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Spring 2012
Editor’s Edicts
Spring is in the air, the clocks
have sprung forward, and
the Bears are about to come
out of their hibernation after
a winter of anticipation. It
really is a great time of
year, with the plants starting
to come to life again, and
the Sporting Bears have a
huge number of activities
lined up for a great year of
motoring. Ourt fundraising
activities are going from
strength to strength, and if
you read our Chairman’s
report you’ll see that we are
edging ever more closely to
that £1,000,000 landmark.
Looks like we are going to
get there this year - fingers
crossed.
Well, it’s yet another
bumper edition for you to
enjoy, and I would particularly like to thank Baz Firth,
our new Surfing Bears area
rep, for helping me by sending over some last minute
pictures for the magazine.
The photographs on the
front cover were both taken
by Baz at the NEC, along
with the pictures that you
can see inside on the event
itself. They are excellent

photographs - thanks Baz.
By the way, you should
check out his website too (jimjamphotography.co.uk) there are some cracking
pictures there, and not only
from Sporting Bears events.
There are quite a few articles here on the various
presentations that have
taken place over the past
few months, and is always
good to see the feedback
and letters from the charities
that we support.
Thank you for sending your
articles in, please keep them
coming, as it makes my life
considerably easier when
compiling the magazine. To
that end, are there any new
things that you would like to
see in the magazine? Perhaps a letters page? Don’t
forget that it is your magazine, and you need to help
me to try and move things
forward by letting me know
what you would like to see
in it.
One final thing from me on
submission of photographs
with your articles. When
you send an article through,

I would be grateful if you
could send through the photographs separately, preferably as a jpg file - this is
how your camera should
normally take it. However,
the problem is size, which is
extremely important when
you are dealing with commercial printers. As a rule
of thumb, and pictures of
less than 1 MB will not look
very good when printed out
as part of this magazine. It
may look good on your
screen, and even okay on
your home printer, but its
quite different when printed
commercially. So, in this
case, size is important. I
really don’t mind if you send
through your pictures individually in separate emails,
because this will ensure better quality in the end. If you
are not sure - please email
me and ask.
Anyway, that’s it from me.
Happy reading, and I look
forward to seeing you sometime this year.

SPRING IS IN THE
AIR, THE CLOCKS
HAVE SPRUNG
FORWARD, AND
THE BEARS ARE
ABOUT TO COME
OUT OF THEIR
HIBERNATION
AFTER A WINTER
OF
ANTICIPATION

Keith Borkett
keithborkett@hotmail.com

PRINTING DEADLINES FOR BEAR FACTS
Summer 2012

Articles submitted by end May 2012

-

Magazine delivery early Jul 2012

Autumn 2012

Articles submitted by end August 2012

-

Magazine delivery early October 2012
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BEAR FACTS
Chairman’s Chatter

“YOUR CLUB,
THE SPORTING
BEARS MOTOR
CLUB HAS NOW
RAISED, SINCE IT
WAS FOUNDED
BY CHRIS & PAT
GLASBEY IN
1989, THE
GRAND TOTAL
OF £966,864!!!”
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Spring is here! I certainly
hope it is as you read this
because, as I write it in February, soon after the AGM,
it definitely feels like it is
here already – there is even
blossom on some of the ornamental cherry trees in the
streets. And what does a
good Bear’s mind turn to at
this time of year? The great
events your Club has got
planned already for you of
course.
The year has started well at
the AGM with a keen and
enthusiastic turn-out, nearly
10% of the membership,
with people volunteering to
join the committee and even
a whole new region in prospect. Yes, there are now six
regions so there will be one
within your reach; no more
Bears living in isolation.
Most regions have become
established by now, Polars,
Shires, North West and Midlands with the Koalas, recently awoken from hibernation, moving into their second year. The big news
now is that Baz Firth has
stepped up and is keen to
get things moving down in
the South West. Baz is already coordinating with
Max (NW) and Huw and
Trudi (Koalas) and has some
great ideas for things to do
in the West Country.
The upshot of all of these
regions is a whole host of
events, some national but
most of them designed to
encourage more of you to
get active and join in locally.
We have the regular events
such as the NEC, Kimbolton,
Thirlestane and Cholmondeley but there will be some
exciting new events too.
The Koalas will be at the
Wallingford Classic Car
Rally on 13th May, The Supercar Event at Dunsfold

23rd and 24th June and, on
2nd September, they will be
organising Dream Rides at
Burpham near Arundel.
They are also jointly organising, along with Baz and
Max, an event at Goodwood on 4th June. If you live
anywhere near striking distance of these events please
make an effort to get along
and say hello.
The Shire Bears have got
their usual eclectic mix of
events, some of which will
take you out of your cars for
non-motoring experiences
and others that will keep
you well and truly strapped
into your seats! Max, also,
has got an extraordinary
number of events planned
for the coming season and
you miss these at your peril.
You will have a great time if
you can make it to any
event in the North West, but
maybe take an umbrella?
The Midland Bears also add
variety with their, now regular visit to Shelsley Walsh in
late July, and a ‘Drive Out
Day’ to Welshpool earlier in
the month. They will also be
at ‘The Coventry Festival of
Motoring’ on 26th August.
Then there are the Polar
Bears, our longest continually active area. They don’t
sit on their laurels, certainly
not on their thistles either!
They have a full season and
manage to cover their massive geographical area with
events ranging from Dream
Rides to Lunches and much
else in between.
I have only given a snapshot
of what is going on around
the UK for our 466 (at the
last count) members. All of
you are vital in keeping
your club running but you
would get a lot more out of
your membership fees if you
attended an event or two.

Please keep an eye on our
website and the calendar in
this august publication for a
full list of what’s on.
Back to the AGM and Michelle Parkins has had to
stand down as Regalia Secretary due to increasing
pressure of work. Michelle
took over the regalia at the
end of 2005 and I would
like to thank her for all of
the hard work she has put in,
especially keeping us all
turned out in smart SBMC
branded clothing. We on
the committee are always
somewhat worried when
someone decides to take a
rest from their role, but I am
pleased to welcome Hilary
and Greg Cannon who have
volunteered to take over.
They have been active members of the Bears for some
time and, due to them entering a happy retirement, they
have decided to get stuck in.
The last highlight from the
AGM that I am going to
bring you is quite something.
Your Club, The Sporting
Bears Motor Club has now
raised, since it was founded
by Chris and Pat Glasbey in
1989, the grand total of
£966,864!!! All of this from
a relatively small club of
less than 500 members. This
is a fabulous achievement
and I’m sure that most of
you have done the sums,
know how much we generally raise each year, and
will have worked out that
we stand a very good
chance of breaking the
£1,000,000 barrier before
the end of the year. I think
that’s a good note on which
to sign off.
Happy motoring.
Mike McSean
sbchairman@ntlworld.com

Spring 2012
Shire Bears Winter Report
The Shire Bears Christmas Dinner was
held at the Britannia Pub on the edge
of Northampton on Friday 9th December. A total of 32 members came along

Janet Walker-Smith from the charity
received the £500 cheque from Ben
Muttock. Ben and his wife had kindly
donated a prize for the raffle on the

Secrets of the Shires run, where the bulk
of the money for this donation had
been raised. Following the presentation, several members of the charity
and their children were treated to a
“ride round the block” - the Ferrari
proving to be very popular.
Our first trip out of the 2012 season
was a visit by 20 of our local members
to the UK Headquarters of Meguiar’s in
Daventry. This US based company is a
leading manufacturer of car valeting
products. After an informative talk and
demonstration, we all left with free
samples of polish and wax as well as a
very smart key ring. Bryan was lucky
enough to have his car used for the
demo and ended up with a very shiny

and all had a great time. The club’s
ambassador, Paul Presgraves and his
family joined us again this year. The
raffle raised a total of £130; one of
the prizes was a £20 meal voucher,

bonnet.
Our monthly club night continues to be
well supported and we have a full programme of events planned for the remainder of the year.
which the pub had generously given the
club.
The following day, four of our members
arrived with their cars at the offices of
NC TLC for a cheque presentation.

