had a Model T Ford parked
next to a Lambourghini Aventador.
Beamish Morgans provided one of the
new 3 wheelers which was joined on
Sunday by a second. We also had
twin convertible Bentleys kindly loaned
to us by Bentley. On Sunday my Elise
was joined by its electric twin as we
had a Tesla.
I had been worried beforehand about
whether we would have enough helpers
as several regulars would be missing

and Steve for their efforts in the build
up to the show and during the show
itself.

Next years show is 15-17th November.
Bring it on!
Andrew Lake

The total raised reached
£32,000, a great effort considering the economic climate.

and were missed. As ever, Bears resplendent in hi-viz orange sweatshirts
just seemed to appear and get on with
the job in hand and did a fantastic job.
My thanks to all but particularly to Kim
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Colin Padley receiving
his prize

WINTER 2012/2013
The Unsung Hero 2012
The Henry Weitzmann Trophy
There were five nominees this year and
the committee voted by way of a secret ballot. Every single person nominated this year would have been a
most worthy winner and, I am told, it
was a very close run thing. T here can
be only one winner each
year though, and this year
the award went to Bob
Neville.
Anybody who attends the
NEC in November for the
Classic Car Show cannot fail
to know who Bob is because
Bob stands at the edge of
the stand, usually for all
three days of the show,
every year without fail, selling raffle tickets for each
day’s draw for the big bear.
Bob’s technique is so gentle
yet irresistibly persuasive –
he seems, literally, to charm
those £1 coins from people’s pockets
as they innocently pass by the Club’s
stand.
I witnessed this for the first time this
year (I’m usually tied up in the
‘Garage’ section of the stand). The
show had only just opened and Bob
had taken his place beside the Charities’ displays; a young couple was
walking past and Bob, the most gentle

of Ninjas, without apparent movement
was beside them. I thought, “No
chance there Bob, they’re completely
ignoring you, not interested”. Blow me
but they suddenly stopped, turned and
there was that golden coin floating

from hand to collecting box – pure
magic. And Bob’s voice is so quiet and
gentle.
Bob first came to the NEC in 2006 as a
representative of Acorns Children’s
Hospice and enjoyed the Bears so
much that he came back the following
year and, despite not really having a
great interest in cars, joined the Bears.
Since then he has become a fixture,

one year even standing for all three
days on crutches having recently broken his leg.
Last year Bob alone raised £2,000 so
his personal total can’t be far off
£10,000 altogether. Many congratulations to our own
‘Whispering Bob’.
The Henry Weitzman Trophy
is the Club’s only official
award and is presented annually at the NEC. The
award was instigated to
honour the original unsung
hero, and we are delighted
that his wife Jane and son
Max are carrying on the
tradition. Bob is only the
second winner and many
thanks to Jane for presenting
the trophy again this year.
Anyone can nominate someone for the Unsung Hero
Award, please just write or email to
any committee member or come along
to the AGM in February. The only
rules are that the nominee must be a
current SBMC member and must never
have been a committee member, nor
have held any official post within the
Club.
Mike McSean
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BEAR FACTS
SPORTING BEARS WEB SITE
Have you had a look at the new web site ?
Got any ideas you would like to put forward ?
Please go online at sportingbears.co.uk and let me know what you think.
I am now looking after the day to day operation of the site with a lot of help from Mark Preece.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mike Norton for all the time and effort he has put in over the
years with the original site, it will be a hard act to follow.
Andy Cooke
01604 870701 or pip.andy@tiscali.co.uk

SHIRE BEARS AUTUMN REPORT 2012
Our summer season drew to a close with events
at Blenheim, Curborough and Mello Office supplies, all of which were well supported.
On our September Club Night we had a run out
organized by Jan and Mick Starmer. Starting
at our usual meeting place, The Overstone
Manor, we then drove through the lovely countryside of Northamptonshire, Leicestershire and
Rutland before ending up at the Wheel and
Compass in Weston by Welland. Everyone
enjoyed the run and a chance to chat with other
members over a good meal and a pint.
At the time of writing, plans are well in hand for
our Christmas Dinner with 29 members booked
for this event. We will be holding a raffle to
raise a few more pounds for the charity fund.
We continue with our monthly meetings at the
pub, usually getting around twelve to fourteen
members attending.
Dave Muttock.
Area Rep Shire Bears
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Fund Raising via our Website
Did you know you can raise funds for the Club, and therefore for Charity via the
Sporting Bears website. We have raised over £1000 so far by doing very little !!

WWW.SPORTINGBEARS.CO.UK
Just by using it to carry out web searches

Yes I know that most of you probably use Google, but why not give this a try. It’s
very simple, any search you do that results in you following sponsored links, can result
in the club getting paid.

Google do just the same
(I’m sure you’ve seen the ‘sponsored links’ on the results page).

Well, they get all the money from that.
If you use the Bears website we will get some of it too.

Set us up as your default home page and use your mouse to raise money for charity.

www.sportingbears.co.uk/SBMC_Search.htm
ALSO
If you have any future events or reports of past events please send them to us for inclusion on the
website.

