Charity Secretary’s Report 2021
Despite the pandemic and further lockdowns
last year the Bears managed to drive around
all obstacles and, although all of the charities
describe how difficult the last two years have
been for them and the children they support,
they also tell us how much they value your
continued support.
At the end of every year our Treasurer
identifies how much surplus cash in the
current account can be transferred to the
charity account. The 2020 Annual donations
were distributed to eight charities, one from
each of the Club’s eight Regions, every one
received £1,000.

The head teacher of Kilton Thorp Academy
wrote “Can I say a massive thank you for the
kind donation from Sporting Bears. Your
organisation has been so supportive of our
school and children over the past years, and
we really appreciate your ongoing support.
Shame we don't get to see the cars and meet
the drivers this year, but fingers crossed for
next!”

Cora also wrote “A humungous thank you for
your donation from Car Fest (another sunny
event)! We have been quite lucky this year
eh? From each and everyone one of us, thank
you for your time, generosity and kindness,
you are all true Claire House Heroes to us
and we simply couldn’t do what we do
without you.”

2021 got off to a cracking start when Ian
Cook of “PopBangColour”
www.popbangcolour.com kindly donated one
of his art works to the Club which we
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auctioned for SeeSaw for £300.

provides specialist
support to children, young people, families
and professionals when a parent or sibling is
dying.
They plan to put the donation towards one of
their Side by Side family events. Ruth from
the charity told us:
“This year has been
incredibly
challenging for the
children and families
that we support.
We are sadly now seeing an increase in the
number of referrals to SeeSaw as the impact
of the pandemic is felt around the county.
Demand for our service is greater than ever
before. We developed a new range of online
resources and have continued to provide
phone and video call support throughout the
year.
Your wonderful support at this time is much
appreciated.”
Popbangcolour is
artwork by Ian Cook,
a contemporary
British artist
renowned for
creating his work
solely using radio
controlled cars, tyres
and wheels.
Ian has a quirky edge
and describes his
work as a ‘friendly
explosion of colour’,
capturing the public’s
attention at major
events through his
unusual method of
working. He has been
creating live
performance art at
major automotive
events since 2008.
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In the early part of 2021 many events were
postponed or sadly cancelled for another
year.
However in May Malcolm Hathaway, and
Chris Jeffery from the Bears took part in

raising £256 for the
NSPCC. Barbara Elsey from the charity
wrote “The world has become increasingly
unfamiliar and frightening for some children
and young people since the pandemic began.”
They put the donation towards their “Still
Here for Children” campaign which was
started in response to Covid-19.
Moving into the latter part of June 2021

was supported by the Koalas at
the London Classic Car Show and Stonor
Supercar Sunday. Louise wrote “The past
year has been tough for us all, thank you for
being there for us and for helping to make
short lives sparkle.”

In July the Shire Bears supported both the
East Anglia Children’s Hospice (EACH) and
Keech Hospice for Children.
Tina from Each wrote saying “We’re beyond
grateful for your support.” She went on to say

“It’s always helpful I think to have an idea of
the impact your donations make, and at
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present we’re working with our Clinical
Nurse Specialists to highlight their invaluable
work so I’m pleased to say that this donation
could pay for nearly 52 hours of specialist
care for our children and young people.”
In a similar vein Sarah from Keech Hospice
wrote to say “Just as an example £38 could
provide an hour of nursing care in our
inpatient unit so your donation has helped to
provide over 6 and a half hours of nursing
care which is absolutely amazing.
Thank you so much for
all of your generosity and
I look forward to
organising for some cars
to come along to the
hospice at some stage so
that our families can
enjoy them and really
help to recreate those
special memories.”
One of the most wonderful things about this
Club is that the smiles go way beyond the
donation.

(Tadworth) are the
UK's leading charity for children with brain
injury and neurodisability. We have been
supporting them since 2005.
The Bears’ support gained momentum with
the advent of the “Supercar Event” initially
held at Dunsfold, and which we have been
supporting annually ever since.

Celebrating its 16th year, the
Supercar Event will return to the iconic
Goodwood Motor Circuit in 2022.
The Club received a personal letter of thanks
from Dalton Leong, the Chief Executive of the
Trust who wrote “The team here really
appreciate the effort, enthusiasm and
commitment each and every driver puts in to
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making the event a success, and to delivering
it safely.

response.