Dave Muttock
Shire Bears Area Rep.
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BEAR FACTS
Membership Report
I am pleased to announce membership is
now standing at 469 or, should I say, 470
and offer a very warm welcome to our new
dynamic patron, Barry Williams.

“IF THERE IS
ANYONE ELSE
WHO WOULD LIKE
TO ASSIST ME FOR
A COUPLE OF
HOURS ON THE
MEMBERSHIP
STAND AT THE NEC
THIS YEAR, PLEASE
CONTACT ME.
BRIBES OF COFFEE
AND CAKE ARE
INCLUDED”

Various events taking place throughout the
year should see a substantial increase in our
numbers, particular in our new region, the
South West, brought about largely by the
vision and effort of Baz Firth. He has already many exciting events planned for this
year and you can read further details in this
edition and on line at our website. This
brings me to the ever increasing number of
members who have contacted me regarding
receiving Bear Facts via e-mail. At the present time, we are unable to offer this service
but I do pass on all your observations, so all
I can say for the time being is watch this
space! Please bear in mind that we rely
solely on the talents of club members and
their willingness to volunteer their help with
many of our projects in their spare time. So
please be patient; the e-mail request is on
the list but it may take some time to get this
up and running. In the meantime, however,
please keep me updated with your e-mail
addresses and other contact and car details.
Now a personal plea - as the annual event
at the NEC continues to grow, I am in need

of helpers to sign up new members at this,
our most challenging event. Last year, I was
unable to get away from the stand for 3
days, except for the odd 10 minute reprieve and 1 dream ride. I have already
had one member who is willing to help on
one of the days, but if there is anyone else
who would like to assist me for a couple of
hours on the membership stand on any day
at the NEC this year, please contact me at
jdm.car@btopenworld.com.
Full training
and bribes of coffee and cake are included
as well as lots of fun meeting potential new
members.
It is at the NEC that I have signed up 3 regional reps over the last 4 years, and it is
very rewarding and interesting to meet so
many new and interesting members as well
as renewing old friendships. There are
many questions that you will be asked and I
am currently preparing a guide to help
those willing to take on this task. Who
knows, you may then decide you want to
take your new found skills to a local events
and help your regional reps to recruit new
Bears to our ever increasing fold.
I look forward to meeting and welcoming
many new Sporting Bears to our club over
the next 12 months

A warm welcome to the following new members:
Andrew, Deborah & Jessica Hartshorn
Glenn Cooper
Martyn & Carole Wright
Paul Harper & Dawn Challis-Harper
Angus & Shiona Robb
Mark Stanyer
Philip Prince & Lesley Blakemore
David Erwin
Alasdair Campbell
Andrew & Sarah Galashan
John Collins
Steve & Sue Jacobs
David Raeburn
Graeme Ross & Nicola Hocking
Janet McPherson
jdm.car@btopenworld.com
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Spring 2012
Charity Secretary’s Report - Meeting 2012 head on…..
I have already received a number of nominations and we are looking forward to embracing some exciting new charities this
year.

joy and sense of achievement it can bring,
by being independent for those short moments, can bring such enjoyment.

The Education Centre for Children with
Downs Syndrome was originally set up in
2005 as a branch of the Down Syndrome
Educational Trust, by new parent and
teacher Maggie Hart, because she felt that
the work undertaken by the
Trust
would
benefit her own
son and other
children like him
in the North East
of England.
In July 2006, the Education Centre became
an independent charity, to enable access to
additional funding sources.
They run an Early Development Group for
pre-school children and their parents, and a
new School-Age Group for 4-11 year old
children.
Megan’s Flutterby Fund was set up in memory of Megan Bell who died aged 13 years
following a brave struggle with a life limiting condition. Megan was profoundly disabled, and during her lifetime her family
had to raise funds to obtain lots of specialised equipment and other things such as
switches to activate toys, and a computer.
They also purchased musical instruments,
which children find so exciting and stimulating. Bean bags, mats, lights, and mirrors all
help to engage these children - the list is
endless.
Most of this equipment to enrich her life was
not supplied by the Health Service. The
family had to ask for help from their local
community, friends and wonderful people
who helped them bring Megan some real
quality of life.
Megan’s family, in her memory, have now
set out to help other families with children in
a similar situation, to enable them to have
the things they need. The equipment is very
specialised, and unfortunately often comes
from an approved supplier which means
that costs may range from as little as £30
for a switch, to hundreds of pounds for fibre
optic lights (£1000).
Megan’s Fund can make such a difference
to a child’s everyday quality of life and the

“THE SPORTING
BEARS WILL BE
SUPPORTING
THESE CHARITIES
AT SOME VERY
EXCITING NEW
EVENTS IN 2012

The Royal Navy and Royal Marines Children’s Fund is the only charity dedicated to
supporting children whose parents work, or
have worked, for the Naval Service. The
needs of the children are paramount and
help is provided when not available from
family or statutory sources.
The Children’s Fund provides support for
families at home when partners are away
at sea or in an area of conflict and ‘athome support’ in times of crisis. They provide specialist equipment for children with
disabilities and educate children who are
constantly ‘on the move’ or who have special
needs.
They support children where there has been
an injury or illness and assist families with
travel expenses so that they can travel to
be together, or to support children in hospital. They also provide respite care for children when there is only one caring parent
and buy essential items such as food and
clothing in times of financial hardship.
Help is also given to children who are suf(Continued on page 9)
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AS WELL AS OUR
ESTABLISHED AND
MUCH LOVED
VENUES.”

BEAR FACTS

Fund Raising via our Website
Did you know you can raise funds for the Club, and therefore for Charity via the
Sporting Bears website. We have raised over £1000 so far by doing very little !!

WWW.SPORTINGBEARS.ORG.UK
Just by using it to carry out web searches

Yes I know that most of you probably use Google, but why not give this a try. It’s
very simple, any search you do that results in you following sponsored links, can result
in the club getting paid.

Google do just the same
(I’m sure you’ve seen the ‘sponsored links’ on the results page).

Well, they get all the money from that.
If you use the Bears website we will get some of it too.

Set us up as your default home page and use your mouse to raise money for charity.

www.sportingbears.org.uk/SBMC_Search.htm
ALSO
If you have any future events or reports of past events please send them to us for inclusion on the
website.

Email picture(s) and a written report to
INFO@SPORTINGBEARS.FREESERVE.CO.UK
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Spring 2012
Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
(Continued from page 7)

fering family break-down or parental
divorce, have suffered bereavement and
provide in-home support in times of crisis
and special family days out in times of
grief or distress.

