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FROM YOUR EDITOR

Many congratulations to Dick
and Pat Nortcliffe who
celebrated their Ruby
Wedding Anniversary
recently. A warm welcome to
new Polars Rolant Hughes
from Tyne and Wear and Niel
and Jurgita Friis-Jorgensen
from Dolphinton. We look
forward to meeting you soon.
Many thanks to Andrew
Carrie for his report on
Teesside Children's Dream
Rides.
CAR NEWS
I realised I’ve been slacking
in reporting car changes as I
noticed several new vehicles
at Corbridge. Andrew Carrie
has moved on from his very
purple TVR Cerbera to a
Porsche 911 3.2 Carrera;
Pete & Cathy Catchpole have
moved into the sleek comfort
and glamour of an Aston
Martin V8 Vantage; Keith &
Ann Davison have a BMW
635d Coupe Sport and Jim &
Ali Harris have added a
Wolseley Hornet to their
stable - plus another Porsche

and I’ve lost count of how
many cars that is!
CORBRIDGE CLASSIC
Bob Selby organised the
Bears stand at MG
Northumbria’s Classics at
Corbridge - the aim being a
‘good day out’ and raising
money for the Education
Centre for Children with
Down Syndrome, one of the
local charities.
The Edinburgh contingent
met up at the Stair Arms at
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Pathhead and had an easy
drive down under a
somewhat grey sky. It was
good to have David Bruce
join us after an enforced
absence of a couple of years
following surgery on his
shoulders which prevented
him driving his immaculate
TVRs. Once at Corbridge,
everyone ‘fell in’ and got the
stand set up with 15 cars, 2
gazebos, lots of bears to
rehome - and then the sun
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came out!
Duties were allocated rehoming bears, raffle tickets,
distributing leaflets and noting
interest in the auction of
tickets for Johnny Herbert
talks at Newcastle and
Motherwell, or informing
members of the public about
the Sporting Bears and the
charity we were supporting.
We also had a presentation to
Mike Webber from Sandy King
of the Education Centre for
Children with Down
Syndrome, with their thanks
for the money raised from the
NEC Dream Rides. Sandy

remained on the stand for
most of the day helping to
promote the unique work
which this charity
undertakes.
Young Claire Howie and
Chris Pollin were attending
their first Corbridge show
and along with Sheila and
George Dodds and other
Polars did sterling work
rehoming bears and other
cuddly animals. Adults,
children and dogs were
delighted by the selection
available. For the first time
we were selling raffle tickets
- the idea being to raffle off
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one of the big bears at
several points during the day.
This worked very well and
brought in more money than
would otherwise have been
received. When not on duty,
you could enjoy the cars on
display, listen to the
performing band, snooze in
the sun, do your crossword,
chat or whatever took your
fancy – including eating icecream.
To our surprise we were
awarded Best Club Stand and
Bob was duly dispatched to
receive a rather sparkly piece
of glass as the trophy. Then
it was time to take the stand
down, help Mike search for
the missing estate keys –
don't panic, they'll turn up
(which they did 20 minutes
after decanting the contents
of the car and finding them
inside the display board
case). A number of us
headed for a well earned and
tasty meal at the Duke of
Wellington - after sorting out
Chris’s overheating TVR
which didn't like the queue to
get out of the grounds! We
definitely achieved our aims:
a great day out and £458
raised for the ECCDS.
www.sportingbears.co.uk

PRESENTATION IN AID
OF CLOWNDOCTORS
Mike and Fiona did their
usual wonderful “light lunch”
for Pip Quinn from
Clowndoctors, Fred Magill
from BVAC and 12 Polar
Bears. We arrived for coffee,
watched a moving DVD of the
Clowndoctors' work, Pip
answered questions about
the training the Equity cardholding performers receive
before being allowed onto the
wards then she was
presented with the £3,000