The feedback has been extremely positive and
the smiles on the passengers’ faces certainly
make it all worthwhile.”

was one of the charities
supported at the Beaulieu Supercar event. The
charity supports Hampshire children and
young people up to the age of 18 years who
have a significant person in their life who has
died or is dying.

(previously
Kids Kidney Research UK). The Bears have
been supporting the charity since 2016 at the
Camberley Car show, initially to source
reading materials and such like for the
children. Since the charity expanded its remit
and rebranded it is important to note that
donations now go to their Paediatric
Transition Clinic.

Chestnut Tree House
is the children’s hospice for East and West
Sussex, Brighton and Hove and South East
Hampshire, caring for 300 children and young
adults from 0-19 years of age, both at the
hospice and in families’ own homes.
The Bears have been supporting the children’s
hospice since 2004 and we always get a great

Home-Start is a local community
network of trained volunteers and expert
support helping families with young children
through their challenging times.
They are there for parents when they are
needed the most, because childhood can’t
wait.
Bridget Richardson the CEO wrote to thank
the Club “for your amazingly generous
donation. Your donation will be used to
support local families who are struggling
through their early years. These early years
are a critical time in their children’s lives and
we work to support families to be safe at
home and their children to feel supported to
develop and thrive.”
Terry from Arundel Riding for the Disabled
contacted me to
say “After being closed for 18 months due to
the pandemic we started back in September
2021 in a small and cautious way. Today, it
would have taken more than COVID and
Storm Barra to dampen our festive spirits at
our last riding session before Christmas.
There were guest appearances from Santa and

Jürgen Klopp!
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The Bears have been supporting these two
local charities at the annual Arundel Festival
since 2015.
New charities in 2021

are a community-led charity,
putting Duchenne young people, adults and
their families at the forefront to meet their
needs. Expertise is driven by the lived
experience of our team: half of their staff and
trustees have a direct connection to

They provide access
to the services,
equipment, therapies
and treatments they
need, to enable
disabled children to
lead an active,
ORDINARY and
independent life
reaching their full
potential.
They also aim to increase awareness and
understanding of the needs of disabled
children across the UK.
Their motto: “Whatever It Takes”! always
ensures they do!

Duchenne.
They combine that experience with expertise
from across the business, research and charity
sectors to give them an unparalleled ability to
deliver complex projects efficiently and
successfully.

is a small charity
providing support to families with premature
and unwell babies on the neonatal units at
Leicester Royal Infirmary and Leicester
General Hospital. They also provide ongoing
care after families have gone home.
“Every new parent on the neonatal unit
receives an ADAPT Baby Pack which gives
them essential supplies of nappies, cotton
wool, small teddy and other items to help
them over the first 48 hours and this donation
will be put towards paying for the next supply
of Tote Bags so thank you so much.”

is a national
charity based in Staffordshire dedicated to
improving the lives of disabled children in the
UK.
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stands for
“Disabilities and Self Help”. Since 1978, DASH
Ceredigion has been organising a variety of
leisure schemes for children with additional
needs, disabled children and young people
within the county of Ceredigion. They do this
so that local disabled children and their
families can have a better quality of life with
access to a wide choice of leisure facilities and
opportunities.
After the Cymru Canter Ben wrote ““We are
bowled over by your kind and generous
donation which we have received. Please
could you pass on our thanks to your
members. The money will be used to support
disabled children and their families in
Ceredigion.

At the moment we are providing weekend
respite to those children in highest need and
are seeking to expand to our post-covid levels
again. We also just finished yet another
successful holiday play scheme, which will
always benefit from new interesting activities
and resources.”
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This money will help ensure we can keep
going with all the activities that we do.”
Lucinda Dowson, Scarf Programme
Coordinator wrote.

The Foundation was set up by Marcus shortly
before his untimely death at the early age of
23 following a brave battle against leukaemia.
The Foundation aims to directly deliver more
financial and other help to youngsters on the
front line - cancer wards, bone marrow
transplant units, blood transfusion centres,
and provide home from home facilities where
they are sometimes forced to live for months
as they fight for their young lives.

Unique Kidz and Co
was set up by two mums, Denise and Jane, in
Morecambe, Lancashire who were unable to
find suitable childcare for their own disabled
children.
After The Magnificent Seven(th) Gambol
Jordan wrote to the Club “Thank you so
much for your donation and work – I can’t
put into words how much we appreciate it
and how much of a difference it will make.”