Medical Detection Dogs (MDD) are a
charity that works in partnership with
researchers, NHS Trusts and Universities.
Their aim is to train specialist dogs to
detect the odour of human disease. Dogs
are renowned for their sense of smell.
For centuries doctors have known diseases have characteristic odours which
dogs may be able to detect.
Cancer cells release small amounts of
volatile substances. Medical Cancer Detection Dogs are trained to detect these
volatiles and scientists at MDD hope that
this work and research will enable them
to develop an early cancer screening
system.
Medical Alert Dogs are trained to assist
individuals who manage complex medical conditions on a day to day basis. For
example for someone living with diabe-

tes, hypoglycaemia (low blood sugar),
or the avoidance of it, can be a daily
problem. Symptoms can vary from confusion to seizures or comas and be life
threatening. Once trained, the Medical
Alert Dogs recognise blood sugar levels
outside the normal range and warn their
owners or get help, before the symptoms
are felt. They will bring their owner any
necessary medical supplies such as glu-

developed cancer and had to endure
frequent hospital admissions and intensive treatments with unpleasant side effects.
During the final weeks of his life both
Richard and his mum wanted to avoid
going back into a stressful hospital environment. Through strength, determination
and courage they achieved their wishes
and on 13th March 1997, aged just 11,
Richard died peacefully at home.
In 1998 the charity ‘The Richard Foundation’ was established to help families like
Richard and his mum, who need care
and support outside a hospital environment. In dedication to Richard 'The Richard Foundation' will always be the registered charity name. After a lot of fundcose and blood testing kits. They can raising, and working with families in the
also be trained to push alarm buttons.
community for two years, Bluebell Wood
Children’s Hospice proudly opened its
Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice offers doors to children with life limiting condicare and support to children and young tions on 19th September 2008.
adults with a shortened life expectancy,
both in their own homes and at their hos- The Sporting Bears will be supporting
pice in Sheffield. It is a place filled with these charities at some very exciting new
laughter and love. They give families the events in 2012 as well as our estabchance to relax, take a break and have lished and much loved venues.
fun, and help support the whole family.
The charity came into being following Caroline McSean
the death of a young boy, Richard Coo- Charity Secretary
per; he had a rare disease which quickly
led to increasing disability. Richard also

SHIRE BEARS
A group of members now meet regularly in the Northamptonshire area. If
you are interested in coming along, we get together on the second Thursday
of each month at the Overstone Manor at 8.0pm. The pub is in Ecton Lane,
Sywell and the postcode is NN6 0BB.
All are welcome.
Dave Muttock
Shire Bears Area Rep.
07901501578 david.muttock@ntlworld.com
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BEAR FACTS
Shire Bears 2012 Events
Sunday 20th May
Bedfordshire Classic Car Show and
Autojumble.
This event is held at the Old Warden
Park and Airfield in Bedfordshire, a
great venue for a day out. Lots of cars
to see in a unique setting. Booking is
required so please get in touch if you
want to go along.
Sunday 17th June
Greenwood Exhibitions Show at Woburn, Bedfordshire.
We will be providing a small static
display at this event with a view to doing Dream Rides in 2013. Please let me
know if you want to display your car.
Sunday 24th June
Old Buckenham Airshow, Norfolk.
We have been invited to attend this
special day where you will see aircraft
displays as well as cars and military
vehicles.
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Friday to Sunday 20th to 22nd July
Silverstone Classic.
The club will have an infield parking
area for members. Special price tickets
can be purchased in advance using the
club code. Please see the Shire Bears
web site for details.
Monday 27th August
Oxfordshire Classic Vehicle Show, Blenheim Park.
A day out in the Oxfordshire countryside. Bring a picnic and enjoy the day.
Booking is required so let me know if
you want to come.
Sunday 9th September
Blenheim Palace International Horse
Trials.
This top class event is not to be missed.
Lots to see and do as well as watching
the riders complete the cross-country
course. Please let me know if you want
to come along, as a free entry pass is

required.
Sunday 30th September
Curborough Track Day.
You will have read in the last magazine
how much our Chairman enjoyed last
years event. Numbers are limited so
book your place early for this popular
event.
Please contact me regarding any of
these events.
Phone
07901501578 or email
david.muttock@ntlworld.com

Dave Muttock
Shire Bears Area Rep

Spring 2012
Greetings from the South West - The Surfing Bears
Hello and greetings from the
South West. My name is Baz
Firth and I am pleased to
say that I have stood up and
been accepted as the South
West representative for the
Sporting Bears. After reading a post on Piston Heads
last year about the Dream
Rides at the NEC I was very
intrigued and really wanted
to help out. I will admit that
until that point I had not
heard of the Sporting Bears
and after some research I
was quite intimidated by the
class and marque of cars
that had previously attended. Being the owner of
a Newage WRX Impreza I
really didn’t think I would cut
the mustard at the NEC. I
was reassured by several
replies on Piston Heads and
decided not to worry about
my car and just come along
and help out for what I
could see was a great
cause.
So, after committing
(apologies to Kim for all the
emails!) I set off at 06:15 to
get to the NEC for the Sat-

urday session. During the
day I was chuffed to bits to
get three rides in with 8
passengers overall and had
a great time. I met some

great people and of course
as a petrol head saw some
amazing cars. During the
day I started to think about
offering my help where I
could to the Bears and
sought some advice about
what goes on in the South. I
asked one of the orange
sweatshirts (apologies I
don’t remember who) and
was directed to go and
speak to Janet. Upon finding
Janet I started the conversation by saying that I had a
great day so far and would
really like to help out and
asked ‘what events happen
in the South West’?
I was very surprised to hear
Janet say that pretty much
nothing happens in the South
West and that the club was
always on the lookout for
some young blood. My surprise was doubled as I felt
quite flattered at fitting the
‘young blood’ bracket at my
age. Janet introduced me to
Huw, and I started to suggest and discuss some of my
early ideas.
After driving home to sunny

Somerset after a very rewarding day, I pondered
about what I could offer.
Needless to say that after a

few emails
and being
put in touch
with
my
Bear mentor,
Max, it was
clear that I
had somehow talked
my way into
being
the
South West
rep.
I am happy
to
report
that apart
from being
able to offer
some
great days
out in a great part of the
country, I know I can offer
something unique. Having
served 22 years of my 32
year service in the Fleet Air
Arm (the air service of the
Royal Navy for those that
don’t know) I have some
great connections, contacts
and ideas for the Bears. I
am very keen to drum up as
much interest within the area
as possible and start a
great network of similar
minded Bears. I would also
like to say that all my events
are open to anyone and
would love to see Bears
from all over the country.
My chosen charity for all my
events is the Royal Navy
and Royal Marines Children’s Fund. Despite being
one of the oldest charities in
the UK (1902 with links back
to 1862) it is not very well
known. Apart from the
physically and mentally disabled children that the charity supports, I think we can
all empathise with the increasing number of children
(Continued on page 12)
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“HAVING
SERVED 22
YEARS OF MY 32
YEAR SERVICE IN
THE FLEET AIR
ARM, I HAVE
SOME GREAT
CONNECTIONS,
CONTACTS AND
IDEAS FOR THE
BEARS”