Email picture(s) and a written report to
pip.andy@tiscali.co.uk
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BEAR FACTS
Koala Region Activity Update - Huw Page & Trudi Bubb
We have transitioned into the final
third of the year on a high having been
involved in so many resounding successes for the area.
Our last 2 area events of the year
were at Burpham, near Arundel and
The Concorde Classics at Eastleigh.
We were invited to attend the Burpham Classics on 2nd September for
the second year running, where John
Surtees was the VIP guest and we were
raising money for his Charity - The
Henry Surtees Foundation which was set
up in memory of his son Henry Surtees.
The weather was not very good and
that seemed to have a detrimental effect on some of the caterers who failed
to show up resulting in long queues for
some rather good pizzas. We were
lucky with a good variation of cars,
including a Viper, Nissan GT-R, Ferrari
355, a Citroen Traction and a Z4. We
all smiled through the rain and the arrival of 40 or so Ferrari Club owners
visiting prior to picnicking at Arundel
castle. We managed some rides and
had some very happy passengers, we
even failed to get the flypast of the
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight!
So we moved onto 9th September with
a very early start to reach the venue at
7am!!! The organisers had achieved
their Saturday evening aim and got our
part of the front car park cordoned
off. The venue is the Concorde Jazz
Club in Eastleigh, one of the most wellknown and significant Jazz clubs within
the UK. It also has its own hotel and
plenty of wedding guest cars in the car
park - none of which we thought were
suitable for rides.
Having set up next to the lovely ladies
from Naomi House, we soon started to
play where do we park the 9 cars

Photo courtesy of Marcus Barr
promised from the Wessex Ferrari’s indeed we did £1,500 on the Dream
Owners Club and a couple of Sporting Rides and a fantastic total of £10,000
Bears members.
was exceeded.
We had a FerWe will be back
rari F40, Ferrari
at the Concorde
250 Lusso, FerClassics
next
rari 308 GTS,
year on Sunday
Ferrari Mondial,
8th September
Ferrari
355
where we will
Spyder, Ferrari
plan to have
360 Modena, 2
more
Dream
Aston
Martin
Rides with a bigVantages and
ger selection of
Marcus in his
cars available.
Marcos LM400.
November
inWith fantastic
volved a couple
sunshine and the
of cheque presbenefit of being
entations to both
right next to the
Naomi
House
entrance to the
and The Chilevent we were
dren’s Trust, Tadsoon
running
worth and the
Children’s Trust Tadworth
rides and the
national
F40 was immeDream Rides
diately sold out. We had a regular event at the NEC. There is nothing betflow of passengers willing the drivers ter than handing over a cheque to a
to put a smile on their face.
deserving charity and it would be
It turned out to be a successful day all great to get some of the drivers who
round as the organiser’s had hoped to participated in the individual events
beat the £5,000 they raised last year, involved in these presentations.

on page 19)
Photo courtesy of(Continued
Marcus Barr

Page 18

WINTER 2012/2013
Koala Region Activity Update (cont’d)
2012 has been a fantastic year
for the Koala’s as we continue to
drive the area forward. We
would like to thank all those drivers who supported and helped
drive the area forward during the
year. Next year we hope to have
a wider variety of events and we
are looking forward to working
with as many Sporting Bears members in the South that wish to come
and participate. Additionally, we
are keen to receive event ideas
that appeal to more members. If
you would like to be involved in a
social event then let us know at:

Photo courtesy of Rob Heard

huwpage@certainfuture.org.uk or
trudibubb@certainfuture.org.uk

THANK YOU LETTERS FROM OUR CHARITIES
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BEAR FACTS
POLAR BEARS CHAS PRESENTATION
Arranging a mutually convenient date,
time and place made this a wee pres-

entation with a difference. The date:
Saturday 10 November; the time:
11.15ish; the place: the Farmers’ Market on Castle Terrace in Edinburgh,
where CHAS had taken a stall for the
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morning. Those
attending were
Mike and Helen
Webber, Andrew
Carrie,
Mike and myself and we all
went up town on
the No 11 bus,
with the laddie
Andrew being
the only one not
in possession of
a bus pass so
he had to pay a
fare – both
ways! We met
with
Kirsten
Dugan who had
just returned from getting a handwarming cup of tea as the stand they
had been allocated was at the windiest
part of the market. Stripping off down
to our Bears’ sweatshirts we went in
search of a less hectic
spot with the Castle as
a back-drop. At least
the sun was shining and
Kirsten was delighted
to receive our
cheque
for
£500.
We
then had the
o ppo r tu n i ty
to enjoy the
sites
and
smells of the
various stalls
and purchase
cheese and
pies before
catching
a
bus home and
viewing the
on-going
tram works.
Many thanks
to Andrew for
organising
the Polar attendance at
the Knockhill
C l a s s i c
Speedfair,
where £300
was raised,

and to Mike Webber and Fred Magill
(new BVAC Chairman) for their very
generous top-up donation.
Fiona