Scarf (Supporting Children
with Additional Needs, Relatives and Friends)
is a charity based in the New Forest,
Hampshire which organises regular term time
clubs as well as holiday activities for children
with additional needs and their families.

want to see a world
where no young person feels alone with their
mental health, and all young people get the
mental health support they need, when they
need it, no matter what.

Children/young
people are aged 0 -25
years and have a
range of disabilities
and additional needs,
such as Down's
syndrome, autism and
cerebral palsy.

“This donation is
gratefully received by
our Scarf committee
and all the members –
we’ve just had an
amazing programme of
summer activities
which have been so
well attended and
enjoyed by Scarf
families after a difficult
year and a bit.”
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In September the Shire Bears attended a new
event Petrolheadonism Live at Knebworth

where we supported
They support children between the age of 318 living in the UK, diagnosed with a lifethreatening or terminal condition providing
support in hospitals and hospices, granting
magical wishes which are as unique and
imaginative as the children themselves.

Their Hospital Activity Programme, now being
delivered virtually as a result of COVID-19,
brings Build-a-Bear, magicians, entertainers,
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arts & crafts and more onto paediatric wards
across the UK.

These provide a positive distraction from the
overwhelming fear and isolation that comes
with long stays in hospital.

BBC Children in Need, Car-Fest events, and
Sporting Bears Motor Club – a history and
10th anniversary celebrations in 2022!
There was some considerable controversy
when we first started supporting BBC
Children in Need (CiN) and Car-Fest in 2011
as we had previously supported BBC CiN in
the 1990s sending, what was for us then, a
considerable donation, and received not so
much as a thank you!
In 2012 BBC CiN expected that 100% of all
monies raised from Dream Rides would go to
them. Initially some members were sceptical
that donations from Dream Rides at the Car
Fest event(s) would be a mere drop in the
Children in Need ocean and would surely not
benefit the smaller charities which we aimed

to support.
However I was reassured to see on their
website at that time that they too were
supporting charities close to our members’
hearts such as Thomas’ Fund, a charity
founded in 2007 that provides music therapy
in Northamptonshire for children and young
people with life-limiting illnesses or a disability
which, for medical reasons, means they are
too ill to attend school for extended periods.
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In 2012 Dream Rides at CarFest raised
£15,500. In 2013 two CarFest events were
held raising an unprecedented £37,367 from
Dream Rides for Children in Need. CarFest
event donations rose exponentially;
£82875.97 in 2014; and over £ 111, 000 in
2015 and so on…the largest cheque Mike
McSean, as Chair at the time, said he’d ever
signed!
In 2014 two Sporting Bears’ members were
invited by BBC CiN to a Gala production of
the RSCs “Matilda - the Musical” in aid of
CiN hosted by Terry Wogan at the
Cambridge theatre in London’s West End
where they met and also received the Club’s
first hand written thank you from the then
CEO of Children in Need David Ramsden.
During his tenure David ensured that BBC
Children in Need focused its grant making
efforts - enabling many smaller projects to
receive funding and that the money raised by
the public was being used effectively to change
young lives across the UK.

In 2016 a new CEO, Simon Antrobus took
the reins at CiN and we worked together
companionably for the next three years. In
2019 our partnership changed; instead of
giving 100% of all monies raised from Dream
Rides to CiN we were now given the
opportunity to support four Sporting Bears
charities in addition:
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There were no events in 2020 due to the
pandemic but in 2021 we were able to include
an additional three children’s hospices to our
list of charities:

Their specially commissioned books can help
a parent talk to their child/children about this
and will help to explain how they may be
feeling and what they may be experiencing

The Club received a personal thank you from
Simon following the Dream Rides’ donation of
over £152,000! “I can’t tell you how much we
appreciate the efforts of everyone at Sporting
Bears. You are all such great supporters of
BBC Children in Need. It’s a testament to your
commitment to the cause. We can’t do all the
things we want to do to help and support
those children across the UK who really need
us without superstars like you. It really does
make all the difference. Please pass on our
heartfelt thanks and appreciation.”

during these times.
They also provide some tips for celebrating
missing landmarks such as birthdays.

Richard from the
was
grateful for the Bears’ continued support
which will go towards their children and
young adult befriending and mentoring
services.