BEAR FACTS
Greetings from the South West - The Surfing Bears (cont’d)
(Continued from page 11)

directly affected by the conflict in Afghanistan. The charity supports bereaved children who have lost parents
or siblings in the conflict; sadly this number has been on the increase quite
markedly over the last two years and
now comprises some 6% of the charities
overall commitment.
To whet your appetite, I have already
arranged some exclusive events which I

have précised below:
Exclusive access to the Royal Navy Historic Flight-A packed day to include
access to the iconic Swordfish, Sea Fury
and Sea Hawk. Hangar tour, cockpit
access, raffle and the exclusive opportunity to have a photo of your car in
front of either
the Swordfish
or Sea Fury. I
am also looking
at holding this
event at least
three times over
the
following
year and can
also include a
visit to the air
station falconry
and lunch in
either the Warrant
Officers
mess or the
Wardroom
Page 12

depending on numbers.
A visit to the Ariel Motors factory. As
you may all know (Bachi will give good
testament to these machines) the Atom is
a stunning machine. The factory is
about 10 miles from my house and I
have arranged access to the factory, a
tour and a raffle.
There are lots of opportunities at The
Fleet Air Arm Museum which I have spoken to the Director about. I can offer a
day to the
museum
wi th
a
guided
tour, right
up to a full
day
to
include
exclusive
access to
the
museum’s reserve collection (this
is
only
opened
once
a
year
so
really exclusive for the Bears) and photographs sat in the cockpit of Concorde.
815 Squadron - Exclusive access to a
fully operational squadron at RNAS
Yeovilton. Whilst I cannot promise
flights in the Lynx helicopter due to
legal restrictions, I can offer access to

the helicopter that holds the current
world speed record. Again a full day
which will also include access to the
Commando Helicopter Force Sea Kings
which have been heavily employed in
in Afghanistan.
Other venues of interest within the area
include Bovington Tank Museum, Weston Supermare Helicopter Museum, and
although these do extend my area
slightly east, HMS Victory, the Submarine Museum and HMS Warrior due to
my active military status.
I have been lucky enough to have suggested to some colleagues about what I
have taken on, and I am proud to say
that the small team I am working with
(3 people) have put together an amazing event at Goodwood. The event is
called Planes, Games and Automobiles
and will be a fantastic day on the 4th
of June at the historic circuit of Goodwood. Realising the potential that the
Bears can bring to this event I have
leaned heavily on Max and Huw for
their support. The event will include a
track day for 30 cars and 10 cars providing passenger laps, parade laps,
dream rides, street party, military vehicles, helicopter flights, a fly in to form a
static aircraft display, Field Gun competition, craft stalls, military band. I
could go on as there is simply too much
to list.
As with the NEC all the above events
will only really be successful with your
help and participation. I am
honoured to have been selected and look forward to not
only raising funds for charity
but also providing some great
events which I trust will appeal
to everyone. All I ask at this
early stage is your support
and help and I am positive that
The Surfing Bears will soon
become a great area full of
Bears new and old.
Baz

Spring 2012

Page 13

BEAR FACTS
North West Bears Cheques in 2011
classic event at the Castle will help the centre replace and
Barbara White OBE, founder and trustee from WYWUAS continue to offer structured holiday and gymnasium activity
was delighted to see the Bears and LMS team at Goosedale

When You Wish Upon A Star

for many of the charities and hospices the Bears already
support.
again to receive our cheque for £2,000 after the Luxury
Motor Show that will return in 2013. The grant wishes are
national so every child in every area has the chance to realise a life-long dream in what are often lasting memories for
the families. Peter, Simon, Andrew, David and Rachel represented the Bears with the LMS Team.

Claire House
This NW hospice is the first hospice that was recommended
by a driver, so has a close connection for me. It is when you
speak to the families, and hear how the charities have
helped them that you really understand how important our

Ty Gobaith (Hope House)
Sarah Kearsley Wooller MBE received the £500 cheque
with Haydn and Max and showed us around the tranquil
centre that is an amazing support to families in North Wales.
Sarah explained why it is vital to help children and their
families after her own experiences when she lost her own

fundraising activity is. While at the NEC we took time out to
hand over the £3,000 cheque to Dan from Claire House. In
the picture is Janet, Andrew, Graham, Blythe, Tyler, Becki,
Aston and Porsche mascot Bears in front of the Jordan F1
car. The chap to mention here is Colin, who came to a couple
of events at Claire House to help, went on his own Dream
Ride in a Porsche, and enjoyed it so much he went home,
bought a Porsche that day, joined the Bears, and was at the
NEC weekend offering people their chance to experience a
Dream Ride as a Claire House fundraiser and a Sporting
Bears member!

son, which drove her to set up Hope House and then expand
into North Wales setting up Ty Gobaith.
Thank you to the show organisers for allowing us to operate
at their events, businesses for support in equipment and
Wingate Centre
prizes, drivers and helpers for the obvious and public for
The team at Wingate (Geoff Parsons, Chairman for the donating to us........BUT THANK YOU to every hospice and
Board of Trustees with Jill and Chris who run the centre) charity that have allowed the Sporting Bears Motor Club to
were excited to receive the Bears, especially as we arrived represent them, as part of their fundraising in 2011, and
in such style! Bears Graham & Ceri, Max and Aston Bear sharing their desire to help children with us.
(shhhhh don’t tell Bentley!) looked around to understand how
the centre offers activity to children from across the UK. The Here is to a great 2012 for all
£5,000 raised at Cholmondeley Pageant of Power and a Max Walker
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Meet the Committee - Boo Grant

I was born at a very early
age just down the hill from
the Archway in London on a
Sunday afternoon in March.
I lived for 8 years in London,
most of which involved trying to do the most silly things
on roller skates - which included racing down hill with
the only way to stop being
to swing round a lamp post.
When I was 8 my parents
moved to Theydon Bois in
Essex and very kindly took
me and my brother and
sister with them. Theydon
Bois is near Epping Forest so
once we had settled in and
discovered that the pavements were no good for
roller skating (it was a new
estate and the little stones
got caught in the wheels which made you stop very
fast) my sister and I headed
for the nearest riding stable
which was much more fun. At
some time in all this I did go
to school but even that
mostly evolved running,
jumping, trampoline, netball
and singing. I think I had
some lessons in between, as I
was Head Girl - so the
teachers must have known
who I was. I was also a
member of Essex Ladies
Athletic Club - I competed in
the 100 yards sprint and the
4 x 100 relay.