WINTER 2012/2013
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BEAR FACTS
Knockhill - 12th September 2012
We have traditionally ended our summer activities by attending the Selkirk
Rally, but after 3 successive years of
bucketing rain and treatment for trench
foot, we decided this year to try something different - the
Classic Speedfair at
Knockhill Race Circuit.
As well as the normal
static classic car show,
we were promised a full
programme of Scottish
Classic Sports and Saloon races to watch, as
well as other entertainment, including stunt
driving, stunt motorcycles, and an air display.
Knockhill, as the name
suggests, is higher than
most of the surrounding
countryside, and has its
own micro-climate, so
you never know what
weather you’re going to
get. Four seasons in one day, usually.
So the first step is to pack various assorted items into the car: waterproof
coat and trousers, umbrella, sun cream,
a pair of wellies and some beach
shorts, along with a bag of teddy
bears, some "rock peg" tent pegs for
holding down tents on gravel surfaces;
a big hammer to knock them in with,
and big crowbar to get them out again.
Fortunately, when I get there, I find that
I know the steward who is allocating
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spaces, so we are miraculously able to
blag a prime spot right beside the
donut van and across from the burger
van, and with a view of the circuit and
lots of passers-by watching the races

and returning to the static display areas in between. You can't get better.
We get the tent and displays set up,
and line up the cars: we have my Cerbera, Ron and Brian in TVR Chimaeras,
and Hamish in his TVR T350, Jeff and
Mary-Jane’s AC Ace Brooklands, Mike’s
Lancia Delta Integrale, Kate’s Audi TT
Quattro, and Dick and Pat’s Jaguar
XJS. It was especially good to see new
member Ralph Kelly and his Lotus Esprit
at its first Sporting Bears event.
Mummy Polar Bear also recognised the
driver of a passing 1928 Lagonda,
and went sprinting off up the road to
persuade him to
return and place
it on our stand. It
was beautiful, a
real attraction,
and even won a
trophy from the
show organisers.
And he joined the
SBMC as well, so
a big welcome to
Stewart Brown!
Unfortunately,
Tony
Beverley
hadn’t been able
to make it with his

Marcos. He was at the Aintree event
the previous weekend, and had to be
trailered home with a faulty distributor
module. Getting that fixed led to a
missed appointment for tyres, so the car
couldn’t be ready in
ti me .
J am e s
McLauchlan
was
attending the event
with the Porsche
Club and took the
opportunity to stop
by and say hello as
did Phil Anderson
who had just come
from kitchen duty at
Rachel House in Kinross. Good to see
you both.
We were selling
bears and running
the Cool Wall of this
year’s Dream Rides
cars in aid of CHAS,
the Children’s Hospice Association Scotland, and raised a
total of £263 on the day. Many thanks
to all the Polar Bears who brought their
cars along and supported the event,
you all helped to make the day special.
And, unlike Selkirk, it even stayed dry!
Oh - and I also remembered to pack
Brian’s fire extinguisher that I borrowed
at Thirlestane. Unfortunately, because
my head is sometimes full of mince, I
forgot all about it while I was at
Knockhill, and brought it home again. I
haven’t forgotten, Brian!
Andrew Carrie

WINTER 2012/2013
Blenheim Palace 3 Day Horse Trials 2012
Once again the Shire Bears were invited to attend this brilliant event and
were allotted our usual area by the
trade village and cross country course.

We had a total of nine member’s cars
on display which gave us a good selec-

tion of vehicles for people to look at.
Three Westfields, a couple of Ferraris,
Sebring Healy, Lancia, Mercedes and
Mazda. We were able to promote the
work of the club to the general public who passed by
the stand.
This event also allows Bears
members to get together to
chew the fat and have a relaxed time in amazing surroundings. I arrived early
with Mike Martin and the
usual crew and got the Bears
Gazebo and flag up ready
to welcome members on to
the stand. Mr Bob Smith of
Mello Stationary, accompanied by his daughter and my daughter
Sammy, came to visit us at the club
stand. This was the first time Bob had
attended a Bears event and was his
usual enthusiastic self. He is one of the
main sponsors of the club, supplying all
our stationery items. My daughter had
her new addition to her family, a Dalmatian pup which caused quite a bit of
attention from the public.
As all the entry tickets are supplied to
the Club free of charge, we had a col-

lection and raised a total of £60 for
the Charity Fund. Another successful
event for the Shires Area of SBMC and
we have already been invited back for

2013!
Many thanks to Mike Martin for supplying the transport for the club kit and his
wife Sarah for taking some of the photos on the day. Thanks also go to all
the Members for supporting this Event
and hope to see you all next year!
Dave Muttock
Area Rep
Shire Bears.

More Thank You Letters

Page 23

BEAR FACTS
CURBOROUGH FUN TRACK DAY - 30th September 2012
Once again we were fortunate to
have this event on a Sunday. Twelve
cars arrived with spectators, family

friends and work colleagues. Mike
Webber from the Polar Bears came
with his Ferrari Dino. Mike has come
to Curborough a few times before and
always enjoys himself. Trevor Cooper
of Hi Q Tyres Campbell Street, Northampton came to Judge the Best
Turned Out Car and Driver. Trevor
also sponsored the day with “free
Bees” from his work. Andy Speag is
another sponsor who has kindly donated nine banners to the Shires in full
Bears Livery. The Cars and Drivers
who took part in the day are: Mr Neil
Madison, last years winner, in my
Westfield ZEiw, last years runner up
Richard Gardener who this year came
in an Evo, Paul Knowles Porsche Boxter, Roger Slater MX5, Richard Beynon
Subaru, Kevin Jarman Atom, Simon

Mitchell Westfield SEiW, Mark Bennett Golf VR6, Ian Row Supra Turbo,
Trevor Cooper Porsche Boxter and
Andy Spreag
BMW M3.
The
day
started
as
usual
with
drivers walking the track
signing
on
and the usual
chat. As always, there
was an array
of drivers who
were getting
used to the
track
and
delighted in
spinning their cars just to see what
they could do in a safe manner. Although damp to start with, the track
dried
out
and
the
smiles were
coming thick
and fast!
The judging
was carried
out by Mr
Trevor Cooper, picking
Richard
Gardener’s
Evo as the
winner
of
the Shield
with runner