cheque from the Dream Rides
at the BVAC Thirlestane
Castle Motoring
Extravaganza. This amount
will be topped up as £1,850
of the donations were gift
aided.
Then it was onto Mike’s
lovely lunch (which included
traffic light jelly!) and
socialising, which was most
enjoyable. We finished off
the lunch with a delicious and
suitably Clowndoctorcoloured cake brought along
by Pip. Andrew Carrie, who
had refused both firsts and
seconds of the puddings,
relented with the cake - and
was snapped for the Polar
News!
AN EVENING WITH
JOHNNY HERBERT
Thanks to Max Walker's
magical ways Nippa Media,
the promoters of Johnny's
current UK tour, agreed to
donate a pair of tickets for
each event with a view to
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them being auctioned off and
the money raised going to
nominated regional charities.
Congratulations and a very
big thank you to generous
Polars Trevor Woodward
whose winning bid of £200
secured the Newcastle tickets
and to Richard Levin whose
winning bid of £100 secured
the Motherwell tickets.
Trevor and Richard will have
an opportunity to meet
Johnny after the talk, have
photos taken and get to sit in
his F1 car. Nippa Media have
also agreed to
representatives of Zoe's Place
and REACT attending on the
nights of 16th and 20th
October to bucket rattle and
thereby increase the level of
donations raised. Many
thanks to Gary Hastings for
donating the tickets. If you
would like to attend on either
of these nights, check out
ticket availability on Johnny's
website.
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WHAT'S
NEXT
8 September Bo'ness Hillclimb
Revival – Teddy Bears Picnic.
Contact Andrew Carrie e-mail
Andrew@acarrie.net
22 September Sunday Lunch
and Meeting at The Collingwood
Arms Hotel, Cornhill-on-Tweed,
Northumberland. Contact Fiona
1 December Sunday Lunch and
Meeting at The Collingwood
Arms Hotel, Cornhill-on-Tweed,
Northumberland. Contact Fiona

TEESSIDE DREAM
RIDES
Star Date: Dark o’clock on
the morning of Monday 12
August. Our mission: to drive
170 miles to Teesside
Autodrome near
Middlesbrough, drive some
kids around a race track for a
bit, and then drive 170 miles
back home again. Yesterday’s
health check of the car (a 24year old Porsche with
intergalactic mileage)
confirms no transport
problems. This morning’s
health check of the driver
(who is also well round the
clock) isn’t quite so
optimistic.
I manage to set off before I
wake up enough to realise
how stupid I am. Within a
mile I have spotted a
problem – I changed a
headlight last week, but
haven’t adjusted it properly,
so it’s pointing upwards. I

can see passing houses and
hedges but not much road.
Still, it wakes me up!
I still haven’t decided what
route to take, so it’s a
mystery tour even for me.
Down past the Polar Bear’s
lunch venue at Coldstream,
and onwards towards
Morpeth, where it’s finally
light enough for me to put
my headlights off and stop
looking for dazzled police
men. When I get to the
venue, there’s a huge range
of vehicles for the kids to
enjoy, ranging from 3 or 4
Caterhams, two Bentleys, a
Nissan GTR, an Aston Martin
Vanquish, a Jaguar XKR, an
Escort RS Turbo, a massive
NYPD police car still with all
the cop equipment, a Nissan
Figaro, a Lotus Europa,
another Lotus (an Evora I
think), one (or maybe 2)
Subarus, a Noble, and a Ford
Capri.
Our own regulars, Brian Short
and Mike Webber are there,
with their TVR and Ferrari
Dino respectively.
After a bacon roll, a drivers’
briefing and a practice lap,
we’re ready to go, and so are
our first customers. The
whole day was very well
organised, to make the best
circulation round a limited pit
space. The track is short but
interesting, with a steep
uphill hairpin, a fairly fast
straight, a long sweeping
corner and a couple of
interesting chicanes.
I think I did about 10 runs, of
three or four laps each, some
with kids of varying ages, and
some with carers and
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parents. Everyone there
enjoyed their day – how
many chances do you get to
enjoy free use of a race
track, and help others enjoy
it too? It was an absolutely
fantastic day for everybody
involved.
We were very fortunate that
the rain stayed away for most
of the day, although there
was a passing shower around
lunch time.
All too soon, it’s time for a
fuel top-up and the journey
home again. I decide on a
different route, up the A68
through Corbridge and
Jedburgh, and make it home
non-stop, just in time to
avoid having to switch my
wonky lights on again. Just
under 400 miles today, and
every one of them totally
worthwhile.
This was one of those days
where you really enjoy being
a Sporting Bear. Many thanks
to Tony Beverley, Max Walker
and all of the organising
team, for all their efforts in
making the day such a
success. Andrew
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