When I left school I had no
idea what I wanted to do,
but would have liked to
work with animals (not intelligent enough to be a vet). I
was offered a job at London
Zoo, but the fares to get
there were more than the
pay. I got a job at John
Lewis in Oxford Street in the
Fur Department (not very PC
or friendly to animals), and
after a time I was transferred to the printing department. Although I liked
working there I did not enjoy travelling on the underground. So I left. Eventually, after some time at an
auditors, I started work in an
accounts department for a
local firm. I have worked in,
and run accounts departments in and around Epping
up to my retirement in 2011.
Sometime after I left school,
my sister was asked if she
would like to help at a Cub
Scout Pack. She said no but
thought that I would (I do not
know why). I did help, and
eventually ran a Pack, with
the help of Don my late husband, who I had met as his
family were very involved
with the scouts in Epping.
Before I left scouting I became Assistant District Commissioner Cub Scouts.
My first car was a Ford
Popular. I went for Ford’s
because my Dad was company secretary for a chain
of Ford garages so they
were cheap. The Popular
was so slow, I always said
that the only thing I could
overtake was a person on a
bicycle. I worked my way
up the Ford’s to Cortina’s,
the last being a Cortina Estate with mock wood panels.
My Dad had said that there
was an Anglia in the show
room, but when I got there it

turned out to be a Cortina
estate - I pointed this out
and my Dad said “well, it
has 4 wheels”. Good job he
was an accountant. I then
realised that an estate car
was a bad thing, as I got the
job of running cubs and
equipment around.
So I
looked out for a sports car,
which was when I got my
Frogeye. It was all metal,
and I loved it. I had bought
it for £180, and then found
out that the insurance was
£180. I had a lot of fun in
that car, until the floor rotted and I sold it. Hindsight
a great thing, and if only I
had kept it. The last car
that my Dad organised for
me was a Black Fiesta. He
noticed that the garage
were taking number plates
with BOO so asked Don if I
would like BOO 1X. Don
said no, but I would like
BOO 13X, so the Escort was
put on the car hire fleet to
depreciate (at the time Don
ran the car hire so only
rented it to special people).
When it had depreciated I
purchased it, but I still
wanted a sports car. So I
sold the Fiesta and got an
MG Midget. By then, I did
not need a car to get to
work in as Don & I lived in
Epping and I worked in Epping. Don also usually came
home in a vehicle that was
not hired out - sometimes this
was a 3-ton truck. At one
time when we were going to
a dinner & dance he came
home in a truck - it is not
easy getting out of a truck in
high heels.
In 1986 I was made redundant but soon got a new
job, so we had my redundancy money which we used
to purchase an Isle of Wight
Frogeye kit. I did help with
(Continued on page 16)
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“SO I LOOKED
OUT FOR A
SPORTS CAR,
WHICH WAS
WHEN I GOT MY
FROGEYE. IT WAS
ALL METAL, AND I
LOVED IT. I HAD
BOUGHT IT FOR
£180, AND THEN
FOUND OUT THAT
THE INSURANCE
WAS £180.”

BEAR FACTS
Meet the Committee - Boo Grant (cont’d)
(Continued from page 15)

this project. Most of the stripping down
of the donor vehicle (which was a 1275
MG Midget) and a lot of the cleaning
the old parts was down to me. Don did
the technical work, and in 1989 it was
put on the road and is still going strong.

Last year I had a 5 speed gear box
fitted and a new paint job - Toad is
back . As the donor vehicle was an MG
we joined the MG Owners Club to

source parts, etc. Don was reading the
MG Owners magazine when he noticed
that they did a Skiing Holiday and as
he knew that I wanted to go skiing suggested that I went with them. So at 40
I headed off for the slopes - and Don
was always there to pick up the pieces
when I got home. Skiing is
my other love apart from
the cars - I spend about 4
weeks skiing each year.

suade Don to come, as Sarah wanted
more male helpers. Thus started 10
happy years with a very mixed bag of
youngsters from Guernsey. Every year
Sarah found a new challenge for us to
cope with. I think that my greatest
challenge was when one of the students, who was autistic and never
spoke in sentences, asked me if I would
go swimming in the evening with the
children. I am terrified of water but
could not refuse as he had asked me.
Although most of the students did not
get passed the nursery slopes they all
skied and had a fun time. Their parents
also had a week respite.
I am still skiing and driving cars and as
I am now retired I am able to do more
of each.

In 1998 I met Sarah Bamford on a ski holiday, and
she said that she would like
to do a ski trip with dysfunctional children. I said that if
she did I would be willing to help - not
realising that Sarah is a force to be
reckoned with. In 2000 she had it all
arranged - I even managed to per- Boo Grant

LiBEARate a Bear
Do you remember this competition that Caroline was championing from the Autumn 2011 edition of Bear Facts? Well, the
competition, which was suggested by Colin Strudwick, was
judged at the Classic Car Show in November. The winning
Bear, “Shoebury Bear”, was liBEARated by Daphne from
Southend on Sea
in Essex.

SHOEBURY BEAR, LOOKING
SUITABLY HAPPY AFTER BEING RESCUED BY DAPHNE.
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A Blast from the Past…….
Fancy a Jaguar 3.5 litre Drop-head Coupe for £1,263? Or,
what about a Bentley Standard saloon for £4,038. There
must be a catch. Well, there isn’t - these are all brand new,
straight from the factory on the road prices. Still too expensive? Then you could always have a Morris Oxford Saloon
for £505. The cheapest that I can see here is a Ford Anglia
saloon at £309.
Yes, of course you had to have that sort of money in 1949,
but it’s fascinating to look back and see what sort of car you
could have had for your money then. I recall my grandfather
fondly telling me of the purchase of his first (and only) house,

which was a 3 bed terrace with a toilet (at the end of the
garden - that was in the Estate Agents small print…), and
cost the princely sum of £150. And he thought he was being
ripped off! Anyway, it’s an interesting look through the list to
see what these cars would have cost new in their time. Many
thanks to George and Sheila Dodds for taking the trouble to
send this through to me.
You have to be old to have info like this around (George’s
words, not mine! - Ed).
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BEAR FACTS
“An Inspiring Evening with Caroline and her Beau”
Back in the summer of 2010 Mike and I
were approached by the local branch
of the Institute of Advanced Motorists
(IAM) – the North East London and Essex Group of Advanced Motorists, or
“NELE” for short, to give the group a
talk about the Sporting Bears that September. (Thanks Iain from the Lifeboats
for nominating us!)
I must admit we demurred, prevaricated, and thought we’d finally resisted, but the indomitable Angela, who
organises the speakers for “NELE” was
not to be refused and we were booked
for a Tuesday in September 2011.
We kept hoping, because there was
considerable discussion at this time
about making a professional presentation for the Club about the Club, that
we would be able to use that. However
about a fortnight before the talk I realised that we had done absolutely nothing to prepare for the presentation,
and there being nothing official on the
horizon, it was all hands to the pump, or
so I thought. What were we going to
talk about and for how long? Forty five
minutes to an hour? You have got to be
joking!
I needn’t have worried; there is a
wealth of information in the Club. I
pulled bits of history from the website
and archive pictures that Chris Glasbey
had sent to us for the “Birthday Bash”,
found out more about our Patron John
Surtees and our Ambassadors Russ
Swift and Paul Presgraves; and wrote
about our Chairmen past and present.
The different and emerging regional
clubs; the well-established static events
and social tours added yet more slides
to the growing presentation.
I begged, borrowed, but didn’t steal,
pictures from our recent events, and
Max’s new event at Aintree, to show
the audience. I spoke about the charities we support - that could have been
a talk all on its own.
I brought together pictures of the special cars the Bears have been privileged to know and of course there is
“Dream Rides” - yet another talk all of
its own.
Dave Muttock had told me about a
short DVD that ‘Dogs for Disabled Children’ used to promote their charity and
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they kindly sent me a copy. With the
expert help from a friend at work who
embedded this along with a clip from
the NEC and a copy of the most iconic
of “Dream Rides” the French film
“Rendezvous” I felt we might be set to
go.
On the Saturday before the Tuesday
deadline I was still not happy with the
presentation and was feeling that I
wasn’t really getting much support until
Mike said to me “I think you are really
brave agreeing to do this, I couldn’t
stand up in public and talk in a month
of Sundays!” (Did I agree to this scary
and stressful experience then? I must
have been mad!)
He added “I’ve been to the venue and
they’ll be setting up the microphone for
you.” “Why do I need a microphone?” I
queried….”Well they’ve put out 70
chairs” he said.
The little cosy
chat that I had
envisioned suddenly evaporated into the
ether
along
with any vestige of new
found
confidence.
However
as
you can see
from the letter
the
evening
was an unqualified success, even if I
say so myself!
With the efficient help from
my ‘beau’, who
is now expert
at depressing
the down arrow, we were
able to deliver
a reasonably
professional
presentation. I
had
tak e n
along
some
additional
props and we
were able to