A lovely Certificate
of Appreciation from
the Children’s
Adventure Farm Trust
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up Mike Webber and his Dino. This
year, because the event was held on a
Sunday, we had quite a few spectators all vying for a ride round the
Track. Another successful track Fun
Day for the Bears!
Total Amount raised for the Charity
Fund £545.00 - not bad as the majority of the cash is raised from Sporting
Bears Members themselves.
A big thank you to Trevor Cooper Hi
Q Tyres, Andy Spreag for the Banners
and his support, David Pattison of
Shenstone and District Car Club for
the use of their track and facilities and
all the friends and colleges that came
and supported the day!
David A. Muttock,
Area Rep, Shire Bears, SBMC

WINTER 2012/2013
MEMBERS GET TOGETHER AT MELLO
It all started with a quick
thought, as most things do, an
idea to say “thank you” to
Bob Smith for his generous
support of the Bears. His
donation of stationery for the
whole club has made a massive difference to our finances. The idea was to get
some nice cars together and
go to the Mello warehouse in
Daventry, so that Bob to invite a few of his clients to see
what Sporting Bears members
do with their cars.

tioners who support the Bears
throughout the year!! Bob
remarked that it was such a
success that we should make it
an annual event to which I
agreed!
Below is a list of cars and
drivers, to which I again say
thank you!

All this was arranged for 13th October, but Bob being Bob,
he turned it around and started raising funds with an internet
raffle amongst his customers and taking donations on the
day. Fifteen cars turned up for the event, which started at
10.30 am, those travelling the furthest were Boo Grant in her
Cobra, Bryan King in his son’s MG Midget and Keith Borkett
in his Jaguar SS100. Although cold, everything went off
really well with everyone enjoying themselves. The Sporting
Bears Flag flying, banners up and Bob manning the BBQ with
hot dogs, coffee, tea and other goodies on offer - it was
really effective.
During the morning there were numerous visitors to the site
including a group of disabled people from a local care centre. To close the event Bob awarded a prize to the driver
with the most popular car of the day, a really nice bottle of
Champagne which went to Steve Jacobs with his Stunning
Aston Martin DBS. Photos taken, money counted and the
forecourt cleaned of rubbish, members started to leave at
about 14.00.
Many thanks to all those that turned up to support this great
get together, making it the success it was. And once again a
special thank you to Bob Smith and the staff of Mello Sta-

Aston Martin DBS - Steve Jacobs
Lotus Elan - Nev Colvin
Westfield ZEiW - Niel Maddison
Triumph Spitfire - Mike Martin
Jaguar SS100 - Keith Borkett
Riley Elf - Roland Gray
Cobra - Boo Grant
BMW Z4 - Brian Townend
MG Midget - Nigel & Sheila Atkins
Jaguar E Type - Trevor Maycock
Jaguar XKR - Mike Gardner
Golf VR6 - Mark Bennett
MG Midget - Bryan King
Supercharged Westfield - H Marks
Audi TT RS - Andy and Pip Cooke
Total amount raised on the day was £313.70 of which
£181.70 collected on the day plus a cheque from Mello Stationers for £132.00.
Thank you all.
David. A. Muttock
Area Rep, Shire Bears. SBMC

POLAR REPORT - December 2012
Our September lunch was incorporated
into the Too Shiny By Far day with 25
people attending, most of whom made
it a social weekend based in and
around Leyburn, North Yorkshire.
Also in September, 10 cars attended
the Classic Speedfair at Knockhill Race
Circuit for the first time and had an
enjoyable and successful day as a new
member was persuaded to put his
Lagonda on our stand and he then

paid his membership fee before leaving!
Mike Webber attended Aintree Children’s Dream Rides, Curborough Track
Day and finally the NEC Dream Rides
as did a number of other Polars. Many
congratulations to Andrew and the
team for another spectacularly successful event.

Whizz Kidz (£750), Borders Children’s
Charity (£2,700), SACHD (£350),
CHAS (£500) and Hearts&Minds
Clowndoctors (£800). Andrew Carrie
and Mike Davies had the honour of
being allowed to accompany Drs
Sprout and Doodle on their ward visits.
Fiona Davies
Mummy Polar Bear

Presentations have been made to
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BEAR FACTS
Mello sponsors The Sporting Bears Motor Club by providing all of
the clubs stationery requirements free of charge
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Midlands Bears
Our Events during the recent months since August 2012 include :
The Coventry ‘Festival of Motoring’ was held over the August
Bank Holiday Weekend at the National Agricultural Centre
at Stoneleigh Park. Sporting Bears were there on Sunday
26th August providing ‘Dream Rides’ together with a static
Display of vehicles and our Club Regalia stand was ‘open for
business’. Our Patron Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams joined us for
most of the day, meeting a number of Bears & helping to
spread the word of ‘who we are & what we are doing’.