NEC Classic Motor Show 2021
As usual we asked each Region to sponsor a
charity for support at the NEC Classic Motor
Show last November.
As well as supporting Keech Hospice, there
was

from the Isle of Wight

and the
previously known to
us as the Royal Navy Royal Marines Children’s
Fund.
They understand that life in a Naval family can
be hard, with long periods of separation and
dealing with deployment, particularly for
younger children who can struggle to
understand why mummy or daddy are away
for so long.
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Sue writes from the
Victoria Education Centre in Poole, Dorset “I
would like to thank your brilliant people at
Sporting Bears for their continued support.
The association with the school is such a long
one and I think possibly back to the 90’s.

The first time lots of cars came to school on
a Sunday as part of a rally and some drivers
(she was amazed to learn) had come from
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Surrey and beyond! All amazing friendly
people!
Several years saw visits to the school and
rides round sandbanks in open top cars! The
children (and their parents) had great days of
fun.”

Mick Croskery,
Fundraising Manager at Derian House, upon
hearing of our donation wrote: “Aw shucks,
thanks Caroline – but without people like you
guys we wouldn’t even be here!!

Hopefully your amazing motors will be
keeping quiet and warm inside over the festive
period, however I hope all their owners enjoy
the best of what Christmas 2021 brings for
them.

This generous donation allowed us to deliver
our “Virtual Santa’s Grotto” for the second
year running. For us to be able to spread
hope and Christmas sparkle to these children
and their families was incredibly powerful.”

Every year we receive a handful of Christmas
cards from the charities we have supported.

They are mostly designed by the children
themselves; I think Niamh aged 4 shows great
potential with her reindeer!

Thank you all again for your amazing support
over the last 13 years, without it we simply
would not be able to offer the support to
children and families who need it most.”

The Classic Motor Show also resulted in a
yuletide theme at Action Duchenne.
Florence Boulton, National Director wrote:
“The strain of living with a life changing and
life limiting diagnosis like Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy has been exaggerated by the last 2
years of living with the pandemic.

And the anonymous robin
from Naomi House and Jack’s place can take
centre stage in my garden anytime!
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Region would nominate a charity to receive
funds generated by the public’s generosity
during the year.
In 2020 the Shire Bears nominated “Dogs for
Good” who received over £300.
In 2021 the “Just Giving” page was replaced
with a “Crowdfunding” page and QR codes
were also set up for donations.
This turned out to be revenue magic and
“Smile for Life” nominated by the Polars last
year received a Christmas present of over
£4,000!
The North West Bears have nominated
previously known to us as the
Education Centre for Children with Down
Syndrome (ECCDS) who unfortunately had to
disband when they didn’t receive Lottery
funding have been rebranded as Together 21.
Joanne Walker from the charity wrote to say
“I just wanted to say how utterly grateful we
are for the jaw dropping support that SBMC
has awarded us. It has been such tough times
for everyone, but your generosity both
financially and in spirt has been a true
testament to you all.

These funds will help so many children and
their families in the Northeast, especially
those who are really struggling as COVID still
impacts their lives. To know an organisation
like the Sporting Bears both, recognise the
importance of our project to the communities
that we serve is truly humbling.
A massive thank you must go to Tony
Beverley for putting us forward. And to all
your members for all their hard work
resulting in this beautiful gift to our beautiful
children.
Towards the end of 2019 the Club set up a
“Just Giving” page on our website. It was
decided that over the next eight years each
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for this year’s
Christmas gift.
In the spring we said a final sad farewell to
John Curran. John’s wife Doreen wished
mee&dee to receive the donations from his
funeral.
Maria Hanson wrote: “We remember John
with fondness from our memory making days
at the NEC, and I send from me and on behalf
of all our families and me&dee very kindest
regards and care.”
“This is Taylor. He is our
super junior champion –
6 years old, 84
operations down with
amputations, huge
scarring all over his body
and internal damage
following meningitis as a
baby.”
Maria said “I put Taylor’s photo on the
Sporting Bears Page with a thank you for the
donation and have had lovely offers to do
things for him.”
As you read Maria’s words about Taylor you
know John’s legacy lives on and is further
inspiring other Bears to provide more smiles,
fun and laughter for all these beautiful
children, which is after all, what the Club is all
about.
Caroline McSean
Charity Secretary
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