display some of the more unusual thank
you letters the Club has received, a few
of the different Club sweatshirts added
some colour, and of course some birthday lapel badges.
“NELE” kindly gave us a cheque for
£50, the fee for the Speaker; and being well-trained (Andy Mitchell style)
Bear collectors we managed to raise
that to £110 by the end of the evening.
The Club now has the basis of a presentation which is available to anyone
who would like a copy; please let me
know. It has already gone out to the
Koalas and to the Midland Bears and I
hope they too will be able to use it as
yet another means to raise money for
the children’s charities we support.
Caroline McSean
sbmccharitysecs@ntlworld.com

Spring 2012
Koala’s Report
We had a fun first year with 2 events
under our belt. Wallingford Car Rally
raised £330 for SeeSaw and Burpham
raised £300 for Dreams Come True,
thanks to all the members who supported
us.
For the NEC we nominated The Golden
Lions Childrens Trust (GLCT) as the Koala’s regional charity and we were delighted when the final figure for the 3
days came in at £37000. Trudi and myself were invited along to their Christmas
Santa Special train ride on the Bluebell
Railway in West Sussex. We took the
opportunity to deliver the £8250 cheque
as the donation from the NEC Dream
Rides - we have never felt so humbled
knowing the difference this money would
make and it was all achieved by the
drivers who supported the rides over the
3 days, so many thanks to you all. For
the train ride they invite 250 special needs, disadvantaged and
disabled children from the schools
they help support, entertain them
and have Father Christmas pass
through the train and hand out presents. It is an experience like nothing else trying to load 250 children
and helpers into 10 carriages in 30
minutes!!!

At Goodwood we will be running Dream
Rides around the Goodwood area however it is possible to book either a half
day or full day on the track (£160 or
£300) for those who wish to try the track
out (noise limit is 98db). Alternatively if
you would be happy to give passenger
rides on the track then let me know so I
can pass your details on. Additionally
there will be a static car display, craft
fair, fly in and possibly one or two flying
displays (these are currently under investigation to see if possible) and the possibility of doing some parade laps around
the track for £25. This is in aid of Royal
Navy Royal Marines Childrens Fund.

part of the infamous Top Gear test track
as well as stalls and probably helicopter
rides (a great way to see the airfield
from the air). This day is being organised by Petrolhead Nirvana and The
Children’s Trust.
Website links for these events are:www.wallingfordcarrally.org.uk
www.revivalhats.com/goodwood
www.thesupercarevent.com
Please let us know if you would like to
come and join us at any of these events.

How many of our Koala members would
be interested in a social meet? If so then
drop us an email and we can look at
At Dunsfold we will be running Dream getting a date and location in the diary.
Rides from a pit area near the B747
and then out on to the roads. There will huwpage@certainfuture.org.uk
be an opportunity to get a ride round trudibubb@certainfuture.org.uk

This year we have 4 events lined up
already, we are running Dream
Rides at Wallingford again on the
13th May, we are at Goodwood on
the 4th June for the Planes, Games
and Automobiles event, we are at
Dunsfold on the 23rd/24th June for
the Supercar Event (previously
Dad’s Day Out) and then 2nd September for Burpham Car Show.

Bear Babes?
I know, I know, it’s not politically correct. But as
the idea (and the photograph) came from our
chairman, then who am I to argue? Plus, it’s just a
bit of fun, anyway. Do any of you have embarrassing photographs of your loved ones that you
wouldn’t mind being published - even if they
would? In fact, it’s probably better if they would.

In any case, to kick it off, here’s a picture of Caroline on her wedding day. So, if you have some pictures, please send them through.
keithborkett@hotmail.com
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BEAR FACTS
Clowndoctors Presentation
The Polar Bears were delighted to
welcome Claire Turner, Fundraising
and Communications Officer at
Hearts&Minds, to their Christmas Lunch
on Sunday 4th December. This was
the first time we had met Claire and it
was lovely to have the opportunity to
get to know her. Following lunch she
was presented with a cheque for

CHAS Presentation
Six Highland Flingers had the pleasure
of meeting the new CHAS rep Kirsten
Dugan on 14th January. Fiona presented her with a cheque for £690. The
money was raised from the Highland
Fling raffles, auction and prize draw,
then topped up by the SBMC committee.
Fiona had specified that all the money
donated (£1,690) was to go to CHAS
at Home service based in Inverness, so
Kirsten showed us an interesting and
informative DVD of the work they do.
Then we all tucked into one of Mike’s
lovely lunches!
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£500 by Andrew Carrie who had
organised the Club’s attendance at the
Selkirk Rally and who had also nominated the Clowndoctors to receive the
p r o ceeds of
his TVR
Club’s
summer

frequency of visits. They are also
planning summer holiday visits in Edinburgh and Glasgow. This all depends
on funding and the Clowndoctors are

BBQ event. Claire, in
thanking us, told how
the Clowndoctors now
visit 14 hospitals, hospices and care units
across Scotland but aim
to visit many more
places and increase the

immensely grateful for our continuing
support of their very special work.
The 30 Polars then braved the Arctic
conditions to pop outside for a photograph for the album. Many thanks to
Helen Kirkness for managing to hold
the camera steady enough to get such
a good picture!

Spring 2012
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BEAR FACTS
Mello sponsors The Sporting Bears Motor Club by providing all of
the clubs stationary requirements free of charge
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NEC 2011 Report - Andrew Lake

At 9.45 on Friday 12th November 2010 I was stood in Hall
2 at the NEC listening to Mick Bryan give the drivers briefing
when it was announced that he was stepping down from organizing Dream Rides at the Classic Car Show. This was my
10th year helping out, firstly on the booking desk and later
doing Dream Rides in my Lotus Elise.
I had enjoyed taking part so much that it became the first
event I booked in the year and I was horrified at the thought
of it potentially ending. I lay awake that night hatching a
cunning plan involving my employers, Rockingham Motor
Speedway, giving me time off to organise the event and also
a split of duties, as I thought it too much for one person to
organise and manage.
On the Saturday I
spoke to Mike
McSean about my
plan. Mick Bryan
had
already
beaten me to it on
the split of duties.
It was duly agreed
I should attend the
next
committee
meeting where my
appointment was
approved. And so
began my adventure.
I am generally of
the “if it ain’t broke
don’t fix it” brigade
and so I planned to carry on Mick’s excellent work and do
things pretty much the same as he had. Little did I know at
that point how things were to change and challenge.