We plan other Events during 2013. In addition we will have
our regular Sunday lunchtime meets and during the Summer
we will be meeting up from time to time on Tuesday evenings
at the Black Boy Knowle Classic & Sports Car meets
www.theblackboyknowle.co.uk
Sporting Bears in and around the Midlands will be very welcome at these Events. Do come & join us!
Ian & Cindy, Midlands Bears
iansnelling@talktalk.net
tel 0121 705 0357

We raised a grand £2,500 during the Day, for the benefit
of Zoe’s Place, the Baby Hospice in Coventry and volunteers
from there assisted in the fundraising. Our total fund raising
for Zoe’s Place, Coventry has passed the £10,000 mark - this
from various Events which including the NEC 2011 & the
above Event. Zoe’s Place are providing Sporting Bears with
a Gold Recognition Plague that will be on their ‘Fundraising
Wall’ & a group of Bears will be visiting early in 2013 to be
part of a Presentation.
Sunday lunchtime meets. We met as a group on Sunday 14th
October, and we have a group of 21 Midlands Bears meeting up for our Christmas Lunch Party on Sunday 16th December from 12.00 midday.
A range of Midlands Bears Events are planned for 2013
which include :
Sunday lunchtime meets 12.30pm onwards:
Sunday 20th January & Sunday 17th March will see us meeting up at The Rose & Crown Inn, Portway B48 7JD
www.roseandcrownportway.co.uk
Stratford upon Avon Motoring Festival Monday 6 May 2013
We have an invitation to be part of this May Day Bank Holiday Festival where we will be providing ‘Dream Rides’ and
static Display.
Day ’ Drive Out’ on Sunday 7th July 2013
An informal ‘Drive Out’ Day followed by lunch. A maximum
of 10 vehicles, with as many Bears as will fit.
Shelsley Walsh ‘Classic Nostalgia’ Meeting 28th July 2013
Our 3rd visit to this traditional Hill Climb venue where we will
have a prominent position alongside the Hill with static Display. Sir Stirling Moss OBE is making a guest appearance
and hopefully our Club Patron Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams may
be able to join us also.
Coventry Festival of Motoring Sunday 25th August 2013
We have an invitation to again be a major part of this August Bank Holiday Festival where we will be providing
‘Dream Rides’ and static Display.
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HAVING A BALL - Mike Gardner
It was with great pleasure that Julie
and I accepted an invitation to represent the Shire Bears at the third annual
NCTLC Trust Charity Ball at the Marriott Hotel , Northampton on Saturday
10th November 2012.
The NCTLC Trust is a Northampton
based children`s cancer charity dedicated to supporting families with children suffering tumours, leukaemia and
other cancers. Set up by local families
undergoing such traumas to support
each other, the trust offers practical
and emotional support including counselling, financial support, holidays in the
trusts caravan in East Sussex and life
enhancing `Days to Remember`.
It was through `Days to Remember`
that the Shire Bears became involved in
helping the trust by offering `Dream
Rides` to the youngsters at Rockingham
Speedway circuit in members cars. We
have also been arranging to make
some childrens dreams come true with
specifically requested rides in Lamborghinis and Ferraris.
The charity ball was a black tie affair
and made for a very grand event in

the elegantly decorated hotel ball-

room . After a fine 4 course meal , a
charity auction was held for such diverse prizes as a trekking holiday to
Mount Kilimanjaro, to an autographed
football shirt worn by Jose Mourinho.
A race track experience in a Ferrari
was also donated by the
Bears. Bidding was fast
and furious throughout and
several thousands of
pounds must have been
raised.
Many of the trusts sponsors
were also represented at
the ball with some fairly
`major league` local companies , banks and building societies, Northampton
Town Football Club and
Northampton Saints Rugby
Club - so you can imagine
our surprise when Julie and I were
called up on stage to receive the trusts
top award to the Sporting Bears as
sponsor of the year!
This was the `Owen Joseph Memorial
Trophy`, a very large silver cup donated by the parents of a little lad who
had unfortunately lost his battle against
cancer. To say that the presentation
was an emotional moment for all concerned was an understatement and I
felt very humbled to receive the award
on behalf of the Bears as it is usually us
doing the giving, not the receiving.
After all , that`s what the Bears is all
about. It was therefore a huge surprise
to Janet Walker-Smith, CEO of NCTLC
when Julie and I produced a cheque
for £1000.00 to the Trust from the

Shire Bears. It may have been the
popping of flashguns but I think a few
tears were evident !
The trophy, some 20 inches tall and
engraved with “Sporting Bears” as its
first recipient is to be returned to

NCTLC for future award winners, and
the Shire Bears get to keep a half size
replica. It was agreed amongst the
members that this `Owen Joseph Memorial Trophy` will be competed for
annually at a Treasure Hunt Car Rally,
thus enabling all members the opportunity share in its ownership. Any funds
raised at these subsequent events will
be donated to NCTLC Trust.
The evening then continued into the
small hours with dancing to a live
band , disco and copious amounts of
general drinking! I thank that well
worn phrase “a good time was had by
all” applied to the evening.
Mike Gardner

Caption Competition Winners
Thanks to all who entered the last caption competition. We had
some excellent entries with “Trevor is so laid back”, and “there is
more legroom in Jackie’s Fiat” from Jan Starmer. Tony Abbiss
came in with “Yes, I am sure I’m not Jimmy Greaves”. Mike Gardner suggested “Yippee! I finally found the penny I dropped in
Keith`s car whilst washing it at Thirlestone”, and we had an
‘overseas’ entry as Jan from Guernsey thought Trevor was saying
“Pass me a spanner - I've just figured out a way for me to fit in
here”. However, the winner is Julie Gardner with an entry of
“Silverstone is known for getting glamorous girls to pose with their
cars, but in a bid to cut costs The Sporting Bears gets.......Trevor
Maycock”. Julie, your prize is in the post.
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CHARITY PASSENGER RIDES - ROCKINGHAM 2012
Andrew Lake
The running of the first of these events
at Aintree in September 2011 was the
inspiration behind holding this event at
Rockingham. I had read the emails and
reports from Max and Janet as to how
emotional the event was.

In the meantime I took a trip up to Tony
Beverley’s Teeside event over Easter to
see how this type of event could work.
Tony did a great job aided by Max. A
great time was had by all and I drove
back determined to find a date.

I work at the Rockingham Circuit and it
was clear to me that the facilities avail-

As luck would have it, Lotus on Track
decided not to take up their provisional
booking
on
August 11th
and the date
was
fixed
after a short
conversation
with Rockingham
CEO
Charlotte Orton, to confirm
we could have
use of the circuit free of charge.

able at the venue made it ideal for a
similar event. My biggest problem was
going to be trying to find a weekend
date which was not only free from a
Rockingham point of view, but would
also fit in with my family, racing and
other Bears events. This was going to
prove a difficult task as initially every
free Rockingham date clashed with
something on my own calendar. I would
just have to be patient and see if some
of the provisional bookings were cancelled to free up a date.

Organising the track services was the
easy bit. Meditech Global agreed to
provide full medical services, the Rockingham marshals took no persuading to
volunteer their services and onsite caterers Simpsons agreed to provide
drivers and all helpers with a bacon
butty for breakfast and hot dog for
lunch.
Organising the charities was

much

more of a headache. Initial contact
was made by a combination off Caroline, Pip and Andy sending emails.
Trying to find the right person to talk to
and getting a definite commitment was
not easy. Eventually I managed to get
around 200 attendees from
Upsndowns
NCTLC
Alfe’s Cause
Menphys Nusery
Bechildcanceraware
Megan’s Butterfly
Thomas Fund
Acorns
Autism Concern

The day itself was nothing short of perfect, including the weather. We had
the usual fascinating mix of cars that
only the Bears can put together. A
quick noise test and drivers briefing
and they were off. The Rockingham
National Circuit was perfect for the
occasion with short straights to build up
speed (but not too much) and a great
combination of tight and sweeping
bends.
Rockingham’s Head of Operations Cat
Lund, herself a rally co driver, had organised some rally cars to use the rally
course for rides. The course was dry
meaning clouds of dust which reminded
everyone of the Safari Rally. The
smiles were just as big. One driver had
so much fun he wore out a set of tyres
I spent most of my time loading and
unloading excited and smiling passengers into cars. I normally like to be
doing rides but on this day that didn’t
matter as just seeing the reactions of
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CHARITY PASSENGER RIDES - ROCKINGHAM 2012 (cont’d)
PAUL LACEY
I think I first met Paul doing Dream Rides
at Brooklands. His heavy but powerful
Viper contrasted sharply with my light
and lively Elise. Over the years we met
up regularly at the NEC where his Viper
(V10BOY) and more latterly Audi R8
were always popular and he raised
thousands over the years
Rockingham was to be the last event at
which I met Paul. Shortly afterwards I
learnt that he had lost a short battle
against cancer. That he had turned up
at Rockingham to give pleasure to others
when he was in severe pain speaks volumes for the type of person he was. As
usual he gave it his all and would egg
his friend and fellow Viper owner, Nigel
Gillingham to go faster.
passengers and drivers alike was enough.
Our thoughts are with his wife Barbara and daughter Clare.
It was truly an amazing day, probably my best in 20 years of Paul, we will miss you.
membership of the Sporting Bears.
Time to take a look at the Rockingham 2013 calendar.

Andrew Lake

TRIUMPH MEMORIES OF THE 70’s - Chris Glasbey
Back in 1972 I owned a Mini 1275GT,
whilst a friend drove a TR6 as his company car - signal red with wires on
165/15 Dunlop tyres. The Mini had the
better close ratio gearbox and performance seemed equal to a 998 Cooper. One memorable drive down the
M5 - a Spitfire 1500 in front, GT Mini
in middle and MG Midget at rear - all
going flat out at about 90+, neither
gaining on the other!
I was working as a Buyer for a manufacturing company which supplied parts
mainly to the motor industry (including
Dipsticks - from a simple bent wire form
for a Hillman to a flexible chrome example for Jaguar). The day came
when our Driver was off sick and the

Transport Manager asked me to jump in
the lorry and deliver to our customers in
Coventry (which included Chrysler and
Jaguar) - but the real excitement was
the delivery to Triumph at Canley.
There was some waiting involved and I
remember all the ash trays being hub
caps.
Outside were rows of export TR6s with
steel wheels fitted with chrome trims
and the big over-riders. Alongside
these were more rows of Spitfires and
Stags.
We supplied a lot of parts for preproduction and experimental departments and the name “Bullet” sounded an
exciting prospect for the next TR - could
I find out more? Someone pointed me

“Who was the first man to ever drive a motor car?”
“I don’t know, who was the first man to ever drive a motor car?”
“Moses - he came down the hill in his Triumph....”
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in the direction of a workshop, saying it
should be OK to take a quick look. I
gazed for a few minutes at this wedge
shaped sportscar that was finally to
become the TR7.
One last memory of the later 1970s’ Staffs & Warwick Group put on a display of TRs at PJ Evans Dealership in
Sutton Coldfield Knowing Bob Train of
Triumph, I asked him if he would kindly
bring a factory TR7 along (this was the
official launch for our area).
He
brought a TR7 Sprint and allowed me
to drive it. Good Triumph memories,
and I have owned my TR3A since 1975.
Chris Glasbey