Firstly, on 3rd May my world was literally turned upside
down when, travelling home from work in the Lotus, I was hit
by a car travelling in the opposite direction. The Lotus ended
up upside down in a ditch with my left arm trapped by the
top of the windscreen and broken in 4 places. It was 2
months before I was able to return to work during which time
Andy Rouse from the organisers made contact to say the layout of the show was being altered due to changes in Top
Gear Live and we were therefore moving Hall.
Mick and I met Andy on site in August. He showed us the Hall
we were being moved to, but was unable to tell us exactly
how much space we were to be allocated - all of which was
going to make planning difficult. Mick and I both had serious
concerns about the new layout - particularly the visibility of
Dream Rides from adjacent Halls.
By this time I was in contact with Kim Dobbs and Steve Chant
who had agreed to continue looking after driver registrations
and the garage respectively. Kim was being proactive in
contacting previous DR drivers and the list of registered drivers began growing as a result, so I was hopeful we were not
going to have the same problems of low advance registrations that Mick had suffered.
I was lucky enough to have received 4 offers of stand cars
without having to chase. Max was again active with his help
and managed to find me a Jordan F1 and state of the art
Simulator as further attractions (although the latter was to
prove a major challenge to get past the NEC jobsworths). I
was hopeful that this aspect would not be a major issue although Mick had warned me to expect some late withdrawals. He was to be proved right but no sooner had I lost one
than we were offered a Murchielago Spyder.
I made a final visit to the NEC with Steve a couple of weeks
prior to the event so that we could finalise the garage lay(Continued on page 24)
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BEAR FACTS
NEC 2011 report - Andrew Lake (cont’d)
(Continued from page 23)

out, stand positions, etc. All seemed set fair for set up day
on 10th November. There were nonetheless some problems
to be solved when we arrived. Top Gear had some unsilenced cars in their paddock which made hearing the person
next to you very difficult. They also had their “green room”

tered, of which over 100 turned up. The team pulled together and all areas coped well with the throughput. It’s
amazing how many members and non members just appear
to help out. I’m sure Boo got fed up with being asked how
well we’d done. A typical accountant she was very conservative, but I was still happy with the £30,000 she was telling
me. To later find out we had raised over £37,000 was
amazing.
The weekend also saw a number of visits from the local constabulary. Some were friendly including one who gave us a
donation for a ride in the Ultima! Others were less so, even
challenging the legality of the event. We know that everything is above board, but we will be reviewing and tightening up procedures to ensure it stays so.

in the catering facilities in our part of the hall with NEC H&S
claiming they needed a 3 meter wide walkway to get to it.
We managed to get round all these issues and by the time
we left the stand was looking good.
Friday was attended by a record number of cars with a
good variety. Despite this it was very quiet in terms of visitors to the stand and Dream Rides and donations were well
down on the previous year. Visibility from the other halls
was proving a problem and I was a bit down. We all knew
the problem but then someone, I believe Max, came up with
the solution and suggested we move the Jordan F1 up nearer
the entrance. A quick chat with the owner, Paul, and a plan
was hatched and put in place Saturday morning before the
show opened.
Saturday had the potential to be manic with over 100 cars
registered to do Rides. In 2010 we had early morning parking issues which had caused problems getting the cars out of
the garage to do Rides and queues to get back in to unload
on return. Steve’s new garage layout came into its own.
Being able to use 2 bays for loading and 2 for unloading
was to be prove a major factor in avoiding the queues and
keep the Rides flowing smoothly.
With the F1 in its new position, the stand had greater visibility from the neighbouring Hall and the flow of visitors to
Dream Rides was immediately improved. The noise from the
simulator was an additional draw with the result that the
whole area had a much better feel to it. The smiles returned
to our faces and we went to bed happy.
Sunday was to prove even busier. We had 120 cars regis-
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I would like to thank Andy Rouse and Gill Geens from Clarion Events for their support during the build up and the event
itself. There has been a lot said and written about their role
in giving us the area we had. The truth is the Classic Car
Show had been expecting to have the whole of Hall 4. The
area would have been much more open with our stand located next to the food hall. Half the Hall was then reallocated to Top Gear Live with Clarion forced to reallocate all
the food concessions.
There are a lot of people to thank, too many to list. A particular thanks to both Kim and Steve for their unstinting support before and during the event. And finally to Mick Bryan
for leaving such a great legacy, without it I’m sure the event
would have been much more problematical.
A great event and £37,000 raised to be split between 4
Children’s charities. Fantastic!
PS – If you have an Orange sweatshirt please keep it for
next year. These were highly visible and, given that we
never have enough, will be very useful.
Andrew Lake

Spring 2012

The SBMC have been approached to be a part of the Event taking place this year over the
August Bank Holiday Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th and to offer ‘Dream Rides’ to the public.
The show is being advertised as ‘A fun day out for all the family’.
The Historic Vehicle Run has taken place for many years. Originally known as the
‘Shakespeare Run’ it toured through towns and villages in the Warwickshire countryside.
In more recent years the event was held at the Memorial Park in Coventry but it was decided in 2010 that the Event had outgrown this venue hence the move in 2012 to
Stoneleigh Park.
The Event is over two days with concours and wheel skills competitions to name a few activities taking place on Saturday followed by a Gala Dinner with guest speaker Ian Callum,
design Director for Jaguar Cars.
The Sunday sees the Historic Vehicle Run which is hoped to attract 600 vehicles plus motor
cycles of all ages.
Other attractions include, car club displays, fairground, 4x4 experience, historic auction,
craft fair, trade stand, stunt shows and the all new ‘future of Transport Expo’.
The organizers are keen for the Sporting Bears to be a part of this event and will be advertising ’Dream Rides’ as a main feature.
Being a new event we don’t know what to expect or how the ‘Dream Rides’ will be received! However, if you would like to join us at the event and register your car for ‘Dream
Rides’ or bring a car as part of a static display please contact Kim at
i-camuk@hotmail.com or 07814 065682.