WINTER 2012/2013
A Tribute to Paul Lacey
In October the Sporting Bears Motor
Club, along with many others, lost a
great character and friend when Paul
Lacey lost a brief but lively fight with
cancer.
Paul’s involvement with our Club was
mainly limited to Dream Rides, but you
need only to have met him once, or
even been vaguely near him at some
time, to remember him forever. I have
never known anyone, certainly not any
59 year old, with so much infectious
energy and enthusiasm. When doing
Dream Rides he always persuaded
friends to bring their cars and he always made sure that there was a competition to see who could raise the most
money on the day, there are even rumours that he wasn’t averse to using
some skulduggery! All in a good cause,
of course.
Several of us from the Club attended
Paul’s funeral which really did sum up
just what sort of person he was. The
instructions were that bright colours
should be worn, so we all went in our
bright orange NEC Dream Rides sweatshirts - and the car parks were equally
full of bright and noisy cars. The funeral cortege will never be repeated:
the hearse was led by Paul’s V10
Dodge Viper, previously owned by
racing driver Justin Bell, and was followed by two more snarling Vipers, oh,
and the coffin was painted with a summer blue sky dominated by a Spitfire.
No crematorium would have been big
enough to hold everyone who turned up

- about 300 at a rough guess, which
included large representation from
many of the groups with which he was
involved. Paul’s life really was celebrated in the way he would have
wished.
Apart from his involvement with the

Bears, Paul was “a pillar in the Viper
Club community, running and organising
the UK region for 14 years”. No wonder he was known as El Presidente.
Paul was always in demand when an
engine needed changing because, apparently, he was the only person small
enough to fit into the engine bay! Paul
was also heavily involved with helping
to restore old military vehicles, including
tanks and planes up at Duxford Impe-

rial War Museum. A special constable,
Paul loved his guns and all engines and
mechanical stuff. There are many stories of how many people in his local
community had received help from Paul
when they had problems, whether it be
a car, lawnmower, boat or motorbike:
he always had time and never said no.
I got the impression that Stanstead Abbotts was deserted on the day of Paul’s
funeral.
Where did Paul get all the time from?
On top of all of his voluntary activities
he and Barbara ran a successful business and he was a devoted family man.
No-one was ever short-changed where
Paul was concerned.
I would like to include a quote from
Nigel Gillingham, “So V10 BOY I’ve
heard there’s no height restrictions or
speed cameras in heaven and every
time we hear a roll of thunder from now
on we’ll know you’re on your booster
seat, putting your pedal to the metal
and that little cherub grin of yours will
be as wide and bright as ever. Small
in stature, big in heart and so very generous - we’ll miss you but never forget
you ‘little legs’”.
I will certainly miss Paul’s cheeky smile,
his mischievousness and our chats together - he was always thinking up
ways of improving our Club. But our
thoughts have to be with Paul’s wife
Barbara and daughter Clare who is
soon to be married to James. Paul will
live for ever in our thoughts.
Mike McSean

Caption Competition
I could have kept the theme going as I have plenty of material,
but I figured that Trevor might thump me if I continued, so I reckoned that discretion was the better part of valour. Anyway,
here’s this magazine’s caption competition taken at the NEC recently. Not an easy one admittedly, but I know that the club is full
of comics, so I’m sure you are up to the challenge. Answers on a
post card please - erm, actually an email, but it doesn’t sound
quite as good does it?
keithborkett@hotmail.com

Page 31

BEAR FACTS
REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
Availability
There is a wide range of regalia available, but only a few items are of each type. Please call or email to check current stock
levels.
Pricing
Postage and packing is now included in the cost, which explains some apparent price increases.
Size guide
The wide range of regalia which is currently available comes from a number of different manufacturers, each of which uses a
slightly different system of sizing. So as well as giving the labelled garment size, I have added the garment’s underarm
measurement.
To get the right size:
either measure a garment of your own, which feels right, and select a similar garment size
or take your own underarm measurement and allow extra for ‘ease’. A close fitting garment
like a polo shirt will need 3-4 inches of ease, a jacket will need more than that.
If you cannot find exactly what you want here, it might be possible to have your own garments custom embroidered for you. Please let us know your requirements for a quotation.

The colours shown may not give a true representation of the colours of the actual garments
Ladies’ Zipped Fleece by tu £16.00 each

Unisex Half-Zip Fleece £16.00 each

long sleeves, full length zip, front seams and pockets

long sleeves with embroidered badge

Garment Size

Garment Size
8

10

Soft green

12

16

41”

S

18
47”

Grey

Gents’ Zipped Fleece by George £16.00 each

full length zip and fold away collar. Logo embroidered in yellow.

long sleeves, full length zip and pockets

S/M

L

XL

XXL

L

XL

XXL

12

14

14/16

16/18

31”

34”

L

XL

XXL

M

L

XL

XXL

46”

51”

42”

Unisex Showerproof Jacket by Result £16.00 each

Royal blue & yellow

M

47”

XL

Garment Size

57”

S

Sporting Bears Motor Club
embroidered on back in yellow

M

Black

Dark navy

54”
Ladies’ Strappy Vest Top by George £8.00 each

Ladies’ Strappy Vest Top by Papaya £8.00 each

with embroidered logo in complimentary colours

with embroidered logo in complimentary colours

8
8

Red, Yellow

12

14

30”