Kim Dobbs
Midlands Bears
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BEAR FACTS
MIDLANDS BEARS
A Range of Future Events Planned through 2012
Sunday 13th May & 20th May 2012
Midlands Bears will be meeting at The Rose & Crown Inn on the A435 Alcester Road, Portway B48 7JD from 12.30
lunchtime. A wide range of food from sandwiches to bar & full meals will be available, with drinks!
The location is very near to Jct 3 of the M42 motorway; the approach is on the A435 dual carriageway travelling from
the Redditch direction towards jct 3 of the M42. If coming off the M42 travel on to the A435 towards Redditch & take
the 2nd road off towards Tanworth in Arden, turn right to cross-over the dual carriageway & travel back towards the
M42. The Inn is on the l/h side just past Portway, at the jct with Billesley Lane before the M42
www.roseandcrownportway.co.uk tel: 01564 822 166.
We look forward to seeing both ‘new & regular’ Midlands Bears; you’ll be very welcome!
Sunday 8th July 2012 ‘Day Drive-Out’
Midlands Bears will be meeting en-route to the Welshpool area for a drive-out through mid-Wales. The Organiser
Hugh Jackson still manages with Sonia to live without email, so you book by tel 01213 782572 mob 07733 018880.
Note: max of 10 vehicles on this Event, so early booking advised
Sunday 29th July 2012 Shelsley Walsh ‘Classic’ Weekend’
Midlands Bears are arranging a return annual visit to Shelsley Walsh WR6 6RP www.shelsley-walsh.co.uk. Shelsley
Walsh is the oldest motor sport venue in continuous use in the world. This is an opportunity to enjoy motor sport in close
proximity, with access to the paddock and the restored water mill & restaurant buildings, together with parking &
seated hillside enclosures all included in the entry ticket.
We have arranged a specially reduced ticket price for Sporting Bears Members of £12.00 (*when prepaid) with an
optional donation to the Sporting Bears Charity Fund – the normal ticket price is £15.00.
For those wishing to make a full Weekend visit a specially reduced ticket for Sporting Bears Members of £20.00
(*when prepaid) with an optional donation to the Sporting Bears Charity Fund – the normal ticket price is £30.00.
Tickets will be available *when prepaid by cheque to Ian Snelling. Send with sae for the tickets to be posted to you to:
9 Mirfield Road Solihull B91 1JH. For further information please make contact (see below) …...
Sunday 26th August 2012 The Coventry ‘Festival of Motoring’ www.festival-of-motoring.co.uk
Midlands Bears have been invited on behalf of Sporting Bears to be involved with this re-established event. The venue
is Stoneleigh Park, Stoneleigh CV8 2LG. We will be providing the opportunity for ‘Dream Rides’ together with a static
display of vehicles and Club regalia.
A range of indoor & outdoor activities are being planned which will showcase much of the Midlands past & current motor industry heritage. Further information will be available on the Club website; initial enquiries to Kim Dobbs
i-camuk@hotmail.com
Ian & Cindy, Midlands Bears, iansnelling@talktalk.net

phone 0121 705 0357

Caption Competition
Thanks to everyone who entered the competition. Some notable entries were “Friends, roamers, Sporting Bears. Lend me
your cars” from Steve Jarvis, “I’m sure I put my watch on this
morning” from Tony Abbiss, “...and finally, do NOT attempt to
drive through Weymouth” from Dave Peat. However, the winner is Nigel Atkins with “I’ve been waiting 15 minutes for that
ladder now”.
Nigel, if you email me your postal address, I’ll send your prize
through.
Keith
keithborkett@hotmail.com
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BEAR FACTS
Midlands Bears - Zoe’s Place Baby Hospice

On Saturday 10th March 2012 a group of Midlands Bears visited Zoe's Place Baby Hospice in Coventry to make the magnificent Presentation of £8,250.00 on behalf of Sporting Bears. This money is being used to purchase specifically identified
equipment that will be making a real difference to the children and their families there.
Some of the children with their families and some of the Hospice team were able to come out to see & hear the cars we had
on display; & we made the all important cheque Presentation.
Below are words from Kelvin Green, the Zoe's Place General Manager :

We are exceedingly grateful for the magnificent sum of £8,250 that the Sporting Bears raised for
Zoe’s Place from the Classic Car Show in Birmingham last November.
We also thank you for the courtesy & support shown to our volunteers who attended the Classic Car
Show to help with the ‘Dream Rides’. Everyone came back thrilled and are eager to attend future volunteering opportunities!
To give you an update on how we are allocating this money. Around £6,200 will pay for much needed
medical equipment that includes two oxygen concentrators, a portable respirator & a syringe pump ;
with the balance we will be able to pay for some of our equipment to have specialist modifications which
are tailor-made to suit the complex needs of our children.
Please do pass on our grateful thanks to all who took part in any way, to make this generous donation
possible.
With every good wish,

Kelvin Green
GENERAL MANAGER
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BEAR FACTS
SBMC Regalia
Selection of sweatshirts in a variety of colours including royal blue and yellow
with embroidered breast logo. Sizes available from S through to XXL.
Please call Greg or Hilary for more details

£15.50

Selection of polo style t-shirts in a variety of colours including royal blue and
white with embroidered breast logo.
Sizes available from S through to XXL.
Please call Greg or Hilary for more details

£13.50

Childrens polo style t-shirts in sky blue and yellow.
Ages ranging from 5/6 - 11/12 yrs old.
Please call Greg or Hilary for more details

from £9.50

Baseball Caps - elasticated band - royal blue only with printed club logo

£6.00

SBMC Embroidered Badge - 2” diameter sew-on club logo badge

£2.50

Lapel Badges - British racing green and sky blue car shape logo

£1.00

SBMC Pair of Mugs - in yellow, blue or white with club logo

£5.00

SBMC Car Badges - enamel badge with club logo (members only)

£30.00

SBMC Round Club Sticker - round car sticker with car logo

£0.50

SBMC Rectangular Club Sticker - car sticker with ‘SBMC Driving for Charity’

£1.00

Due to postage price changes, please call me for more information on P&P for any items you are
interested in.
Please send orders to:
Greg & Hilary Cannon
7 Larch Avenue
St Ippolyts
Hitchin
SG4 7SL
Phone (with answering machine) 01462 635095
greg.cannon@ntlworld.com
hilary.cannon@ntlworld.com
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Spring 2012
Forthcoming Events
April 2012
6th

Teeside Childrens Dream Rides

Max Walker

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk

27-29th

The Caper ‘R’

Chris Glasbey

chris.glaz852@btinternet.com

13th

Wallingford Car Show

Huw Page

huwpage@msn.com

20th

Bedfordshire Classic Car Rally & Autojumble

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

27th

Polar Bears Sunday Lunch, Collingwood Hotel

Fiona Davies

YSY705@aol.com

4th

Planes, Games & Automobiles, Goodwood

Baz Firth

bazfirth@talktalk.net

10th

Thirlestane Castle Dream Rides

Fiona Davies

YSY705@aol.com

15-17th

Cholmondeley Pageant of Power

Max Walker

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk

17th

Woburn Classic Car Show

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

24th

Old Buckenham Air Show

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

23-24th

The Supercar Event, Dunsfold

Huw Page

huwpage@msn.com

1st

Classics in Corbridge

Bob Selby

cobra.gpt2905@blueyonder.co.uk

8th

Midland Bears Day Drive Out

Hugh Jackson

0121 3782572

15th

Kimbolton Country Fayre

Bryan King

bryan_meppershall@btinternet.com

20-22nd

Silverstone Classic

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

29th

Shelsley Walsh

Ian Snelling

iansnelling@talktalk.net

29th

Sheffield Supercar Driver Day

Max Walker

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk

May 2012

June 2012

July 2012

August 2012
26th

Coventry Festival of Motoring, Stonely Park

Kim Dobbs

i-camuk@hotmail.com

27th

Oxfordshire Classic Vehicle Show

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

September 2012
2nd

Aintree Childrens Dream Rides

Max Walker

maxnw-sbmc@hotmail.co.uk

2nd

Burpham Classic Car Show

Huw Page

huwpage@msn.com

9th

Blenheim Palace International Horse Trials

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

9th

Classic Speedfair, Knockhill

Andrew Carrie

Andrew@acarrie.net

30th

Curborough Track Day

Dave Muttock

david.muttock@ntlworld.com

Andrew Lake

Andrew.lake@rockingham.co.uk

November 2012
16-19th

NEC Dream Rides, Birmingham
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