14/16

16/18

34”

Black, White
Unisex Polo Shirts by Jerzees £14.00 each

Unisex Polo Shirts by Easy £14.00 each

short-sleeved, with embroidered badge in complimentary colours

short-sleeved, with embroidered badge in complimentary colours

Lots of colours
Fridge Magnets £2.00 each

S

M

40-44”

43-46”

S
L

XL
50”

XXL

Royal Blue

40”

Unisex Zipped Sweat Shirt by George or Easy £16.00 each
Long sleeves, full length zip & pockets with embroidered badge

S
Bright Blue, Black or Dark Navy
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BEAR FACTS
REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
Gents’ Shirts £14.00 each by Elliette Barnes, Blue Lake, or Pierre Leon

Unisex Sweat shirt (no manufacturer’s name)

mid blue poly-cotton, short sleeved, with embroidered badge

S

M

38”

40-42”

L

XL

XXL
48”

S

M

Royal Blue

Unisex Dream Rides Sweat Shirt by Gildan £16.00 each

Unisex Zipped Sweat Shirt by George £15.00 each

Long sleeves & round neck. Embroidered badge and BP Ultimate transfer on front, Dream Rides
transfer on back.

long sleeves, full length zip and pouch pockets

S
Grey, Black

M

L

45”

48”

XL

M

L

XL

S

M

40”

43”

XXL
Bright green, navy blue

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Boston £16.00 each
long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge

M

L

XL

XXL

48”

S
Navy blue

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Hanes £16.00 each

XXL

L

XL

XXL

M

46”

L

XL

XXL

XXL

49”

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Easy £16.00 each

long sleeves, round neck with embroidered badge.

S

long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge

M

L

XL

XXL

40”

S
Black, dark navy

Unisex Hi-vis Yellow Jacket £5.00 each

Ladies’Strappy Vest Tops by George £8.00 each

with reflective bands and printed or embroidered logo in complimentary colours.

with embroidered logo in complimentary colours.

S

M

Bright Yellow

L

XL

44”

48”

L

XL

45”

49”

52”

14/16

16/18

XL

XXL

12

14

31”

34”

M

L

Short sleeved, with Team GB printing - see photos

M

L

XL

Royal Blue

S

XXL
56”

Unisex Knitted Jumper by Easy £14.00 each

White

41”

Embroidered badges (sew-on) £3.00 each

Long sleeves, round neck with badge embroidered in complimentary colours

S

Black or White

M

Unisex Olympics Polo Shirts (donated items)

Long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge.

S

8

XXL

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Maddins £16.00 each

Pale Blue

XL

L

long sleeves, round neck, with embroidered badge

long sleeves, round neck with embroidered badge.

Black

XXL

51”

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Kustom Kit £16.00 each

S

XL

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Fruit of the Loom £16.00 each

38”

Red

M

Bright blue

long sleeves, round neck with logo embroidered in yellow.

Navy, Royal Blue

S

XXL

Unisex Sweat Shirt by Screen Stars £16.00 each

S

L
41”

M

L

Round with blue or yellow background - from 8.5 - 9.5 cm diameter
XL

XXL

Oval with blue background - approx 9.5 x 4.5 cm

42”

Enamel Lapel Pin Badge £2.00 each - pale blue with red car “21 in 2010”

Car Sticker £2.00 each - yellow, with logo (round or rectangular)

Ball-point pen £2.00 each

Tax-disc Holder £2.00 each
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Forthcoming Events
March 2013
29th

Children’s Dream Rides, Teesside

Tony Beverley

tonybev52@gmail.com

30th-1st

Festival of Power, Santa Pod

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

3rd-6th

Caper Revival Tour

Paul Bonsall

enquiries@fatlamb.co.uk

5th-6th

Stratford ‘Motor festival’ Weekend

Ian Snelling

iansnelling@talktalk.net

12th

Wallingford Classic Rally

Huw Page

huwpage@msn.com

18th

Leeds Castle meets the Bears

Baz Firth

bazfirth@talktalk.net

2nd

Thirlestane Castle Dream Rides

Fiona Davies

ysy705@aol.com

14th-16th

Cholmondeley Pageant of Power

Max Walker

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk

15th-16th

Supercar Event, Dunsfold

Huw Page

huwpage@msn.com

16th

Woburn Classic Car Show Dream Rides

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

7th

Drive Out Day, Welshpool

Hugh Jackson

iansnelling@talktalk.net

7th

Classics at Corbridge

Fiona Davies

ysy705@aol.com

13th

Surfing Bears Air Show, Yeovilton

Baz Firth

bazfirth@talktalk.net

26th-28th

Silverstone Classic

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

28th

Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb

Ian Snelling

iansnelling@talktalk.net

Ian Snelling

iansnelling@talktalk.net

May 2013

June 2013

July 2013

August 2013
25th

Coventry Festival of Motoring

September 2013
1st

Aintree Children’s Dream Rides

Max Walker

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk

8th

Concorde Classics, Eastleigh

Huw Page

huwpage@msn.com

15th

Blenheim Horse Trials

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

27th-29th

Classic Bear Run 2013

Chris Glasbey

chris.glaz852@btinternet.com

Andrew Lake

andrew.lake@talk21.com

November 2013
15th-17th

NEC Classic Car Show
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